Investigating th the CIA."

The con(mwsxor:{)amed b Presxdent Ford to mvestxgate l
charges of domestic spying by ‘the Central Intelligence | -
Agency would inspire: greater confidence if so many of
its: members did not. have close ties to- the ‘national’
security establishment. N .

The -presence -of -Vice Presxdent Rockefeller as chair=
.man- hardly gives the panel the ‘detachmeént from’ past |
pohcxes that would be destrable for a genumely inde-:
pendent mqulry "Hisown.. respons:bllltles ‘and vxews.
and those expressed. over- the - years by. other cominis-:
sion members - leave < no ‘doubt - that.-they. honor the

'necessxty for’ mamtammv an. effechve mtelhgence and
counter—mtelhoence capablllty-—a necessxty we: do-not
questlon RPN
T What - is'less clear is-the dept ‘of
parallel necessxty for exerc1smg the intelligence function
in’a manner: fully consxstent “With V1dual freedoms

and the rule of faw. These are the very issues raised by
the: dxsclosures Wwhich led to the commission’; s formation,

" Mr..Ford has asked ‘the” panel “ta’ determme whether
:the C.IA7 has’ exceeded its: statutory authorlty " “This.
cannot be the propﬂrl functxon of an ad-hoc: comrmssxon’

ultunately the- ourts whlch detemune whether the law
hag been v1oIated Tne Justlce Department no less than
“ther Congress ‘cannot shed its responslb:htnes for movmc
_agdinst any .violations' of law.
. Where this commission could be properly helpful 15 in
<jts. “second directive from the President: “to determme
whether ﬂ\xstmg safeguards . are .adequate "to preclude
[Central intelligence) Agcncy activities -that might’ go
beyond it3 authority.” “This is the nub of current concern.
* Whatz.2r the commission’s conclusions, the real initia-
tive. for nforcmg effecuve oversight on the nation’s:
intelligence community continues to lig-in Congress The
varigus committees plannma hearings. or: consideration
of. revxsed overswht procedures may dérive some 1n51ght,

throuah th
‘not.-become rapretext-to’ dela) or: 'cxrcumscube their:
own mdependent mvestlgatlon, preferably by a"-'omt
House-Senat ‘ commxttee :

ckefelter: parwl but s sxistence” muse] -



