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A
 D

ouble-Standard of Forgiveness? 
T

o
m

 B
rad

en
's , 

co
lu

m
n
 "'Im

p
erial 

P
residents' and the C

IA
" (P

ost, F
eb. 3) 

w
as alm

o
st an

 ex
cellen

t p
iece. W

h
at 

m
ade it com

m
endable w

as that it prof-

e
re

d
 th

e
 id

e
a
 th

a
t a

 m
a
n
 (R

ic
h
a
rd

 
!H

elm
s) could follow

 the instructions of 
th

e C
o
m

m
an

d
er in

 C
h
ief, in

 th
e firm

 
!b

elief th
at in

 so
 d

o
in

g
 h

e w
as serv

in
g
 

his country in a proud calling, and de-
sp

ite th
e fact th

at su
b
seq

u
en

t p
o
litical 

1 ' M
r. E

van
s, a W

ash
in

gton
 attorn

ey, 

served as an
 assistan

t director of th
e 

D
om

estic C
ou

n
cil in

 th
e N

ixon
ad- 

m
in

istration
. 

other hand w
as "sly, stealthy; plotting 

and sneaky." F
or M

r. B
raden, it is not 

so
 m

u
ch

 th
at a P

resid
en

t ab
u
ses th

e 
p
o
w

e
r a

n
d
 tru

st o
f h

is o
ffic

e
. T

h
e
 

crim
e is a lack of style. 

R
ich

ard
 H

elm
s is co

o
l, p

o
ised

, u
n
-

flap
p
ab

le. H
e is b

rig
h
t, sav

v
y
 an

d
 is 

long on experience in the governm
ent 

H
e w

o
u
ld

 b
e, if h

e is n
o
t alread

y
, a 

p
erfect m

o
d
el, fo

r th
e stead

y
, lev

el-
h
ead

ed
, lo

g
ical an

d
 h

o
n
o
rab

le p
u
b
lic 

serv
an

t in
 an

 A
llen

 D
ru

ry
 ep

ic ab
o
u
t 

W
ash

in
g
to

n
 in

trig
u
e. Y

et M
r. B

rad
en

 
w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e u
s b

eliev
e th

at th
is m

an, 
w

ho had been head on head w
ith m

ore 
than one P

resident, could not stand up 
and say, "T

hat is w
rong, M

r. P
resident. 

If y
o
u
 in

sist, m
y
 o

n
ly

 co
u
rse is to

 re-
sig

n
." T

h
e tru

th
 o

f th
e m

atter is th
at 

(M
r. B

rad
en

 is' rig
h
t It w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
been virtually inconceivable for H

elm
s 

to
 reb

u
ff th

e P
resid

en
t B

u
t it isn

't b
e-

cause R
ichard H

elm
s w

as trained to be 
A

g
en

t 0
0
7
 w

ith
 a sp

y
's k

n
ee-jerk

, 
m

arch
-o

ff-th
e-cliff reactio

n
 to

 an
y
 in

-
structions froth the head m

an. It is be-
cause even the, m

ost know
ledgable and 

experienced governm
ent officials like 

H
elm

s, d
o
 n

o
t g

o
 aro

u
n
d
 h

astily
 flip

-
ping out their resignations on every is-
su

e w
h
ere th

ey
 d

o
 n

o
t h

av
e in

stan
t 

agreem
ent w

ith the P
resident B

ecause 
99 out of 100 tim

es, the P
resident is, go-

in
g
 to

 b
e rig

h
t, o

r, at least n
o
t o

v
er-

ruled. 
R

ich
ard

 H
elm

s sh
o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e in
- 1  d

ieted
, o

r tried
, o

r sco
rn

ed
. H

e is an
 

able public servant deserving of honor. 
W

e should profit from
 bis experience 

in confronting the im
perial presidency, 

an
d
 w

e sh
o
u
ld

 d
o
t ch

astise h
im

 fo
r 

having been in the lists. B
ut I ask M

r. 

T
aking E

xception 

B
rad

en
, w

h
ere w

as h
e fo

r th
e o

th
ers? 

W
h
y
 d

o
es th

e v
irtu

e o
f th

is d
efen

se 
crystalize only w

hen his friend is tied 
to the stake? W

hy did he not perceive 
th

e rig
h
teo

u
sn

ess o
f serv

in
g
 o

n
e's 

country w
hen 31-year-old B

ud 'K
rogh 

w
as su

m
m

o
n
ed

 in
to

. th
e O

v
al O

ffice 
and charged in the nam

e of national se-
curity, to stop the leaks that w

ere kill-
ing our boys in V

ietnam
? S

hould young 
K

ro
g
h
 h

av
e said

, "I w
o
u
ld

 resig
n
 b

e-
fo

re I w
o
u
ld

 tak
e o

n
 an

 assig
n
m

en
t 

like that, M
r. P

resident A
ny schoolboy 

know
s you can't stop 2.eaks under the 

g
u
ise o

f n
atio

n
al secu

rity
, n

o
 m

atter 
how

 m
any A

m
ericans are being killed. 

W
e staff guys have chatted about that 

very queition several tim
es in the year 

that I have been in governm
ent. W

hat 
surprises m

e is that after over 30 years 
in

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 as a stu

d
en

t o
f th

e 
p
resid

en
cy

, y
o
u
 d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

 an
y
 b

et-
ter." If R

ich
ard

 H
elm

s, after 2
0
-o

d
d
 

years negotiating the shifting sands of 
th

e b
u
reau

cracy
, w

o
u
ld

n
't stan

d
 n

o
se 

to nose to the P
resident, w

ho could ex- 

p
ect B

u
d
 K

ro
g
h
 to

 d
o
 it? A

n
d
 w

h
en

 
they stuffed a piece' of paper under the 
n
o
se o

f 3
2
-y

ear-o
ld

 E
d
 M

o
rg

an
 an

d
 

said
, "S

ig
n
 th

is fo
r th

e P
resid

en
t It 

h
as all b

een
 ch

eck
ed

 o
u
t, an

d
 h

e'll 
know

 w
hat a good job you have done," 

d
o
es an

y
o
n
e really

 ex
p
ect th

at h
e 

should have said, "F
orget it"? 

T
h
e p

ro
b
lem

 is th
at if th

e p
ress, to

 
the m

an, didn't hateR
ichard N

ixon, at 
least h

e h
ad

 n
o
 frien

d
s in

 th
e p

ress.' 
A

pparently the "operative" rule at the 
P

ress C
lub w

as that if you w
ouldn't be-

friend R
ichard N

ixon, you w
ouldn't be-

frien
d
 an

y
 o

f th
o
se ab

le y
o
u
n
g
 m

en
 

w
h
o
 h

ad
 th

e tem
erity

 to
 "serv

e th
eir 

C
ountry" under him

. 
R

ich
ard

 H
elm

s is T
o
m

 B
rad

en
's 

friend. I read in the paper that B
raden 

g
av

e a p
arty

 th
e o

th
er n

ig
h
t to

 reas-
su

re M
r. H

elm
s, d

u
rin

g
 m

o
ist-ey

ed
 

sp
e
e
c
h
e
s, th

a
t th

e
 frie

n
d
sh

ip
 ra

n
 

stro
n
g
 an

d
 tru

e. M
r. B

rad
en

's article 
w

as a fu
rth

er trib
u
te to

 th
at frien

d
-

ship. T
hat article appeared before any 

o
fficial actio

n
 h

as b
een

 tak
en

 ag
ain

st 
M

r. H
elm

s in
 th

e sin
cere h

o
p
es th

at 
such potential action w

ill be deterred, 
and a good and long career w

ill not be 
d
isru

p
ted

 o
r d

eg
rad

ed
. M

r. B
rad

en
's 

p
o
in

t w
as tim

ely
 an

d
 w

ell-tak
en

. F
o
r 

M
r. H

elm
s' sake I hope it is believed. 

T
he tragedy is that M

r. B
raden and his 

b
reth

ren
 h

ad
 n

eith
er th

e tim
e n

o
r th

e 
in

clin
atio

n
 to

 m
ak

e frien
d
s w

ith
 B

u
d
 

K
rogh and E

d M
organ. 

ju
d
g
m

e
n
t, sa

y
s h

e
 w

a
s w

ro
n
g
, h

e
 

sh
o
u
ld

 still b
e co

n
sid

ered
 an

 h
o
n
o
ra-

ble andlionored m
an. 

'W
h
at m

ak
es th

e B
rad

en
 article b

ad
 

is th
at h

e su
b
scrib

es to
 an

 o
ffen

siv
e 

d
o
u
b
le stan

d
ard

 as to
 w

h
o
 sh

o
u
ld

 b
e 

fo
rg

iv
en

. In
stead

 o
f talk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
im

p
erial p

resid
en

cy
 an

d
 its effect o

n
 

p
atrio

tic k
n
d
 lo

y
al su

b
serv

ien
ts, h

e is 
talk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t ro

tten
 R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
. 

L
y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
, th

e latterd
ay

 L
o
u
is 

X
IV

, could adopt a "L
'E

tat C
'E

st M
ai" 

attitude, and B
raden suggests w

e view
 

L
B

J's abuse of pow
er as sim

ply a lov-
ab

ly
 m

isch
iev

o
u
s m

an
n
erism

 b
ecau

se 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 w

as "lan
g
e, p

o
w

erfu
l an

d
 

dom
ineering.". R

ichard - N
ixon on the 1 


