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t H
orn 

A
-8 

It co
n

tin
u

es to
 m

y
stify.  u

s ,w
h

y
 th

e 
C

en
tral In

tellig
en

ce A
g
en

cy
, w

h
o
se 

effectiveness depends on the subtlety 
and savvy w

ith w
hich it carries out its • 

vital m
ission, m

anages to get involved 
in one public controversy after anoth-
e
r. W

e
ll, th

e
re

 g
o
 o

u
r su

p
e
rsp

ie
s 

a
g

a
in

, b
u

m
b

lin
g

 a
c
ro

ss th
e
 fro

n
t 

pages because som
e of them

 apparent-
ly could not distinguish betw

een their , 
w

o
rk

 an
d
 so

m
eo

n
e else's. C

h
alk

 u
p
 

an
o
th

er p
ro

p
ag

an
d
a co

u
p
 fo

rt  th
e
 

C
IA

's foreign adversaries and dom
es-

tic critics, w
hether or not subsequent 

investigation establishes serious m
is=

 
deeds on the part of the agency. 

L
ast w

eekend's report by T
he N

ew
 

Y
o
rk

 T
im

es o
f larg

e-scale d
o

m
estic-

in
tellig

en
ce activ

ity
 b

y
 th

e C
IA

 
apparently in violation of the agency's 
1947 congressional charter -- calls for 
a searching inquiry into w

hat the agen-
cy has been up to and w

hat is needed 
to keep it on the right track in the fu-
tu

re. U
n
til m

o
re facts are p

ro
d
u
ced

, 
w

e w
ill not attem

pt a _final judgm
ent. 

on the allegations. B
ut the claim

 that 
th

e C
IA

 m
ain

tain
ed

 in
tellig

en
ce files . 

on at.least 10,000 A
thericans, and en-

g
ag

ed
 in

 v
ario

u
s ' "illeg

al" co
v
ert 

o
p
eratio

n
s in

 th
is co

u
n
try

, d
eserv

es 
th

e m
o

st in
ten

se scru
tin

y
 in

 th
e n

ex
t ; 

sessio
n

 o
f C

o
n

g
ress. T

h
is, to

 b
e fo

l-
low

ed by corrective action if needed, 
is in the interest of A

m
erican freedom

 
as w

ell as the health of the.intelligence 
com

m
unity itself. 

T
here is good reason for keeping the 

C
IA

 o
u

t o
f the dom

estic-intelligence 
purvi,:w

 o
f th

e F
ed

eral B
u

reau
 o

f 
In

v
' 

L
I r' 	

. b
esid

es th
e sim

n
in

 m
at- 

' ter of observing the law
. T

he C
IA

 has 
its hands full carrying out its foreign-

, intelligence, m
andate w

ith A
m

erican 
in

terests u
n
d
er, attack

 alm
o
st ev

ery
-

p
lace in

 th
e w

o
rld

. F
o
r th

is task
 th

e' 
C

IA
 needs a flexibility and a freedom

 
from

 day-to-day public accountability 
that,' if suffered at hom

e, could com
-

p
ro

m
ise 'th

e co
n

stitu
tio

n
al rig

h
ts o

f 
A

m
ericans. W

hile m
uch C

IA
 w

ork in-
volves undram

atic inform
ation-gath-

ering and analysis, the agency also en-
g
ag

es in
 clan

d
estin

e o
p
eratio

n
s th

at, 
again, 'C

annot be countenanced on the 
dom

estic scene. T
he F

B
I has the clear 

authority to enforce federal law
 in this 

country, and to guard against internal 
S

ubversion. 
A

d
m

itted
ly

 th
ere are "g

ray
 areas," 

w
here the C

IA
's foreign counter-intel-

lig
e
n
c
e
 a

n
d
 th

e
 ,F

B
I's d

o
m

e
stic

-
intelligence activities m

ight overlap—
 

A
m

erican suspects w
ith 	

co
n-' 

. foreign con 
n
ectio

n
s an

d
 v

ice v
ersa. B

u
t th

is 
-w

ould not explain a w
holesale C

IA
 in-

v
o

lv
em

en
t in

 th
e in

v
estig

atio
n

 o
f 

A
m

erican dissidents' like antiw
ar pro-

testers an
d

 b
lack

 ex
trem

ists. T
h

ere 
are h

in
ts th

at th
e p

aran
o

id
 o

f th
e 

'N
ix

o
n

 W
h

ite H
o

u
se w

as at w
o

rk
, as 

w
ell as p

resid
en

tial d
issatisfactio

n
 

. w
ith the F

B
I of J. E

dgar. H
oover and a 

breakdow
n of C

IA
-F

B
I cooperation. 

T
he N

ixon crow
d m

anaged to involve' 
th

e C
IA

 p
erip

h
erally

 in
 W

aterg
ate, 

so
u
g
h
t g

reater p
articip

atio
n
 in

 th
e 

co
v
en

q
i an

d
 p

erh
ap

s su
cceed

ed
 in

 
otherw

ise diV
erting the C

IA
 from

 its 
legitim

ate field. T
he new

 allegationS
 

raise serious questions about tilf‘ 1. 
ersh

io
 of fo

rm
er C

IA
 

H
elm

s, now
 am

bassador to Iran. If an 
in

v
estig

atio
n
 p

ro
v
es it n

ecessary
, 

H
elm

s sh
o
u
ld

 b
e called

 b
ack

 to
 ex

- 
plain his role. 	

' 
T

h
e o

b
jectiv

e O
f fu

tu
re in

v
estig

a-
tions should not be to destroy the C

IA
, 

w
hich has perform

ed m
uch of its func-

tion ably and is m
ore than ever needed 

in
 th

ese h
azard

o
u

s an
d

 co
m

p
licated

 
tim

es. T
he aim

 should be to strengthen 
the C

IA
's effectiveness by keeping it 

on target. B
etter congressional over-, 

sight w
ould be a valuable safeguard, 

as w
ell as a W

hite H
ouse sensitive to 

th
e p

ro
p
er u

se o
f th

e C
IA

 an
d
 d

eter-
m

in
ed

 to
 p

rev
en

t m
isu

se. P
resid

en
t 

F
ord prom

ises the latter. 
In

 th
e p

ro
cess o

f elim
in

atin
g
 an

y
 

am
b
ig

u
ities ab

o
u
t th

e C
IA

's law
fu

l 
fu

n
ctio

n
s an

d
 assu

rin
g
 ad

h
eren

ce to
 

clear ju
risd

ictio
n
al ru

les, th
e ag

en
cy

 
should benefit. A

t the least, it should 
g

et so
m

e b
lessed

 relief fro
m

 th
e re-

p
eated

 co
n
tro

v
ersies th

at' ro
b
 it o

f 
p1,51.ic and congressional support. 


