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“the break-ins in our fais\‘ city?”

e o By Art Buchwald ;L/BIh"{ ]

For some years'now Washington, D.C. has had one
of the highest tobbery rates of any city in-the country.
- We -always assumed the crimes were committed by
the _underprivileged, imemployed and- disaffected mem-
ers of the ‘population. So you can imagine our sur-
prise when all of us picked up the New York Times
the other day:and read that there was some evidence
;hat the CIA-had been, involved in breaking and enter-
ing - and -other second-story jobs in the capital

No one knows how many break-ins the CIA were in-
volved in, but it certainly does pose a problem as far
as. our crime-rate is concerned. :

-.lMyfl_friqu,.George‘Washington Custer, called me as
sobrl a§-he réad the story. “Hey, man,” he said chortl-
ing: “You tead where the CIA’s been committing ail
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Constant Surveillance

miit=d to 1‘ob' your house ‘unless you were on the list.”
“yow come the CIA were allowed to do this?”
“They weren’t,” 1 said - patiently. “But when you

“work for the CIA you can do a 1ot of thirngs you are

"not allowed to do. Thats why you operate in secret.”

“Well, let me ask you this. Suppose half the break-
ins in Washington were made by the CIA and only half
were made by the common robber? How come they
never caught the CIA fellows?” "L

«Thé CIA crook -has much better training for break-
ing and entering than the average man in the street.
For one thing, he’s a college graduate.”-

“Well, let me ask you another question. If the CIA
is involved in a breaking-and-entering job, does that
make it a street crime or a white-collar crime?”

“That's a ‘good. question,” Custer. Why do you ask?”.

“If it’s a white-collar erne and it’s been'listed as.a
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Keeping the Crime Rate Under

“The story didn’t say that,” I warned Custer. “It indi-
cated that there was a possibility that the CIA may
have been involved in some break-ins in the name of
national security.” , . -

“What are they breaking.into homes in Washington
for? I th9ught they were supposed to_spy on all those
Communists in Russia.” .

“That's the point, Custer. In order to spy on Com-

munists in the Soviet Union, it is sometdmes necessary-

t? bréalk i_nto people’s homes in the United States. But
I'm ceftain the CIA would not sneak into anybody’s
house unless they were certain-they were friends of

/our enemies' abroad.”

“How would they know that?” Custer demanded.

.+ “Because apparently the CIA kept a list- of-Ameri~
jcans that were suspect. They probably weren’t- per-,
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stre:t crime. then maybe “Washington’s been taking -a.
bum rap. How do we know the biggest crimes. in this-
¢citv have not been ¢ommitted by _the'goverrimgnt?” E

“The biggest crimes in any -city are -always con)-:
mitted. by the government, Custer. You should Kuow.

‘that.” ‘ :
a‘lt still ‘bothers- me. Going into someone’s home
through a window sounds like something the White
House would do—not the CIA:” . .
_ “Maybe,” 1 said, “but let me ask you this. What:
would you do if you ‘had all those people working for
you out in Virginia and you could only afford to send
3 certain number of them abroad? Wopldn’t you tell
them to go out and preak into a home in ‘Washington?™
“But why?” he asked. : K
“Practice, Custer, practice.”
: ©1974, Los Aneles Times "
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