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'Colby says CIA. charges exaggerated

. Colby also asserted that the CIA could
‘ndentify no former employe fitting the
description in a subséquent Hersh story
- quoting a former CIA agent as saying he

and other agents participated in

- wiretaps and breakins in the New York
* areainthelate 1960s and early 1370s.

approprlatlonssubcommittee B
Without naming them, Colby accused
former White House alde Charles Colson-
of “lack of credibility” and New York
Times reporter Seymour M Hersh of
exaggeration.
Referring speclficauy toa charge that
the CIA knew in advance about the. .
- Watergate break-in, which Colson made’
during a television interview, Colby said
“his lack of credibility should cause the
- charge to fall of its own weight.” =~

WASHiNGTON (AP) - Director
‘William E. Colby said Thursday that
allegations the Central Intelligence
Agency has engaged in massive
domestic spying are exaggerated and
“have placed Amencan mtelhgence in
danger.” . ..

At the same tlme, Colby said in a
prepared statement that the CIA has
discovered ‘‘some changes in detail”
from his earlier testimony before a Sen-
ate committee on the: controversy He

*I fear that the Journahst has been the
victim of what we in the intelligence
trade call a fabricator,”’ Colby asserted,

" Testifying that disclosures of the last

did not elaborate.

Colby's attack on what he called “the
sensational allegations of CIA
was prepared for his first

ubhc congressional questioning on the
? before- the House defense

misdeeds™

U?»

’Excerpts From the Statement by Col’

Spectal to The New York Time ¥

WASHINGTON, Feb, 20—
- Following are excerpts from
a statement by William. E.
i Colby, Director of Central
" Intelligence, at a hearing to-’
: day by the Defense Subcom-
: mittee of the House Appro-
prmtzons Committee: -

Mr. Chairman, ‘ in May,
% 1973, Director Schlesinger is« .
sued a notice to all C.LA,
employes instructing and in-

"yiting them to report to him

cor to the Inspector General

* jany mattér in C.LA’S his- .

i tory which they deemed ques-

v"tlonable under C.I.A’s char-

“ter. This instruction has been
made a matter of regulation
J%n C.IA. and is brought
4 e-attention .of each em-
e once a year, :
Times Article Cited .
¢ As a result of the Mey.
$1973, memorandum, various-..
incldents were collected and"’
;brought to the attention.of -

,xthe chairman of‘the House

and the acting chairman of

. the Senate Armed Services .

‘Comtmttees ~They were then
~used as the basis of a very
specific series of intérnal in-

%structions issued in August,-
1973, directing the termina-

; tion, modification, or other

approprlate action with re-

:. spect to such incidents in or-
b der to ensure that C.LA. re-
{ mains within its proper char-
“ter., These instructions have

+been carried out and are

ure continued compliance.
‘It appears that some ver-

“ducted ‘a

* that

“periodically reviewed to en- -

While confirming Hersh’s original

2V ey

sion of thése matters came to

the attention of the New -
York Times reporter who -

wrote th article of. Dec. 22,

-1974." A day or two before

the article appeared, he con-

tacted me stating he had ob- -
‘tained information of great

importance indicating that

-CILA, had engaged in a mas-~

sive domestic intelligence ac-

~tiv1 includmg wiretaps,
breal-ins -and- a variety of
other actions,

Ia respeiise to his vequest, I

"“met with him and explained Y5

to him that he had mixed and
magnified two separate sub-
jects, LE., .the foreign coun-
termtelhgence effort proper-
ly conducted by C.LA. and
those few activities that the

agency’s own. investigation.
had revedled. and terminated

in 1973.

He obvxous]y did not accept
" my explanation and, instead,
- glleged that C.IA. had ‘con-
“massive illegal
domestic intelhgence opera-
tion,” - 1 - am confident
investigations of ' the
President’s commission and
the select committees ' will
verify the accuracy of my
version of these events.

I also believe that any seri-

ous review of my report to
the Senate Appropriations

. Committee will show that I

essentially denied his version
rather than confirmed it as
some have alleged. The sen-
sational atmosphere - sur-
rounding infalligence, howev-
er, encouragedoversimplifi-

ty of C.1.A.’s basic work

” knew how

story that 22 CIA agents infiltrated
antiwar dissident groups and collected
files on 10,000 Americans, Colby denied
‘this was a “massive ulegal domestlc

M&elhgenceoperatlon " o

cution and d{sproportlonate
stress on a few missteps:
rather than on the high g

Mr. ‘' Chalrman, these A
two months :have placed
American mtelhgence in dan:
ger, The almost hysterical ex-
citement that surrounds any
news stm;y mentioning C.LA.,
or referring even to a- per-
fectly legitimate activity of

- G.LA, ‘has raised the ques--

tion whet:her secret intel-
,l.lgenre operations can be
condlicted By the United
tates.

A number of the imelv
ligence services abroad with
which C.I.A. works have

pressed concern over its $its-

uation and over the fate-of
the sensitive information
they provide to us. A number
of our individual agents
-abroad are deeply worried
that their names might be re-
vealed with resultant danger
to their llves as well as their

livelihoods. " WK +7s Ty

A number of Americans
‘who ‘have collaborated with
C.LA. as a patriotic contri-
bution to.their country are
deeply concerned that their
reputations will be be-
-smirched and their businesses

ruined by sensational mis- -

_representation of this associ-'
.ation. And our own employ-
es are torn between the sen-
sational allegations of C.LA.
misdeeds "and their own
knowledge that they served
their nation during critical
times in the best way they

two months have placed U.S.
intelligence in- danger, Colby said. a

number of foreign intelligence services
"have expressed concern that secrets

they provide the CIA might be disclosed.
* “A number of our individual agents
are deeply worried that their names
ight be revealed with resultant danger
o “their lives' as well "as their

‘tlivelihoods," he said." K

Colby said a number of Americans
who have cooperated with the CIA ¢ Lare.

..deeply concerned that their repuu
tjons will be besmirched.” &



