Beglns, Fu]l |
Probe pred |

- Wiliam . Grelder ,
Washington Post Blas? Writer
The presldentlal commission i
investigating . charges of = do-|
‘mestic spying by the Central
Intelligence Agency began its
work yesterday with a promise
from its chairman, Vicé Presi-|
dent Rockefeller, that Ywe are
going to get-to the bottom of
this problem.” -

The eight commiasion mem-
‘bers spent more than six hours
in_ private ‘briefings, listening
to- CIA Director Willlam E.|
Collly- and his_two predec
Bors; Defense. Secretary. J.
R, Schlesinger and U.S. Am-|
lxbuudor to Iran:Bichard
Helms, the three men in'c
mand of the:seeret agencym
most of the: past:decade;. :

Nothlng_ m'xbstance ‘was
d.lsclosed" ab

porters in. 1 ‘Executtve Office
Building corridor that ‘CIA ‘de-
mestic _ abuses-. over.: the. last
‘generation’ wete :no more than
a - small num:ber ‘of "misde
meanors.” : :
- “QOverall,” Schlesinger said,
“‘orie must recognize: that these
"bear on the entire history ef
‘the Ce’ntral Intelllgem_,
-Agency .over a. period. in- i
cess of 20 years and one m
recognize that the, numbs
lhilsddmeanors in ‘that “pe)
nquulte smal.l.’
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% The domestic “activjties” E‘
fuestion - first surfaced, he
nid, during - the 'CIA’s inter-
hal investigation of its role

]ln the - Watergate affair, an

ch cn. An, Col. F

ln%he "m e

‘The three CIA cb.lefs who
appeareéd before Rockefeller’s
commission yesterday were
not required to testify under
oath but -they did' sign an
interrogation waiver, yielding
their Fifth- Amendment rights

;velop from the -controversy. .

{[mission heard separately from |

S

§ attended, but former .Cal
| nia- Gov. Ronald .Rés

v A g e

‘{will meet again next Monday
and,
: %tger material, it will begin|

. Jﬁln three months and we'll}

{Vice President said. -

] T Frederick Md., 'l‘uesil 1

against self-incrimination, a
-step that' would allow the
-government to use any of the|
transcribed testimony in anyl|;
.prosecutions which might de-|

Colby, the incumbent dlreg- :
tor who''also  served undeg
Schlesinger, as executive
rector of the agency, appea
ﬂrst and’ delivered beckup i
material: expanding on his 50-
page report to President Ford. :

He was joined after lunch{
i Schlesinger, then the com:

Helms late in the afternoon.
ALl eight commission memgers
alifor,
agan ex:
‘cused himself - in. mid-after.
noon to go to another appomt-
ment.. .
Rockefeller told a . news
brleﬁng that . the commission

as . staff - investigators}

ting for several days at af
“We've been agked to do

it in three months "f;u he/

aquary 14 1975 ,

{investigators plus the -execu:
tive director, David Belin, an
Iowa lawyer who served as.a
staff counsel for the Warren
Commission,” which investi-
gated the assassination - of
President Kennedy 10 years
ago. | . .
" Belin was present for yester
"day’s initial meeting but he

-had to leave the room: during |
much of the discussion be:|:
cause he has not yet been cer;|"
tified ‘for “top secret” cleari|

ance, The eight comxmsslon
members were all cleared la
week and Belin’s clearance:

expected to .be final - Wednes.| -
day, when his appointment _

be annoinced.

Wallison; and by another law-

yer, Ronald Greetié from the ;
firm of -Wilmer,; Cutler and}
Pickering, employed téemporar- i
.|1ly as an investigator because|
he has “top secret” clearange

! from his former Job as & Pen-
tagon official. -
¥.-Hugh - Morrow, the ' Vlee‘
President’s press- secretary,
said the commission’s budget
figure. is $130,000 from' the
President’s contingency fund.
At the news briefing, Rocke-
feller said the commission also
intends to _hear from - two

other former --CIA - directors, ‘
-John' McCone and Adm. Wil-!
linm Raborn, - but it has no|

‘1At “presetit,”; Rockfeller. x| .
pects to hire a staff of séven|

~"»n ‘the meantime, the Vlce{;,
sident is being alded tem-!
arily by his counsel, ‘Petei|:

plans at ‘this point to call Seqy
: reatry of State Henry A. Kis-

alnger

P

Panel begins CIA mveshgahon

+/Kissinger is chaimmr ofHre:
Wliltef‘

sees covert activities of the ln-

gQD Committee,
iHouse commlttee whlch

telligence agency. .

“If there’s any’ reason’ to
bring in anyone from - the 40!
Committee, if there’s any evi- |
dence that we need to-Gues-
tion them on,
Rockefeller said.

‘ The Vice President sald var-
lous members of the _com.
;lon -have ‘already been . ap-|

ing Information on past
dbuses and the
tors ‘will
sources and others, But Rocke.
feller said the limitations of

time and staff would not per-,

mit a broad- -ranging search for
evidence among. former mtelh-
| gence officers.

“We certainly would not
p;e(t:l;!de any issues,” he said, .
“but to go out wltha dra, et
At this time, T don’t Sk |

wa’re capable of- coping Wlth

proached by individuals of; e

IA Y
staff investlga-l
interrogate ' these '

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former CIA
Director James R. Schlesinger said
Monday that a review, of agency
dctivities shortly after he took over un-

} covered a small number of

‘‘misdemeanors.” .

Schlesinger, now secretary of defense,
was interviewed by a blue-ribbon panel
appointed by President Ford to

investigate allegations the Central In- -
telligence Agency engaged in illegal

domestic spying.

In its first session, the enghtman panel
‘heard in closed session -from CIA
Director William E. Colby and two of his
‘predecessors, Schlesinger and Rich
ard Helsm. PR
"~ Colby, whe was expected‘ ,
panel what he learned from his own
investigation of the allegations, entered
“the meeting shortly after the chair-
man, Vice President Nelson A.

Rockefeller, said, *‘this commission has
. but one purpose, we're going to get to the

bottom of this problem .
Schlesmger, who headed . the spy

agency for six months. in. 1973, told

reporters that the panel asked him-about

"*'the -necessity for an effective

lntelllgence organization,: and some of
niy experiences init.” - - .

Schlesinger became head of the CIA
while the agency was under fire for its -
role in the Watergate scandal, and he

-said, ‘‘there were a number of issues

that came about as a result of the review .

of intelligence activities at the agen- .

cy which was preclpltated by the
Watergateeplsode

hlstor.v of the; agency,a penod of some 20
years, yand: “‘the . number  of

,mlsdemeanors in ‘that penod was, 1

think, quite small.”” -

The Rockefeller panel session was the
opening - round ‘in the “investigations .
touched olt‘ by allegauons that,\rm

‘He declmed to dacnbe them in more
detail ‘but' snid ‘they covered the entire -

vnolauon of its'congr’essional mandate,
the - CIA spied on domestic antiwar
groups during the Vietnam conflict and

maintained files: on thousands ot“v

Americans.’

Two Senate commmees plan to begln .

- 'hearings later this week,

In the House, the'majority Democrats' '
met +in -caucus. Monday to 'discuss a.

proposal to create a specnal commlttee
to investigatethe CIA:

Ford named. the panel on Jan, 5 and
- directed  its' members (to report their
findings in 90 days.

““authority through actwmw conducted in
the United States...

-In his opening statement, Rockefeller
“ said the commission. would ‘‘determine-
if the CIA:has exceeded its statutory -:

i

““The 'President has directed the: ~ .

commission to determine whether or not .

_present safeguards are adequate to pre-
clude unauthorized CIA activity; nndll
not to recommend needed changes

|
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we'll call them,”|'
.
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I ntelllgence Agenczes and the Constztutzon

-»; It 48 the Majmty Leader’s view and my mew that there: w a med to ezamine in depth to what
emnt if any, covert acﬁvitzes are reqmred by the United States. There i3 a need to understand not
‘only the :cquiremcnts of the United Smte: for., these acﬁumes, but what sys'tems or procedures ‘or

oversight and accountability are required 1 to assure that cmtimtwnal guarantees and processes are not
abu:edmtheﬂdure asﬂwyhaveonoccasionbeeninthepast .

. The history ‘of the past twenty-ﬂve years has shown that the creatwns authcmzed by the Nauonal '
iy Security “Act have. mm'ely strained our. constitutional syxtem. As a consequence, there is clearly a
R requirement to revise the, basic authoriﬁes for. our inteuzgence agemies But to what extent and in what

~ways, mitherSmaﬁorMan:ﬁeldmrImas;ertat this: time. Nomdowe believe thatgnyone isinan -
¥ informed position to do.so. From a statement by Senator Mathias, urging creatmn of a Select Senatg

- Commiuee to study government mmemgence activities. e L ~

AOGORDING TO SENATOR MATHIAS m ﬁhe 28 years

slmetheaeaﬁonoftheCentmllnmeneeAgency .

there have been more than 200 separate resolutions and
legislative ‘proposals urging the reform one: way . or

-, another of the agency itself. And the: amount of reform’
tbnthubeenaohieved'bytlﬂsadhocappmadhhasbeen‘

\ﬂmost nonexistent. Now - the ' reformers are having
\another go; fresh resolutions are being prepared and

u.»

_under way on various aspects of tije latest crists in CIA’s
" affairs, We think Senators Mansfle!d and Mathlas and

.- Rep: ‘Michael J. Harrlpgbon,haveabetteridea 'mletwo"
geniztors are supporting a resolution to set up a select ™

Senate committes, equally divided between Democrats
end Republicans, to study not just CIA but ull domestic
“and foreign intelligence activities of the United States

nt. It would review the past, report on the

Mandmlceaomeproponls!orthefuturem’

MnanwMeﬁablishanemeSelectcom
mimeonlntemgonce,whlchwonldahohksabmd
view of the inteHigence problem, while addressing itself

,ﬁmenl different congressional committee hearings are.

: none of these cammittee»s has a 'Sllffl(!l'enﬂy broad area of

interest to undertake the sort of full-scale invesﬁgatxon \
that is sorely needed. o

For what is sorely needed is not only to know whethefr

 on this or that occasion, or in this’ or: that - particular

fashion, the CIA or the FBI or other. intemgence opera-...
tions have violated regulations or the laws in ways that 7

' impinge on the rights of private citizens. Rather, it also

seems necessary at this point to go back to the drawing

board and re-exam.meinthemostsearohingandpaini-_,

el

taking way what this country’s. current requirements;

" are in terms of an mtelligence wpabmty and how that'

“capability caff best e accomiplished without undefrain-

ing constitutional rights of individuals or putting at risk
our legitimate national security interests. There is no

- use pretending that -these two objectives are- not by

vtheirnatureinconﬂictmuchofthetime Just as there

are risks to rights of privacy in any domestic'intelli-

" gence operations so there would be a risk to our national

" security in. ending secret intelligence activities by the

to the particular allegations which have reoenﬂy been. a

- made against the CIA.

govemment. Unless you are prepared to accept extreme
solutions, onewayortheothel;aitcomesdowntoabal-

_andngofﬁsksandsomeveryh&rdchoices.

‘l‘hepointofaﬂ\this,asweunderstandlt,isbyno\_“‘
. the balancing and to what extent the decisions are sub-
- ject to effective. supemsion and control by both the Con-

means to pre-empt or postpone an urgent examination
ofthewaysmwhichtheCIA appears to. have .gone

beyond its legislative charter over the years. On the

contrary, we think that this matter cannot be left solely
to. ;’msident Ford’s “blue ribbon” commission and that

standing committees of both hiouses have some respon-

aibility to make immediate inquiries into charges which
 hevéeraised serious questions in the public mind about
- mﬂpﬂm amorted” intelligence agencies of the federal
g‘&vemmeni are even mow under effectxve control But

‘And it also comes down to the question of who does

““ gress and the Executivé Branch. ‘Clearly some of the -

intelligence machinery and some ‘of the practices have
outlived their usefulness. But this is not necessarily to.
say that a wholesale dismantling is indicated. The point
is to decide, first, what the real requirements are. That |
is why the proposals for broad and congres-.

idea.

|

sional inquiries by select’ committees strike us as a good !




