It conti scom 8 Bﬁc@ cm 85 ::w
Central Intelligence ‘Agency, whose
effectiveness depends on the subtlety
and savvy with which it carries out its
SS_ mission, manages to get involved «
in one public controversy after anoth-."
er. Well, there go- our superspies =
again, bumbling across the front:
pages because some of them apparent- :
ly could not distinguish between their
work and ‘someone else’s. QS:n up
another propaganda .coup for' the-
CIA’s foreign adversaries and domes-.
tic critics, whether or not m:vmmncwnn
inyestigation establishes serious mis-*
deeds on the part of the agency.

Last weekend's report by Hrm st

York Times ‘of large-scale mogmmcn-

intelligence activity by the CIA — ,*.

apparently in violation of the agency’s -
1947 congressional charter.— calls ,mow b

a searching inquiry into what the agen-

‘cy has been up-to and what i is needed.
to6 keep it on the right track in the fu-
ture. Until more facts are: nwomsoma
we will not attempt a. final judgment:
on the allegations, But the ¢laim that -
the CIA maintained intelligence files
on at.least 10,000 Armericans, and en-
gaged in various " “illegal” covert -
operations in this country, deserves .
the most intense sc¢rutiny in the next
session of Congress. This, to be mor
lowed by corrective action if needed,”
is in the interest of American ?mmnoa
as well as the health of the :#m:ﬁmnnm
comm E:G itself.

There is good reason mow wamnEm :.6
CIA out of the domestic-intelligence
?3;2., of the ﬁemﬁ.m_ Bureau of
3 ‘7. besides the simnle mat.

,.§. om ocmmESm Sm 52. ,:6 o; has *
.+ its hands full carrying out its foreign--

EﬂoE@msoPBmuamﬂm with American

interests under attack almost every-

_place in the world. For this task the'

" CIA needs a flexibility and a freedom ..

“that,if suffered at home,

" from day-to-day public accountadbility -
could com-’
“promise ‘the ooamﬁncﬁoam_ rights of-
i Americans. While much CIA work in-

volves undramatic information-gath- '

-ering and analysis, the agency also en-.

gages inclandestine operations that,

*"again, cannot be countenanced on the -

domestic scene. The FBI has the clear

- authority to enforce federal law in this
. country, and to guard: mmmEmﬁ E:w.nm_
: subversion.

-Admittedly there are “gray areas,”
s%mﬂo the CIA’s foreign counter- :.;Q- .

- ligence and the .FBI's domestic--
,EHEmmznm mncﬁﬁmm might overlap—
*"American osmvmnnm with foreign con-’
“nections ‘and vice versa. But this
‘would not explain a wholesale CIA in-

volvement in the investigation of

-Americdn dissidents like antiwar pro-
* “testers and black extremists. There
-are hints that the parancia of the
‘Nizon White Housé was at work, as

well as presidential dissatisfaction

i .with the FBI of J. Edgar Hoover and 4

breakdown of CIA-FBI cooperation.
The Nixon crowd managed to involve’

-the CIA peripherally in Watergate,’

sought greater participation in the
coverup “and perhaps succeeded in

.. otherwise diverting the CIA from its

legitimate field. The new allegations
raise serious n:c::o:m about th d-
ership of former LA

i

,, ,maﬁm now mB_uwmmmaoH. to Iran; If an
.-investigation proves it necessary,
.. Helms should be called back to ex-’

Em:: hisrole. -
- The objective o», future E<mm:mm-.

" tions should not be to destroy the CIA, .

- which has perforimed much of its func-.

" tion ably and is more than ever needed
- in these ‘hazardous and complicated
" times. The aim should be to strengthen

.the CIA’s effectiveness by keeping it

:".on target. Better congressional over-.
*.. sight would be a valuable safeguard,

as well as a White House sensitive to

the proper use of the CIA and deter- .
. mined to prevent misuse. Hunomamnn

Ford promises the latter.

.. In the process of eliminating wu%.
-+ ambiguities about the: CIA’s lawful

functions and assuring adherence to
clear jurisdictional rules, the agency-
should benefit. At the least, it should

- get some blessed relief from the re-

vmwﬂma controversies that rob it of
public and congressional support.



