WxPost/CIA/ Domestic Intelligence:Marilyn Berger's 1 /1/715 "Angleton Move May Hit Israel”
jump head (p. 1 subhead "Israel May Feel Impact." w 1/1/75

While for other purposes whether this story idea originatid with Berg‘é;-wor the Pbst
of her/its gourdes would be material, for the following comment it is not relevant.

Her talk-show appearances after she returned from China identify her as still a
cold warrior, probably of social-democratic belief.

The thrust of this story is that the firing of Angleton may be hartful to Israel
because Angleton and Israeli intelligence had worked out a bj-pass of "established channels"
and because Idraeli intelligence is so good. .

For this fo be true, there would have to be what she does not say, an input to Israel
from the CIA and via Angleton alone. If this had been the case, then there would be no point
in not saying it because it will be read in by other intelligence services, including Arab,
And if it had been the case, there is absolpbbly no reason why any other professional in
Angleton's slot could not perform the same function. Where it gould bemefit Israel, by
giving to Israel, a fongolisn idiot from Mecca would serve as well as éngleton.

] A fundamental factual error is relevant, really basic, in congideration of wimkikiemr
whether the converse, that the Angléton firing could hurt the U.S., is or could be true.
She concludes what amounts to a defense of both Angleton and the CIA by saying that

- -degpite his obvious political bias (far-right) "he dealt only with raw ihtellifence and
* did not participate in drawing up the national intelligence estimates on which policy -

is baged." This is entirely false. The only possible correct for*g‘tion is that he did not,
personally, draw these estimates up. He did "participate" by bbing first of all a source
off intelligence, then an initial filter (after those below him also filtered), then a censor

- of what is put into channels, and in the analyses he prepared or had preapred and then
went over himself. And, of course, there is no possibility of separating belief from
intelligence analyses becauscbelief dominates what is seen and perceived and understood
and interpreted and then written, even if one does not permit belief to interfere with
reporting. The national intelligense estimates used to work upward, not downward,and
there is no reason to believe this has changed in any way. Or could.

Berger has to know this. Any Washington political reporter has to know it. So
does the national desk have to know it. The question why the gross error that amounts
to a defense of the indefensible? '

. The whole thing is doctrinally wrong, toos The departure of Angleton can have sig-
nificance only if it signals a change 6f policy. In this case the reason obviously has
nothing to do with policy toward Israel..-However, t}eere may be a change imminent if not
already started, toward Israel. Then this kind of sgn?r? tends to blame, for those who will

not approve a change in policy, those other than the ones who cause changes in policy. Not
Ford or Kissinger, for example, but the protest over domestic wrong-doing by the spooks,
who,were doing wrong to those Berger doesn't like, perhaps? The departure of Angleton

can t influence what the Israelis were willing to give CIA either because they know very

well that what he got was not for him alone. What he got was for CIA use and the government's.
To this his presence or absence is immaterial because if the Israelis did not trust his ‘
subordinates or his successor, they would have no trouble working aut anyther "bypass."

The same people would then get th¢ same intelligence only by a different channel,

I think she also errs in assuming that what the Israelis would give would be only
. “paw intelligence" that would then be kept as "raw intelligence" by Angleton. The latter
for sure. The Israells would not be giving copies of thidr own raw intelligence. They would
not disclose agents' identifications or sources, etces They would give an analysis or a
summary or a paraphrase or, more likely, a combination and probably from more than one souPce.

Taken with the continuing Post downplay of the whole story, which continues, thigdki
of story and this kind of error raise questions about the Post's policy at the least. I
is in the positionuof defending the CIA when it is under proper criticism, the kind of

criticism the Post has made of the FBI, for example, where the FBI could claim jurisdiction,
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James :Angleton over- allega-
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ices informed of ‘intelligence
relating to the securtty .of that
country. In many cases, the in-
formation involves threats of
foreign lubversion. i

For a number of reasons,
however:; -Israel ;was treated
apart from the Middle East re-

sonally serve Uaison with

Israeli intelligence services,
Informed sources. said this

are conslde;.‘ed hlgh]y ‘sepsi
¥ “tive in the United States. :
~§ It has also: heen” suggested
.| that - Angleton -had:* &~ pro-
+ Israli bias, partly because he,
:  as'a staunch anti-Communist,
«-looked. ‘:ipon Israel as .a bas
/ition a nmsoviet»lncn:slons
n the -Middle “East." For this
reason, he wanted to keep Is-
‘rael separated from the CIA
Middle East -desk, “which is
- largely staffed by ™ Arabists
.who, by’ training and-inclina-
b :tion, tend to favor the Arab
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) . ;

i/ ‘esplonage, thesé Sources said,
=~ a great deal depends on the|
& {belief in the personal mtegri;
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“Because 0f Angleton;” said

-, oné* informant, “many. foreign
“-intelligence. . services *-main:.|
: tained close liaisrm with ‘the
- agency.” ]
It was. partly on guch infor-}

' have stood up well in the past.}
1t is: conceded that ‘Angleton
may -have_held anti-Commu-

 nist biases™of the Cold War va-
riety, but it is stressed that he
dealt only in raw intell.lgence
~and did - not : participate in
-'drawing up (the national intel-
ligence estimates on. which
“policy is based. : ;
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‘#raphing. «codebooks’ from the]
ioreign - embassies  which.
would be useful in reading.
past messages, ‘even if the
country changed its code after
the burglary. The National
curity Agency makes tape rec-
ordings ‘of . coded " broadeasts
troin foreign - embassies and
. them on -file so past
smission .can be read lf‘
mdes are broken. .

»‘é{nﬂe former agent sald that
i of ‘thé ‘burglariés were!
doné pnmarﬂyafor “harassment
purposes in retaliation for some-
-thing that happened' overseas,
A Tot of them were intended
lto be discovered.” If -a U.S.
‘embassy in a -foreign capital
was burglarized, he -explained,
the CIA might do a-similar
: break-in in Washington' or New
[York to retaliate. .- .
| ,'Al), cy tyainees» e )
| other ex CIA" ‘ampldyess said, ||

e .




stor IP.PX‘OVII,

thorlze a ‘breakin. In '#
‘he.

*L don't want fo

malrmw;'

/N v k City whare
xy;:mm.,&

they . couldn’t get the mm
power,” the agent. said.

rglu'y :Had.

el ﬁ'
n was -that during 'the:

10805 :divlsion chief could U
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S © weam o R

] ” i yvamadle o

i gidcans ciﬂzensﬂ:!v,ithin aths
tates oBgh

"huted that the CIA has' m;:gd

contact with “tens of :thou.

_sahds” of dﬁgeps who e}

u‘e »,snt ‘,%i d, "
them-were ever,mdu.
ance.”" i
=/ There are ﬁles ;n
that have, tens of thomhdqr
zens’ Names on : :them,” $h
ent said. “That fact is. %oin
to shock ‘some peopl‘e
re’s " no renson why it
ould.”.
""" ’l‘ he l‘eports of CIA involv.-
jment in domestic spying were
en 4 restrospective. note_ of
fgrroboration - in testi ny
en by former White 'Hi




