: emestxc file system.

by

Washington
t . Officials of the Central In-
- telligence Agency’s counter-
- intelligence division unsuc-
cessfully sought authority
1 Jast fall to destroy illegal do-
d mestic files on nearly 10.000
- American citizens because
- ‘they feared the newly liber-

5 alized Freedom of Informa:’ -
- tion Act, wel]-placed sources_

. said yesterday. )

d ' The sources said that ihe
effort to gain official sanc-

- tion for the destruction of
the files was a direct resuit -
--of ‘Congress’. amending the - -
act to permit judicial review
¢ - of ‘secret documents.

'I‘he ‘obvious fear, sources

. said, was thet a court suit . -
brought under the legistation .
-'would disclose the existence i

of the executive Secret do—

CIA Reportedi
' ‘Sought- to

Desl'roy
\Domeshc

“As ' initially. enacted hy

. Congress. the disclosure leg-

istation - automatically ..

barred material classified.

as secret from any review, . .0 50
The information about the - ~ = -

CIA’s attempt to deStroy the i

domestic files was obtained -~

" yesterday by the New York

Times after syndicated col-’
“umnist Jack Anderson and.
the Washington Post pub--
lished dispatches yesterday

morning suggesting that the:. . . 0. i

civiliun gdossiers had been
rouiinely . supplied to the CIA

" hy The " Jusiice Dﬁﬁ'ﬂmmt "o The. perso

o 1970.

Justice Depanmont ofﬁ- |

cials said yesterday ewe:"

_ ning. however, thtttheyhlq
been informed that the CIA -

had not made anly use of the
1970 files. and had destroyed

The Timos' sources fun- "

ther = reaffirmed = that.  the

CIA's counter -intelligence .
division’ had ' maintained He .
own ﬁle system on Amorl- o

:cancntlzens

The sources said that ﬂn"

“CIA request for permisdm

" fo. destroy. the .documests

* 'was made by alow - échelasi

- amployee who “had’  direct

- .comtrol over °the domestic
" file ‘system. The request was

: -, made to the CIA Jegal office, -

; the request did nat do 30.on

“his own, ene wellinformed 2!
vsouree said, buthebaduen__ T -
“told to ﬁnd em'oy; B

No past or pnsent CIA of‘
- ficial ‘could be: found yester.
‘day whio would discuss the
- concern within “the -agency
: last fall about.its domestic :
mes on Americans -

. But a source close “to
‘ . Jomes J. Angelton, the for-
mer chief of “eounterintel-
~ligence whose retirement be-
.came known en
.23, 'said that the whole quide-”
_tion of - files was examined
late last year. This source
said that concern about the
files' arosé inside the cous-
ter*ntelhgence division .
. Nu-Yorlc Timm :




