~CIA Read Meany s Mnll i
In’50s as Fund Check
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< The; Central . Intelligence
Agency secretly read the mail
of AFL-CIO President George
Meany and two senior interna-
tional aides during the 1950s
to monitor the flow of covert
U.S. funds to- anti-Communist
trade unions in Europe. .
- A high-ranking former. intel-
ligence official who personally
took part in‘the program said
the mail cover operation was
directed at Meany as well as
at Jay Lovestone, the AFL-
CIO’s now retired director of
international affairs, and Irv-
ing Brown, the AFL.CIO’s Eu-
ropean representaﬂve B .
" The former official, who: .re-
quested. that his jame not be
‘publicly " divulged, said ~the’
mail cover operatlon was inau-
gurated because- the CIA ‘was
not-able to get. sufficient fi-
; ponting from “the
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as conduits ﬁor agency funds

to European trade unions.

_The CTA - declined to maKe
any official comment either on
the mail cover:program or the.
suggestion that e agency
funneled money through the
American trade union-move-|
ment to foreign unions.. .

. The first public disclosure
of CIA subsidizing of. trade
unions - in Europe . and -Latin
America was made-ip. the. aft-
ermath of the - disclosure by
Ramparts magazine in 1966 of
clandestine CIA - funding of
the National Student Associa-
tion. .

A" number | of: American
trade’union lJaders including
the late Walter Reuther of the
‘United Auto Workers; Arnold
Zander, former president of
the American ‘Feder&*an of
State, County ‘and M ¢ipal |
Employees, and Charles Perllk

unions :that served
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of ‘The Amencan Newspaper
Guild confirmed subsequenﬂy
‘that their untons served "as
CIA money conduits.” -
But  Meany, ‘Lovestone ‘and
Brown have denied the exist-
;ence of financial relationships
the Al'bCIO and the
{CTA. So has the CIA* i
The CIA became invo'ﬁed‘m
the Eardpein Mibor™ movement
shortly ‘after. World: ‘War- 110’
“éollsbotation. with - AFL and
€10 .officials. Communist uh!
' i6ns and trade unioh'¢onféder- |

'mént, and Africd.
pwo’ dtficial parﬁcipants in
the CIA’s program to binild up
the. nnd-Commmm trade un-
jon movéxient in FEurope “dur-
ing the 1050s spoke, of-difficul-
ties in getting adediiate finan-
‘tial aceounting “from the un-
jons. '
- “If you're nmnmg ‘a bank
‘and _you-: “have:  doubts about
' oney ls going,”
‘daid on alumi,

helLthism‘ttﬂlE’Wo’n
civil - iiberties-7Maybé-~ you

 The fornver | e
cfal who.seid hg read'k mﬁ' .lof
~betwee

Ws but on the whole 1o one}
‘was being yobbed,” the former]

CIA ‘calde -recalled. . “Alle)
Dnulled the lgte ‘CIA “dizactor
always used to say; ‘you've. got
}o giye  them the dough and:
eave them a certain amount
of independence.””

When the program of trade
union cooperation - with - the
CIA began. in the post-World
War. 11 years, hefore :'the
merger between the AFL ‘and
CI0,.it was the AFL that ini-
tially. entered into secret oper-
atronal agreeme,n,ts ith . the

¢y. The. €10 it was mns
ood complained ahout
;arrangement.
. 1953, however, Victm'
ther hecame the Eunopenn

the
“you try to ﬁnd out What the

fresentativé of thé CIO: A

former director ‘of the CIA’s|C
International. -.Organizations
Division, Thomas W..Braden,
wrote-in' The Saturday. Eve-
‘ning-Post .in 1967 that he fun:
-nelled: $50,000 :in |$50..bills to
Yictor Beuther through hxs

to mﬂu ence Tabor
: West'  Germany.

Victor Reuther, wrote Braden,, n

$pent the money with “som
ﬂ:ingfxmmumn perfect wig‘

thq Amerim trade -~unions
abroad was supervised by.the
agency’s International Organi- |
zations eI';ivlsion Brad';: was

|don,.. ..~

‘Meany acknowlel g

iemm,-_ma ‘Helms;

‘now
ambassadm‘ to Iran, ‘will- -ap-

. of

’hearlng is to° enabfe the com-
mittee to ‘question” Ambassa-
“dor ; Helms - oncerning testi-
mony “which he gave ;during

'statement

hig “eonfirmation heﬁngs in
deruary, 1973, on the. subject

‘of> the' domestic netivities of

the - . Central: Intelligence
Agency," Sparkman said

&

At that time Helms di

Menny, when 1
Dec. 19 on the AFL- .
nections’ with the CIX on
Dick’ Cavett show,
_“That’s compﬁteiy

The only pe!

separate luncﬁes
CIA directors ¥
Helms\and Joh



