By JeremmA’Leary

lowa attorney Davxd
Belin, an old acquaintance ;
_of President Ford; has been .
selected to be’ executive
director .of the *‘blue rib--
bon”’ éommiission which willk»
investigate the CIA Q-

dent ‘Nelson A. Rockefeller,
chairman of the CIA inves-
tigating commission, is ex->
-pected. to. -establish’ -offices
“in the new Execunve Office
Bmldmg at the northeast \

‘ corner -of ‘17th Street.and
Peninsylvania Avenue NW,

-on’the. recommendation of

determine if the agency was ; ' White House: Chief: of: Staff

engaged in illegal-domestic
spying, - the ~Star-News
learned. last night. S

Belm ‘46, served in 1964
as' a counsel to the Warren'
Commission, which investi-
gated the assassination of
President John F. Kennedy. .
Ford, then a Michigan con- -
gréssman, was a member of
that panel. "

Informed sources. sard
Belin will. preslde over a. -
staff of about 15, including
seven mvesngators. a legal -
counsel a. congressmnal
liaison representative, &
staff administrator; a press

spokesman and several

secretanes

THE BELIN staff, whlch
will work -under the overall -
supei-vmon of Vice Presi-

Donald Rumsfeld. . .
*.Belin, the Star-News was

- told, wasg selected for.the
.key, executive directorship .
“from a long list of nomi-

nees, most of whom were

interviewed by Rockefeller

-aide Harry Albright before

“'the selection was miade. .
.The commission, named

‘last Sunday* by Ford, will

“hold its first orgamzauonal

meetmg on Monday. Belin’s
assignment as executive
'director ‘is expécted to.be
-announced “at the White
House_ over. the weekend
“while the commission staff
1s bemg assembled

SINCE 1966, Belm ‘has
been a’senior partner in the
Des Moines law firm of Her-

‘rick, Langdon, Belin .and
‘Harris, which represents

several corporate chenté in
civil matters.
During - the 1968 cam-
aign, he was chairman of
Lawyers for Nixon-Agnew.
Belin is the author of a

“book, *‘You Are the'Jury,”
"-which defended the ‘results

‘of the Warren Commission’s

“investigation. The book was
»publlshed in 1973,-omthe
"10th  anniversary: of - the*

Kennedy assassmatmn

THE WHITE House yeé— ..

terday issued a strong en-
dorsement of former Solici-
tor - General Erwin N..
Griswold, who is one of the
eight members of the new
‘blue ribbon commission.
Press Secretary Ronald
Nessen said:-Ford considers

Griswold ““to be a' man-of"
stature, - expenence and» mal
’ * ‘commission and:its staff a’

integrity.” B L
. The" endorsement was.

‘prompted by a report in the.

- New York Times that Gris-

wold had been investigated
by the ‘Watergate "grand
jury for possible perjury in

‘connection with his, Senate
stestimony - concerning - the

ntérnational Telephone

- smn ” Nessen sald

) and Telegrap ‘Cor

trust case. No indictment
was issued as a result of the
probe. .

Nessen sald Ford knew
that Griswold . ““had -had
conversations with the spe- -
cial prosecutor” concermng :
the matter.. . %

f4¥ith ' that ' foreknow}; »
‘edge, the President madeis.;
decision that he wanted
Griswold on the coni }

IN APPOINTING “the L
commission by executive
order, Ford ordered it to re-
port its findings on‘alleged
illegal CIA actlvmes w1th1n

three months, *

-The Presldent d1d not

- give the .commission power .
‘of :subpoena, “but said he -

woilld make available to the

50-page report “on -’ the
charges of domestic spying. -
The report, submitted to
Ford by CIA Director Wil-
liam Colby more than two
weeks ‘ago, is said to ac- ;
knowledge that some vi ﬁ
tions of the CIA’s legislative *
charter had been com lit- |

‘to Head Staff of CIA Panel

ted. The document is being
“ held in secret by the White'
House.
The commlssmn ls ex-
- pected to take testimony
“from present and former
officials of the intelligence
agency, and will work

closely w:th Congress. Five .

X AP

cy.:

congressxonal commxttees
have indicated they intend
to hold hearings on the ac-
cusations agamst the agen-

ONE OF THE flrst th—
nesses the commisson is
expécted to hear is former

during his stewardship.

'CIA Dlrector Rlchard
Helms, now ambassador to .

Iran, who has been in Wash-
ington for more than a

" -week. Helms has conferred
" with'Ford and Secretary of

State Henry A. Kissinger
about the CIA's activities

The blue nbbon mvesuga-
tion was ordered by 'Ford .
after the New York Times
charged that the-agency
maintained files on nearly
10,000 American;citizens -
and conducted domestic’
surveillance of citizens in

. violationof the law., ...



