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Possible ‘Domestic: Age
The Senator,in his; first
terview- since .the: published
perts of alleged C.LA; domestic
ing, noted-that he and his’
investigators hed besd ufiabie
o develop. dny. direct-evidence’
-‘Hiaking the intelligence ‘agency.
‘t> major involvement in the
break-in' at -Démocratic head-
quartérs: in the Watergate som<f . =" wisy oo S
piex on June 17,3672 <. * L8 YIRS, by
sml'r?m:r ;eplc:ﬂr: Bp:ll:;‘rs': Water- after  the “breackein "here. Mr,
gate cémﬁitfe.e' ~staff,’ ‘Lee: R McCord, had, ~reti1:‘ed.;._:f.rqm.the_
pénnington JE- 2 CIf.:\ e éx—'"a; intelligence -agency in " 1970
e e = < OPEVE%) tter ‘mote -than 20 years ‘of
tiva who was a minor figure in - REI
the “Watergate ! coveér-up, was
dapicted -as-possibly’ being *aj. - i Adnin :
domestic- agent.””- Such activitv.| Continued on:Page 42, Column ¥
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- .The staff:- study, ©. however,

‘at one time [early in 1974},

- ‘while ‘highly critical of  the

Zial

(fbnﬁnixed From l’age‘l, ‘col. 7

C.LAs actions before and after
the breack-in was generally un-
“able’ to do more than raise
squestions and suggest possible

careas for further investigation.
"_At the time of the report’s re-
tlease -on- June 2, 1974, Mr.
‘Baker and Fred D. Thompson,
*the committee’s minority coun:
.sél, complained that.the C.LA.}
“had “categorically” refused to
_cooperate. -l .

_ Data Refused by.CLA. -
* iMr. Baker- said in the-inter-
"view from his.home in-Hunts-
-ville, Tenn;, that the C.LA. had ;
repeateilly refused to ‘declas-|
sify aits files on -Mr. Penaing-
ton and others believed by the
Senator’s staff to have some
knowledge. »; of - ~Watergate.
Among-other‘materials refused
to- the " committee, . Mr. Baker
said, were the télephone diaries
and office ;logs of- high-level
'GLA " officials “for- the week
ollowing the burglary. =, =
“The - new_ disclosyres. of  al-
eged -‘domestic. spying, -~ Mr.
tBaker-said, make it imperative
Ithat. ‘the ' “leadership -of - the
Senate. promptly . nolify - the
“GI.A: and .other -intelligence
agenciés to keep: their records,
“intact ‘and. to destroy nothing
“while: we make a decision on

‘how.to proceed.” - . ..

...0nce. ongress works out the
“appropriate. form. for 'a far:
‘reaching inquiry, the Senator
.said, *I think-we're bound to
‘find ‘out ‘more about-the agen-

cy's’ role .in- Watergate.” Hej.

said he would urge that Con-
§:es§. provide -subpoena, power
Jor -its- investigators.... - .
'* ‘Mz, Thompson, the minority
“counse] who is now a partner
“in. a.Nashville. law: firm, said
‘a telephone’ interview that
“it's ‘absolutely clear’that we
“didn't -have the. whole ball-of
-pax” regarding the C.LA...

i Ip's” apoarent now,” he.ads
sded, “that ‘we were running
irto some  of these- domestic
TCLA. activities.” : T
. .'Door Was Slammed"’
4“1 remember that we were
:damanding. several things and

“we. weer told it might be given
“to- us,” Mr. Thompson said.
i e kept pressing them. [the
yCILAJ and finally they - told
* Senator Baker, in effect, that
Zany . further information they
“were going to give would go to
sthe oversight committees”—the
“intelligence -subcommittees of
“the Senate and House Armed
_Services Committees. = - -
' “The door was slammed in
“oua face;” Mr. Thompson said.
. The . Pennington incident
“seemed to be the most specitic
wexample - of . alleged C.LA.
-wrong-doing cited in the Baker
{report, whosa call for further
.inquiry went unheeded at the
time. o

The report said that the

¢

“|{Democrat of - Michigan,. subse-
“lquently ‘questioned 'Mr. Pen-

“that the CTAshad in.its’pos-!
session, -as "eafly ‘as. June of!
1972, information that one of
their paid operatives, ‘Lee ‘R,
Pennington Jr., had -entered the
James McCord résidence short-
Iy after the Watergate break-in
and'. destroyed . documents
which might show .a- link be-
tween McCord and the- C.I1A.”
“it seems that the-Pennington
matter was extremely sensitive
not only because of the above-
mentioned facts,” the:Baker re-
port said last summer, “but be-
cause Pennington may - have
been a domestic agent, possibly
in violation of the C.LA.s.C

ter” . Lt e
* 7 _Colby’ Inquiry Cited " .
‘One : C.LAA, - source--told. the
Baker investigators;-the report]
said, that a special in-house in<|
vestigation of the agency’s link
6 Watergate ' wis'conducted by
the- C.LA. in late 1972, undet]
the direction of William E, Col-
by, \the present ‘Director . of
Centret #ntelligénce . who wasy
then. executive director of-thej
CLA: - inF=lig vl o Al
*.'The inguiry was so secret, the
Baker report :quoted 2 CLA
employe. as having™ said,” that
one of the officials conducting
the inquiry **was instructed to
keep ‘no; copies- of_ his_findings
and to make no records. He did
his own typing and utilized no
secretaries.” L .. S
 In :the telephone :interview,
Mr. Thompson- noted- that the
CIA. had depicted Mr.- Pen-
nington’s job to_be the routine
collection .of public materals.
“But if that’s all Pennington
was doing,” Mr. Thompson said,
“why the extreme measures tojl
cover-it up? The ‘C.LA. raised[
héaven and earth to.cover up
his involvement. It raised ques-i
tions ‘then and :even’ greater|-
questions- now about. the C.LA.
and Watergatae ‘dnd’ domestic
OpPerations.’. .= o b dini o0

Congressionial:.sources - said

R

subcommittee, headed by Rep-
resentative . Lucien’ N. Nedzi,

nington last year and concluded

in any -llegal operations. Mr.
Pennington was in his 70's: at
the time. .~ -~ <2 o . .
“He was just clipping articles
sional. source’ said, 10
thowever, that the CLA. delib-k
erately sought; to misiead™ the
F.BI about the Pennington role
in the burning of documents at
Mr. McCord’s house in ‘August,
1972—months -before. the: Wa-
tergate cover-up began to un-
ravel, Bt RN
Mr. Thompson acknowledged
that -“Pennington did look like

ater that the-House intelligencel .

that he had not been -involved}

tor the C.LA." .one Congres:\'
The- source .did. acknowledge, [l -

a kindly old gentleman.”

“But the point is,” he.added,l’
“i¢ the C.LA. was this concerned}
about Pennington, -what -else

-staft’s investigators had learned

would” an inquiry. into_his file
reveal?” -° ' e
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