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P olice Reporjtz
Ordered on
Political F lles

2 //l /75/ By Douglas B. Feaver

Washington Post Staff Writer G e
Chief Maurice Cullinane has ordered his subordinates

to prepare a comprehensive report'on the DC. police
department’s intelligence division, which officials say
has kept files on local political activities.

Cullinane and Mayor Walter Washington held several
discussions Friday about reportsm The Washington Post

that undercover police agentgt:
routinely spied on local black]"
leaders and antiwar activists-

in the late 1960s and early|' :

1970s.
In a letter he dehvered to .
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POLICE From Al

v1sory' councll on police mat-
ters, said yeste(day that police

"spymg was “certainly a matter

we would want to take up .
1 think it's 1mporatnt that we

-have a right, to look at all

kinds of problems .

Mr. Walker said Cullinane
had placed no contraints on
what the group might wish to
study. The Council’s first
meeting is scheduled-for Feb.
28. . . :
Cullinane himself said “this
wouldn’t be the type of thing
where I would expect citizen
advisory council” action. Culli-
nane and Mr. Walker were not
aware of each other’s posi-
#ons,

The City Council, accordmg
to Hobson, is not planning spe-
cific; hearmgs on the spying
allegations. However, Hobson
said, “I planned to ask police
at budget hearings how they
were spending their meney.”

‘:/_,Z_ew D. C» POllce Chlef Orders Report
}.n Intelhgence DlVlsmn Actlons

length by the Council last
week.

In his letter to the mayor,
Chief Cullinane said, “I have
no personal knowledge that ei-
ther the data gathered or
‘I methods utilized represent ac-
tiong that would be termed il-
legal

Oullmane conceded in an in:
terview, however, that_ he
could not possibly know every-
thing-that ever happened. “It’s
impossible for anyone to make
a fiat siatement thai nothiiig

was ever done,” he said. “But
the one thing that runs
through my conversations

with (with police officials) is
that there’s never been any-
thing (in the files) about any-
one’s private life, . .”

A well-informed source has
told the Post that the police
files included whatever de-
tails could be found on sexual
habits, possible drug use, and
credit standing. Zanders has
said that the files did not in-
clude such information.

2 wlhs

make the report to the mayor
because informatimn about
police activities was coming
out piecemeal, from a variety
of sources. “There have been
innuendos, accusations by dis-
gruntled former employees . . .
the only way I know to put,
that to rest is to go back and
reconstruct what happened.”
The word. “intelligence,”
Cullinane said, “has almost be-
come un-American. It - carries

someone’s private life.” .
He said, however, that it
would have been “an irrespon-
sible utilization of the taxpay-
ers’ money” to deploy thou-
sands of police to deal with
the massive antiwar demon-
strations at the turn of the
decade without some informa-
tion about who was coming
and how many there were.
Cullinane promised that the
report would be “timely,” but
that he wasn’t going to rush it.
A spokesman for the mayor,
saidthe report will be made ™

“Cullinane was iterviewed at

N Cullinane said he sought to

public.

the connotation that we’re try-|.
ing to. do something about ;.
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