Undercrround f or the C 'I' A, 'm N ew York
Tells of Spymg on Students

"An Ex—Acent

/}. 2924

~ By SEYMOUR‘(L HERSH -
A former agent for the. Cen
tral Intelllgence Agency, inre-
counting . the : details:- of “his|-
underrover career, says that
New York City became: a-prime

CLA. domestlc spying - ta:get i
" during the late nineteen-sixties|!
because it was: considered ;a2

“big training ground” for radr-
cal ; actrvmes Jdnth
States

The- avent, who spent more| .

tharr -four . years ' in ~the .late?
nmeteen-sntles and’ early sev-.,
_ enties spying ‘on radical groups

in-New: York,. told -The- -New
York: Times that more than. 25
C.LA. agents were assigned to
the city. at the height of ariti-|
war -activity at: Columbla Uni
versrty and elsewhere.:

. The auents were tlg,htly c
trolled by senior officials in the
New .. York - office,. of ,thr Do-.
mev tie Oper t')n,_. Y e e

Ithe massive spym »
. The former "agent said’ that

; lrttle—known domestlc tnit. set mcrease 'of"antlwar dxssent

up in 1964 by the CLA. in during ‘the last months of the

nore than a:dozen cme; across
'the . nation,~the. former ntellr-
gence offxcnaL sald )
- The -+ division’ s osterisrb'le
unctron then was, Iegal to co-
rdinate - with- the-American
orporat:ons supplymg “cover”
for C. IA agents abroad and to

aid ~inthe: mterroganon “ofitelligence. -5py; although it was
American travelers after- their impossible’ to” check all of hls

retum from forelgn countnes

.. The former avent's debcrlp
tion of life as'a domestic C.LA-
spy was provrded dyring a sex
ries of mtervnews ‘last week.
The, contact wrth “The Times
came --after - publrcatlon
Sunday of the'

his mvolvement began “with;

from there," the former agent

last intelligence “official- . with'. inti-

: j,;atlons said yesterday ‘tha

Johnson. Admmlstratlon “And]
then _it* “started ‘to snowball

said. £

The Tlmes, workmg with de-
tails - ‘supplied "by the former,
agent, was able o-verify that
he served as ‘an undercover in-

mformatlon
:The. former C.LA. 'gen
Sisted” on % anonymlty,- salymtr

be forcéd to. publicly” dény any
link to -the agency. -

A hxgh-rankmg Government

TR

mate knowledge of CILA oper—

former -agent’s descrlptxon ‘of
life as a domestic spy’ "seemed}
h little blt far out.” Bul: the'

3 vmvre’l on "d"e "l; Colu.‘ ’ '..’..Z
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official added that he was, un-,
able to deny any -of the agent’ S
°pecxhc allegatlons, pendmv a
check of files,... || !
The - Tlmes, . quotmg well—
- placed sources, reported last
Sunday that the: C.LA. had vio-!
lated its: charter by conducting!
raassive and illegal mtelllgence‘
cperations- aimed . at’ antiwar!
and other American dissidentsi
inside the United States. Intelli-
gence files on at least 10,000
American - citizens - also .were
compiled, -the::sources said,
* Wiretaps. and Break-ins. -
The former intelligence-agent
said that he and other C.LA.
agents ha dalso participated in
telephone wiretaps and break-
ins in their efforts to closely]
monitor the: activities® -of radi-|

SRRSO S,

icals in New. York.’ He added!

that the-'CLAv-had" slipplied;
him with ‘thore ‘than” 40" psy-:
chological’ assessments”of radi-!
cal leaders durmg hls 5 spy
career. -

ngh-rankmv CILA. offlclals,l
mcludmb Richard Helms, - the;
former - Director of- Central
Intelligence and now Ambassa-]
dor to Iran, told Congress “in
the wake of the - Watergate
scandals that" only. two such}
assessments—done by psychia-
trists working for the agency—./|
have ever been prepared on
American _citizens. C

" executives and ‘that’s why we

that if. he was exposed he would}- -

- States; leavmg all such actmty
_ito the Eederal Burea £

- of intelligence: service, becamei

“What - we were trying to
do,” the former C.LA: agent
said in an-interview, “was to
find out what the radicals were
marketing and to learn if- they;
had any new products.”; ¥

“They -were a target company]|
and. we ‘were like a.nother com-}
pany in competition,” he added.
“We’ were..interested " in their

did the profiles, so we could
learn what we'd have’ to offer.
in. order to buy them"aver fco

Pollce Functlon Barred. 3

“Thé: 1947 legxslatson setting
‘'up the C.LA.:bars the agency
from .any secumty ot pelice
function - inside * the .United

3 ':In- :

_vesugatlon

. 2T knew - wnal: the charter
was,”-the “former - agent’ 'said.)

“Pd read it,"but my belief was! | .

that we were doing the- same
function -inside = the United
States ‘as' the. CIA does out-
side "it.*

“The agent sald he: had been
recruited into the CLA. after
graduation- from college
1965. After-training in counter-
intelligence * ‘techniques,” - hjs}
first. assignment was with the
Domestic Operations Drvxsron
office in New- quk

The “former ‘agent reported
that. he did not have direct in-
volvement. in New York with'
members of: the C.LA.'s -coun-
terintelligence staff, which was
headed uritil last wek by James
Angleton. The agent said that
the . counterintelliz gence .activi-
‘tles were normall . conducted at
higher bureaucratic and secur-
1ty levels than hise 7

'l‘radltional Role

Tradltxonally, the’ counterm--
telligence  department of ‘the!
C.OTA. -has _sought to. neutral-:
‘ize and expdse Soviet and other!
forelgn intelligence agents sek-:
ing to operate against the C.IA.
in the United States and -else-,
where in-the world. .~ < .

" The rétirement of Mr, ' An-
gleton, a veteran.of 31 years,

known Monday, a day after}
The Times article was pubished.
s A number ‘of ‘well-informed
C.LA. “sources.. subsequently
confu'med that the bulk of the
actual domestic spying through-
out the United States was cons
ducted by various : offices of
the Demestic: Operations Divi-
sion, . which ;was initially as-

signed to such ‘tasks an-the:i




‘mid-nineteen-sixties as -anru-y
trating agents -into various|
ethnic and emigre groups in}
large cities. ™

“When - I “first came. to
D 0.D.” the former agent said,}
“it was a low-key operatlon-
Mostly we did Maison™ with
other intelligence agencies.

‘Pain’in the Neck’

“And then someone started
noticing those kids,” the for-
mer agent said,. referrmg to
the antiwar activities. “At first
they were: just a pain in.the
ineck. The--local police. and.
IF.B.L " couldrrt” handle it, We
had. the manpower and the
money” . <
.. In.the begrnmng, he saxd

were kept, apparently as aw ad-
-dition- to the- already*existing |
fossiers on ‘the various " far- !
-¢ign-students living in-the New
York area, . 1

“The - first- ‘dctial | [physrcal]
surveillance came when: peopla
like Mark Rudd started moving
around,” he said, Mr.'Rudd was
a leader in the student demon-
strations that disrupted Colum-
bia University for two weeks in
the spring of 1968.:

“We had different IDs for
different jobs. We'd use news-
paper LD.s,-or-flash--a-badge
and say we were a reporterfor
a mauazme—-xt made thmgs a
lot easier.” -~

There were certain necessary
precautions, he added. “If some-
thing happened in New York
Clty you couldn’t say you were
an A.P. [Associated Press] or
New. York Times reporter. We'd
usually use Newsday. Atlantic

¥

Monthly was another good cov-}i .

er—no one ever heard of it.” |
Psychological Profiles

The former: agent said that
the Domestic Operations Divi-|
sion ordered psychological pro-
files on Mr. Rudd “and others
we felt were not )ust 1deallst1c
kids.”

.“Q“d then .we- sta;ted won-|
dering 'where! the “money" wasr_
commv Tfrom,” he said, refer-’
rm's to student protest move-l
ment. My theory and my. be

was’ coming fromthe K.G'B.
[the Soviet. secret mt.ellxgence
agencyl.”

One of the Domestrc Opera-
tions Division’s first. functions

agents into a radical unit tar-
geted for domestic:spying, the
former C.LA. man said. A sec-
ond major:goal was-to. “turn
1somebody- ‘around” —that s,
'convince, a member of a group
to bécome. an informer, -~

v “T could never 1dentxfy my-
self as a C.LA. man,” the*for-

S
P ——

only-files on-student.- dissenters i

lief is that much’of the money: .

was to attempt to infiltrate jtsj

mer agent said. “I always had

" “agent replied, “Look—they [his

. other

e e

to be a student or whatever I|
felt like *at the time. You
couldn’t say you were a cop,
because Jyou mrght be talkmg
toa cop.”

Momtored by Superlors
The former agent repeatedly’
noted. during the

that his activities were closely
monitored - by his -superiors;

“cover”™ office inside a.large
corporate headquarters. :-

" Asked whether he ever ques-
tioned his work; the . former

superiors] were telling us, ‘Keep
an eye on them,’ .and. to .de
that you’re: going to have to
mfnnge on: somebody’s free-
dom.” i

interviews

some ‘of whom maintained al

- ‘whac they were Up ta and pass .

We got the pohcy “from
above,” he added, “but.we all'
felt the same way.” -

¥ “These kids were dlrecdy m-
volved with forergn stuff,” the
former agent continued. “We

always worned ‘about’ druos,
from Communist- ‘China, K.G.BJ
azents and: forejgrr

ns. That’

I previous. mtemews Umt-
ed States “intelligénce -officials
have -characterized il of the
C.LA’s -domestic activities as
being directly related to fore1gn
espionage;: :

- He repeatedly quoted what
he said was a “datch-all phrase”
around.the New York domestic
operations office—* ‘intelligence
is where you find it.”

Helms Used Phrase

" He said he and his colleagues!”

first heard the phrase used by
Mr. Helms on a training.film
supplied by._ the  'C.I.A. head-
quarters that had been shown
‘during a _staff meeting some-
time in 1968.

The former CILA. agent re-
“catled being assigned to take af
iphotograph of a young woman|
believed to-be associated with
radical leaders, “They gave us
a Minolta 101 damera,” he said,
#and told us where she lived
and when to expect her. And
[we snapped some pictures from
‘a ‘parked car as she came by,
shootmv rrght through a Win-

‘CI.A.. man said, -

’ Columbxa

. get out of the country”—that
Is, an overseas agency. assrgn-

c.didn’t know what the kxds

dow.”

“We-: were mterested i the,
kids who were- training her and;
then were gono to send her to,
cities,” -~ he said. “If;
seemed that New York was a
big tranmng ground for cells m'
other cities,! . .-

TA Veryvl‘{ot Tarﬂet’ .
Asked how, the CLA’s do-

mestic espxonage targets werej "

determined, - the - former . agent
said that it “dependcd on the|
individual” under suspicion.. f

“If we. felt that a person was|
workmfr for an agency not to}
our hkmg,” he said, he becamej

t a suspect to be placed under

surveillance, As the antiwar and.
other dissident movements be-~
came more outspoken, he add-:
ed, “any organization that ad-
vocated overthrow of the Con-

stitution became a very hot tar-{

get for us.” :
- By the time he Jeft the agency
in early 1972, he continued, his;
unit's domestrc files were huge.
WAt the end;’” he said, “we were
working on antiwar professors
and attorneys. We'd figured out
a.way to log and map up the
whole world.” """y
'_ “The goal of otir operamon,
he said, “was to find out before:

‘hand what they [radicals] were}

goma to go—it was preventa:
‘tive, We just wanted to-find out

lt'. 'Oﬂ
‘Professors Were

{ “In -that: regard - the former)
“the profes

sors.were gréat.®
to-work  with_you.”

=44 professor;’’ he’ added "no
matter how:liberal he. was—-—he
was_mad:., I*}e t(}ilxdn t'want those

fdlsturbances at
" the; former ~agent
said, he-was “given -an _oppor-|.
tunity  to . .infiltrate : a local]
chapter of .Students for a_
Democratic Society:, 4

i“I had no. qualm
was asked,”” he’ regalled. -
way 1; thought it ‘wWas almost
a promotxon I figured that if
I did real, good, maybe I could

ment E
“I went undercover for four
and a half months,” he said. -

After the bombings and other
violent disturbarices . allegedly
committed by the Weathermen,
the former -agent said,: b‘eing an
undercover agent “got scary.”" "
*. “Before it was like a game,”
he ‘added,’ “but later, “if _you

_were : - blown. . [1dent1f1ed] you

would do to .you.”
-He and other. uhdércover men
in his’ unit worked closely to-

gether he 'said, ‘and even werei -

sent - on specxal out-of towri
trips together. - [ "
i “We' got called w‘hen those
black students took over. Cor-
nell,” he recalled. “About 12
or, 13 of us .went up there
and looked around. We took
'some’ pictures ‘but not muchg
happened Yoo 2 ]
He told how varius *mem-|
Ibers of his.unit in the Domestic}
'Operations . Division, .all . of}
whom had fixed assxgnmcnts,s
would rcsepond to -an emergen-i

cy:
. “Suppose we had two infil-{
trators in.the Rudd: group andj

. ‘would join the pro-Rudd forces
- at’ the demonstration, s6' now|

_ithe infiltrators . [who were
“iways. C.LA. men].

reat’ R

Theyv wanted ) e eager to discuss’ ‘other activities

1F Al let ‘of outs1de wxretaps‘

itratxon and if the’ “‘phone was i’

jing up an outside conversation

we ‘got"d call saying there was|
trouble.. We'd set up a commo

[commumcatmns] van -nearby,f

with the commo gear and some
weapons.” . [The van .also in-
cluded photographs. of the .in-
flltrators for easy spottmg}

| Other "Activities ’I

“Everyor.e then had a differ-
ent’ :job.-The back-up people

you had people all around Rudd.;

Their job.would be to watch in'
case something went.wrong sa!
they ‘would be able to pull oub

he others would take ~ph
t graphs “Wer repor od to 1

~van;'and 1 assume that the: m-,r

telhvence was --put. "togetheri.

“there. and sent.to the New York.
_j‘offlce and’ then on to Washmg-

g nt .was Iess

that he -dnd . “his " colleaguesi

- took part in ~=such'as ‘itlegal;

-

bugging and break -ins, i

were ‘not needed, ‘he ‘said, “be-' .
cause “if you. were on an inf

iyour nane, ‘you. could get the
kids to talk on;the phone’ and
grve us permission for taps:”’’
When _telephone taps were
needed, - he said; advance  au~
thority was always necessary
except in emergency situations.
.. In most cases, he said, the
outside wiretaps were put in
place only after'an informer,
or _infiltrator. gave advance
word of an important telephone
contact that was pending. “If
the call was booked—Ilet’s say|
between 10 and ‘11 at night at
some house, you'd intercept . the
line for only that hour,” e
said. “But you Had to have an
inside man who knew when.the
call was commg o -

SN True Situatxon

In addition to telephone wire-|
taps, the former.agent said, he
‘and his colelagues: eccasionally
would use sophisticated boom
microphones’ capable of pick-

hundreds of feet away.

¢ With a laugh, -the former|
agent noted that he had - seén,
“The Conversation,” a " recent
movie . dealmg w1th an - elec-
tronic snooping.expert. “You
know,” he said, “I had a funny

e



-

L e

_York City, the former .agent

stests,
:hard to.go.on.™

feeling that it was descnbmg
a true ‘situation.”::
Physical break-ins . were also.
used by the -domestic C.LA.
agents, he said, and those, too,
mquxred priot approval from his:
super\m 5. The former agent was:
unable to say whether his supe-|
riors, in turn, had to seek higher;
aut‘xority for such-activities. |
“This- was. a well-organized:
operation,” ‘he said.-*I reported
back to my superior regularty.
There were " times ' when he
called me regutarly at night.”
“Those fellows overseas,” he
added, speaking of C.IA. men
posted in foreign' countries, ‘had
a lot.more play than we did.”".
L Escaped Police Detection "
Asked how.the C.I.A. men,
with their vans and undercover

agents, . could .escape_detection
by other police agencies in New,

said, “We’d bump into the FBL
guys, but they didn’t know who
we were.” He arid his colleagues
also were. under’ ‘carefully ar-
ranged cover, he said, and
could ‘produce identification pa~:
pers; showing ‘that -they: were:
employes on the current payroll
of a New. York -corporation. .” ;
One high-ranking: New. York
City pollc.e official, asked yes-
terday - . about the.. former.
agent’s. account, acknowledﬂed
{l'at he and others in-his spec-
inl unit “had :alivays” assumed i
that the C.ILA. had been In-
volved here.”. -
The official said . t‘xere were
many indirect hints and clues
<f the  C.LA. activity dunng
ths height of the antiwar pro- -
“hut we . ‘had ., nothm

_Central Intelligence Agency.

‘retary .of. State Kissinger and

Jhalt the- controversy over C.LA.

‘agency’s- alleged ‘domestic spy-,
-mformed Government official.
‘a..blue ‘ribbon. . panel: already

“have been :discussed; and. that
*he believed. that the "people at
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Ford Conmdermcr Specml CI A Panel

- Spaclal to The New ‘mrk'nmeu
WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 —
President Ford has under con-
sideration a proposal to. estab-|
lish a public commission to in-
vestigate allegations of illegal
demestic ~ surveillance - by the

-The ‘proposal camé from’ Sec-
others:both inside and outside
the Administration with a belief
that.a public forum would help

activities -and lay the ground-
work for a careful review of the

ing operations, according to one

~This official .said the names
of citizens who would serve on

Vail” (in Colorado where  the
President is on vacation) would|;
—accept some form of Mr.-Kissin-
ger’s recommendations, There
was no indication here of who
- might be named to such a pancl.

Douglas- Called a Target

;- In another development; Time
‘magazine contended in its latest
jssue--that- Supreme Court Jus-
tice William O, Douglas and for-
mer  Representative Cornelius

Gal]agher,
Jersey, were among four politi-|+
cal figures who were put under
C.I.A. surveillance. Time - said

the others were the late Sena-.
tor Edward V..Long, Democrat

Claude Pepper, a Democrat who
was“said to have been “appar-
ently " suspect . ‘because of his

living 'in his’ Congressional. dIS-
trict” in Florida.

idea that ‘he:-can head off any
congressional - mvesngaﬂon
with -. a pubhc commission.]

self,” he said. . "
“Obvxously, it we: dld noth-
ing but step back and watch
everybody else mvestlgate the!
C.LA. without doing something;
ahout it ourselves, that would'
be_ criticized, too,

Mr. Kissinger apparently fe-
layed his  views—to President!
Ford who has ‘with him a 50|
page-report on allegations. of;
C.IA. domestic activities from!
William E.. Colby, » Director oﬁ

of ‘Missouri and Representatwe

contacts with Cuban refugeesj

The Govemmen't offlcxal said
Mr. Kissinger 'doesn’t have any

“Henry’s view, .l think- is, of
course that Congress can in-
vestigate as it should, but that
doesrr't - absolve the ' Adminis-
tration . from mvestxgatmg xt-

Democrat of New Central Intelhgence, “The WhltE\

is considering whether to make

House has. said that Mr.- Fordl
public any or all of the report.}

’c'z'o‘s'e Sarvey of C.LA.

posed by Goldwater

~.Z¢(‘

) OENIX, Ariz., Dec., P)
‘——Congress will be making “a
bjg mistake” if it undertakes:
too strong an investigation of-

.the Central Intelligence Agen-
ey for:alleged domestic spy-.

cing; Senator Barry Goldwater;

Repubhcan of Anzona, sald
today. L
- Mr. Go dwater, holdmg hxs

annual news conference from |
‘his home, said that he had |

‘no’ knowledge of domestic’
. spying. but that.the .C.LA.-
“should” be 'allowed to keep’
t“domestic subverswes" under
surveillance, ~ .

“* don't’ thmk anybody
could say we don’t have some

people who wouldn’t want to |

overthrow the Government,”
he said.
know more about the back-
ground of people like Daniel
Elisberg .and what’s behmd
them. >« .

He also saxd that he could

*not support . Vice. President ! ’

i Rockefeller for the ‘Republi-*-
! can Presidential nomination
i in 1976, but *would be active

LIt would want to.f

tin. support” of :Gay. Ronald
Reagan of Californfa.~ .




