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C
olb?rs(R

eport: A
 C

harg' 	
st H

elm
s 

eA
gaili  

B
efore R

ichard H
elm

s arrived hom
e 

last w
eek from

 his post as am
bassador 

to Iran
, h

e h
ad

 alread
y learn

ed
 a fact 

he could hardly believe: H
is old friend 

an
d

 su
ccessor as d

irector of th
e C

en
-

tra
l In

tellig
en

ce A
g
en

cy
, W

illia
m

 
C

olby, had turned over  to th
e Ju

stice 
D

ep
artm

en
t evid

en
ce su

ggestin
g th

at 
w

hile in C
IA

 H
elm

s had authorized il-
legal activities. 

M
oreover, H

elm
s learned, C

olby's ac-
tion

 w
as n

ot th
e resu

lt ef an
 ord

er or 
in response to subpoena! It w

as volun-
tary. 

m
om

en
t R

ich
ard

 N
ixon

 left th
e 

te H
ou

se, C
olb

y b
egan

 an
 in

vesti-
. gatton

 of C
IA

 activities d
u

rin
g th

e 
N

ixon
 years. lie d

iscovered
 op

eration
s 

h
e th

ou
gh

t w
ere of q

u
estion

ab
le legal-

ity an
d

 tu
rn

ed
 th

e facts over to Ju
s-

tice. H
e d

id
 so even

 th
ou

gh
 th

e activi-
ties h

e d
escrib

ed
 w

ere covert an
d

.  had 
b

een
 con

d
u

cted
 in

 H
elm

s' official ca-
pacity. 

T
his w

as the act w
hich set in m

otion 
th

e ch
ain

 of even
ts lead

in
g to ch

arges 
th

at th
e C

IA
 h

ad
 violated

 its ch
arter. 

C
olb

y's in
-h

ou
se in

vestigation
 led

 to 
leak

s; th
ese leak

s an
d

 C
olb

y's rep
ort 

to th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t led
 to a re-

q
u

est from
 P

resid
en

t F
ord

 for a fu
ller 

rep
ort. T

h
is secon

d
 rep

ort led
 to S

ec-
retary of S

tate H
en

ry K
issin

ger's su
g-

legion
 for a b

lu
e-rib

b
on

 com
m

ittee to 
con

d
u

ct an
 in

vestigation
. M

ean
tim

e, 
th

e agen
cy is p

aralyzed
 an

d
 p

rob
ab

ly 
could not conduct a m

ajor covert oper-
ation now

 if one w
ere required. 

H
elm

s w
as n

ot th
e on

ly m
an

 to b
e 

d
u

m
b

fou
n

d
ed

 b
y C

olb
y's con

d
u

ct. T
o 

one high official w
ho asked him

 point-
b

lan
k

 w
h

y h
e d

id
 it, C

olb
y cited

 th
e 

post-W
atergate clim

ate in the country. 
It w

as h
is d

u
ty, h

e th
ou

gh
t, to restore 

the m
orale of the agency and the coun-

try's confidence in the. agency, and the 
best ,w

ay to do that w
as to stick w

ithin 
the law

. 
'T

h
e th

in
gs th

e agen
cy u

sed
 to get 

"
H

elm
s (left) w

as 

by w
ith and the stories or non-stories it 

used to tell the C
ongress are no longer 

p
ossib

le,"
 h

e told
 an

oth
er sen

ior offi-
cial w

ho expressed dism
ay. "F

rom
 now

 
on

, w
e h

ave to op
erate accord

in
g to 

th
e b

ook
; an

d
 if th

e b
ook

 w
on

't allow
 

u
s to op

erate, th
en

 th
e cou

n
try h

as to 
d

ecid
e eith

er to p
u

t u
s ou

t of b
u

sin
ess 

or to change the book." 

T
h

e "
b

ook
"

 is C
IA

's ch
arter w

h
ich

 
gives it p

ow
er to con

d
u

ct esp
ion

age 
an

d
 oth

er covert op
eration

s, b
u

t p
ro-

h
ib

its d
om

estic activity excep
t th

at 
n

ecessary to p
rotect its ow

n
 secu

rity 
an

d
 sou

rces of in
telligen

ce. H
elm

s is 
p

resu
m

ab
ly relyin

g on
 th

is excep
tion

  

to th
e n

o-d
om

estic-activity law
 w

h
en

 
he says he authorized no illegal activi-
ties. 

A
n

d
 if th

e b
lu

e-rib
b

on
 com

m
ittee 

su
ggested

 b
y K

issin
ger can

 p
re-em

p
t 

th
e field

 an
d

 k
eep

 th
e C

on
gress from

 
investigating, H

elm
s w

ill m
aintain this 

d
efen

se b
efore frien

d
ly an

d
 u

n
d

er-
standing inquirers, m

ost of w
hom

 w
ere 

associated w
ith C

IA
 in a pre-W

atergate 
clim

ate. 
M

eantim
e, C

olby's initiative has bro-
k

en
 th

e old
 sch

o41 tie w
h

ich
 h

as lon
g 

b
ou

n
d

 th
e agen

cy's ch
ief officials. H

e 
an

d
 H

elm
s w

ere ,b
oth

 veteran
s of th

e 
w

artim
e O

ffice of S
trategic S

ervices. 

A
fter the w

ar, C
olby w

orked for a tim
e 

in the law
 firm

 of M
aj. G

en. W
illiam

 J. 
D

on
ovan

, ch
ief of th

e w
artim

e esp
io-

n
age service, w

h
o lob

b
ied

 h
ard

 for a 
C

IA
 and w

as broken-hearted w
hen he 

w
as not nam

ed to lead it. 
B

y the tim
e C

olby joined the agency, 
H

elm
s w

as already on the w
ay up. B

ut 
th

ere w
as n

ever an
y en

m
ity b

etw
een

 
the tw

o. O
ne veteran of C

IA
 explained 

th
e stra

n
g
e co

u
rse o

f ev
en

ts a
s 

follow
s:' "

H
elm

s h
ad

 to con
d

u
ct th

e 
agency under N

ixon, and C
olby had to 

conduct it after N
ixon. T

hose tw
o tim

e 
fram

es are really a couple of centuries 
apart." 

0
 1975, L

os A
n

geles T
im

es 

n
ot th

e on
ly m

an
 to be du

m
bfou

n
ded by C

olby's con
du

ct."
 


