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M
an W

ho Says H
e O

nce Served 	
s
s
e
r
 o

s
t O

ffice 
terceptecl letters, . w

ritten O
n 

N
ov. 16,: 1958,. by an

 A
rnherSt 

C
o
lleg

e S
tu

d
en

t, aP
P

4
ren

tly
 

co
n

n
ected

:. w
ith

:: th
e sch

o
o

l 
new

spaper, m
ailed the follow

-
ing day from

 A
m

herst, M
ass., 

and opened and copied on N
ov. 

19 before being forw
arded on 

to M
oscow

. T
he letter, he said, 

so
u
g
h
t to

 arran
g
e fo

r ;a 'sh
ip

-
m

ent of 1,000 copies of the co
l-

lege new
spaper to the M

oscow
 

C
om

m
ittee of.  Y

outh O
rganiza 

. 	
' 

"W
e W

ere; 'in effect, building 
dossiers on these people," the 
form

er C
.I.A

. em
ploye said. 

H
e said an official at a ,"S

tiff 
D

" briefing he boasted •that let-
ters co

u
ld

 b
e o

p
en

ed
, 'co

p
ied

 
and sent on •to their destination 
so

 q
u

ick
ly

 th
at . "th

e n
o

rm
al 

flo
w

 o
f th

e M
ail w

as n
o

t d
is-

tu
rb

ed
" at th

e N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 an

d
 

N
ew

 O
rleans post offices: 

D
r. C

rain said he had carried 
h

is co
m

p
lain

t to
 h

is su
p

erio
r, 

R
ichard M

. B
isset! Jr., ,  deputy 

director of the .C
.L

A
.'s offide of 

plans, "w
ho said, he ,W

as sur 
prised and shocked and w

ould 
tak

e step
s to

 en
d
 ,th

e m
ail an ,  

v
eillan

ce, b
u
t n

o
th

in
g
 . h

ap
- 

pened." 	
• 	

' 
M

r. - B
issell, +

 w
ho, W

is inl,  
charge of planning for the B

py 
o
f P

ig
s in

v
asio

n
 o

f C
u
b
a fo

r 
th

e C
.I.A

., left th
e ag

en
cy

 in
 

1
9
6
2
. H

is . o
ffice in

 H
artfo

rd
 

reported late today that he w
as 

"in transit" to his hom
e in E

ast 
H

artford. T
elephone calls there 

w
ent unansw

ered. 
D

r. C
rain

 said
 th

at in
 'M

ay
, 

1959, in defiance of C
.I.A

. regu-
latio

n
s, h

e w
en

t o
u

tsid
e th

e 
ag

en
cy

 an
d

 co
n

su
lted

 '• D
ean

 
A

cheson, then in - private law
 

p
ractice in

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

 after 
serving as S

ecretary of S
tate in 

the T
rum

an A
dm

inistration. 
H

e w
ent to M

r. A
cheson, he 

said, because the form
er S

ecre-
tary

 o
f S

tate w
as "o

n
e o

f,  m
y
 

heroes" and hel believed , "Ir. 
H

e said he kept one of the in- A
eheson had ,extensive, in- 

B
y E

V
E

R
E

T
T

. R
. H

O
L

L
E

S 
S

pecial T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es : 
S

A
N

 D
IE

G
O

, Jan. 7—
A

 m
an 

w
ho identifies him

self as a for-
m

er o
fficial o

f th
e C

en
tral In

 
tellig

en
ce A

g
en

cy
 said

 to
d

ay
 

that w
hen he resigned in 1959 

the P
ost O

ffice D
epartinent w

as 
covertly assisting the C

.I.A
. in 

in
tercep

tin
g

' an
d

 co
p

y
in

g
 th

e 
m

ail of A
m

erican citizens,: 
D

r. M
elv

in
 C

rain
, ,5

3
 y

ears 
o

ld
, a p

ro
fesso

r' o
f p

o
litical 

science at S
an D

iego S
tate U

ni-
versity, said C

.I.A
. officials in-

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e "m

ail tap
p
in

g
" 

ack
n

o
w

led
g

ed
 to

 -h
im

 th
at it 

w
as an

 illeg
al an

d
 u

n
co

n
stitu

-
tio

n
al in

v
asio

n
 o

f p
riv

acy
 an

d
 

in violation of the N
ational S

e.. ,  
curity A

ct of 1947, w
hich creat-

ed the intelligence agency. 
H

e said his colleagues justi-
fied the operation, how

ever, as 
being necessary to "achieve our 
m

ission" of safeguarding A
m

er-
ican security against the S

oviet 
U

nion. 
A

 sp
o
k
esm

an
 fo

r th
e P

o
stal 

S
ervice in W

ashington, Jam
ison 

C
ain

, d
en

ied
 th

at • th
e serv

ice 
"h

as ev
er o

r is n
o

w
" in

v
o

lv
ed

 
in

 o
p
en

in
g
 th

e p
riv

ate m
ail o

f 
A

m
erican

 citizen
s. F

irst-class 
m

ail m
ay

 b
e o

p
en

ed
' o

n
ly

 b
y
 

court order, usually in crim
inal 

cases, an
d
•th

is o
ccu

rs o
n
ly

 o
n
 

rare occasions, 'he said. 
T

he S
uM

m
er of 1958 

T
he only exceptions are open-

ing sealed m
ail to search for an 

ad
d

ress fo
r d

eliv
ery

 o
r if th

e 
opening is specifically approved 
by the addressee, 

F
ederal law

 on "obstruction 
of correspondence" set a m

axi-
m

us penalty of $2,000 in fines 
an

d
 fiv

e y
ears an

 p
riso

n
 fo

r 
"w

hoever takes any letter . . 
to pry into the business or sec-
jets o

f an
o
th

er, o
r o

p
en

s . . 
the sam

e." 
T

h
e P

o
st O

ffice's alleg
ed

 
screening of letters w

ritten by 
A

m
ericans, m

ostly to relatives  

arrangem
ent am

ong the C
.I:A

., 
the P

ost O
ffice D

epartm
ent and 

th
e
F

e
d
  eral B

ureau of Investi- 
gation. 

 C
.I.A

. spokesm
an in W

ash- 
ington declined to com

m
ent on 

' w
h

eth
er D

r. • C
rain

 h
ad

 ev
er 

w
o
rk

ed
 fo

r th
e ag

en
cy

 o
r o

n
 

w
hether such m

ail opening w
as 

carried out 	
' 

T
he spokesm

an 
 w

as' 	
v esaid othh atc  th

e 

ing" 

 

 about nam
ing em

ployes or 
form

er ' em
ployes, and pointed 

o
u
t th

at th
e m

atter o
f p

o
ssib

le 
dom

estic. operations w
as under 

review
 ,- b

y
 a co

m
m

issio
n

 ap
-

pointed by; P
resident F

ord. 
D

r. C
ram

, w
h

o
 jo

in
ed

. th
e 

C
.I.A

. in S
eptem

ber, 1951, said 
th

e' ag
en

cy
 lav

e h
im

 a "staff 
D

" clearance—
a ' supersensitive 

. security clearance—
in N

ovem
-

ber, 1958, that m
ade him

 aw
are 

of the highly secret m
ail inter- 

ceptions. T
hereafter, he said his 

office read about six intercept-
ed letters from

 A
m

ericans each 
T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 	

day.  L
etter F

rom
 a S

tudent 
T

h
e eq

u
ip

m
en

t u
sed

 in
 th

e 
or friends in R

ussia,. w
as said to N

ew
 Y

ork and N
ew

 O
rleans 

h
av

e started
 in

 th
e su

m
m

er o
f p

o
st o

ffices, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 D
r. 

1958 during the second term
 of C

rain, enabled the 
C

.I.A
., to 

the E
isenhow

er A
dm

inistration open, copy, reseal letters and 
w

hen the late A
rthur. E

. S
um

. send them
 on' their w

ay w
ithout 

m
erfield w

as P
ostm

aster G
ener. any tell-tale signs of tam

pering. 
al. 	

A
 sim

ilar m
ail surveillance unit 

A
ccording to D

r. C
rain's ac. w

as operated by the W
ashing- 

count,- the P
ost O

ffice D
epart- ton headquarters of the F

.B
.I., 

m
ent set up areas in post offi- he added. 	

' 
ces in

 N
ew

 Y
o

rk
 an

d
 N

ew
 O

r- M
o

st o
f, th

e letteri w
ere in

 
lean

s, staffed
 b

y
 sp

ecially
 E

n
g

lish
, to

 frien
d

s an
d

 relativ
es 

cleared personnel, 'w
here sop- in the S

oviet U
nion, D

r. C
rain 

histicated equipm
ent w

as used said, and he could recall no in-
to open copy and reseal letters stance w

here "positive use" w
as 

from
 A

m
ericans' about w

hoa( m
ade of any inform

ation con-
the C

.I.A
. sought inform

ation. tained in the intercepted m
ail. 

"T
he surreptitious opening c 

O
n
e p

u
rp

o
se o

f th
e su

rv
eil- 

U
.S

. m
ail w

as the last straw
 for lancelhe .said,, w

as to develop 
m

e," said
 D

r. C
rain

, w
h
o
 re- co

n
tacts w

ith
 A

m
erican

s w
h
o
 

signed from
 the C

.I.A
. in June, had acquaintances in R

ussia. 
1

9
5

9
, ssv

en
 m

o
n

th
s after h

e "T
h

is w
as o

ften
 a m

eth
o

d
 fo

r 
said he first leaned of the m

ail recruiting C
.I.A

. operatives," he 
surveillance carried out in ex- said. 
trao

rd
in

ary
 secrecy

 u
n
d
er an

 

flu
en

ce w
ith

 m
em

b
ers o

f th
e 

E
isenhow

er A
dm

inistration. 
.1:1 told him

 abO
ut the m

ail in-
terceptions; that they w

e're ille-
g
al an

d ..  unconstitutional and 
should be .stopped," D

r, C
rain 

said. i"D
ut he seem

ed disinter-
ested 'and im

patient ,during"our 
in

terv
iew

. H
e said

 h
e :'w

o
u

ld
 

m
ake a feW

 phone -calls to see 
w

h
at co

u
ld

 b
e d

o
n
e. B

u
t h

e 
never got-in touch w

ith m
e and 

I never tried to see hini,again." 
D

r. C
rain; w

ho is a M
etriber of 

the  D
em

ocratiC
C

entral .C
om

- 
m

ittee 	
S

an'. D
iego and -s has 

run unsuccessfully for C
ongress 

and `other,`  public offices; said 
he,  w

en
t to

 th
e ' C

.I.A
.,  after 

serving . 	
an

 A
ir F

o
ree in

tel- 
ligence O

fficer asseS
sing'.:the

•
Soviet .U

nion's vulnerability to 
air attack. In •his C

ongressional 
cam

p
aig

n
s h

e h
as id

en
tified

 
him

self as a form
er C

.I.A
. m

an, 
apparently w

ithout challenge. 
A

t th
e
 C

.I.A
 h

e
 

said, 
he 

serv
ed

, as';  d
ep

u
ty

 -ch
ief o

f 
operational research, .a clande-
stine activity under the deputy 
director of plans. 

R
oU

tine Inspections 
In

 d
escrib

in
g
 h

o
w

 h
e first 

learn
ed

 o
f th

e alleg
ed

, co
v

ert 
m

ail inspections In N
ovem

ber, 
1958, D

r. C
raM

 said: 
"I discovered som

e people in 
m

y departm
ent had inform

ation 
that could not be accounted for; 
it had no apparent source. O

ne 
of the m

ost im
portant things in 

intelligence gathering is that all 
inform

ation be docum
ented. 

"W
h
en

 I q
u
estio

n
ed

 th
eir 

so
u
rces th

ey
 [th

e p
eo

p
le su

p
-

plying the inform
ation] decided 

I should be given 'S
taff D

' clear: 
ance before they told m

." 
A

fter obtaining`the new
 clear-

ance he w
as told, he said, that 

the C
.I:A

. w
ith the help of the 

P
ost O

ffice D
epartm

ent and the 
F

.B
.I. w

as routinely inspecting 
th

e m
ail o

f A
m

erican
s co

rre-
sponding w

ith people in the S
o-

viet U
nion. 

D
r. M

elvin C
ram

p 



big trouble if you; violated.. the 
code. T

he threfit'w
as held over 

us  D
r. -; C

ra
in

 ; ;;th
a
t. h

is 
,
•
 

d
isen

ch
an

tm
en

t w
ith

 th
e tee; 

tics O
f the C

.I.A
. began several 

y
ea rs earlier: 

 
: it"

 
"I'h

ad
 b

eard
 an

 S
ee ,o

th
er 

things 
things w

hick-M
ade'M

e question 
th

e ag
en

cy
,!! 	

said. ,-;"Y
ou 

m
ight rationalize the things- w

e 
did, outside the country as try-
in

g
 to

 'o
v
erth

ro
w

 th
e C

o
m

m
; 

;fists, , but :not the :invasion.: of 
the privacy of A

m
ericans." 

A
sk

ed
 w

h
y
 h

e h
ad

 n
o
t re; 

signed earlier,'D
r; C

rain said: 
"I felt intim

idated because of 
the M

cC
afthyisio,:7-1hii W

itch 
hunts and lie hysteria,  that w

as 
going on i this- country at the 
tim

e.,  W
e w

ere M
ade to believe 

that the U
nited S

tates: w
as be-

ing ringed.by the S
oviet U

nion 
an

d
 p

en
etrated

w
 b

Y
 su

b
v
er-

siv
es." .  

prilcralit said that fO
r. 

he has been telling his students, 
in five pelitital science classes 
he teaches; at 'S

an D
iego S

tate, 
th

at th
e 	

been illegal; 
ly spying cd4tM

erican 
"btitm

obody w
as ever really in-

terested until now
." 

-
-
-
 

i E
v

e
n

 th
o

u
g

h
 m

o
st o

f th
e
 

w
riters w

ere m
erely

 co
rre-

sponding 'w
ith ' relatives, you 

have to rem
em

ber that this w
as 

d
u

rin
g

 th
e early

 d
ay

s o
f th

e 
co

ld
 • w

ar an
d
 an

y
o
n
e w

h
o
 

w
ro

te
 `le

tte
rs to

 th
e
 -Soviet 

U
n
io

n
 w

as in
u
n
ed

iately
 m

a 

, "O
fficials o

f th
e C

.I.A
. to

ld
 

m
e they knew

 it w
as illegal and 

u
n
co

n
stitu

tio
n
al . b

u
t it tiv

as 
needed to achieve our M

ission. 
T

h
ey

 to
ld

 m
e th

e P
o

st O
ffice 

an
d
 th

e F
.B

.I. w
ere in

v
o
lv

ed
. 

T
hey also told m

e
,  the m

ail w
as 

b
ein

g
 o

p
en

ed
 at tw

o
 d

ifferen
t 

pO
st offices, one in N

ew
 Y

ork 
and the other in N

ew
 O

rleans. 
"I tried to stop this operation 

fro
m

 w
ith

in
 th

e ag
en

cy
, th

en
 

from
 the outside, but I w

as ex-
trem

ely lim
ited. It w

as illegal 
for m

e to discuss the situation 
w

ith
 a

n
y

o
n

e
 w

h
o

 , w
a
sn

't 
properly cleared. Y

ou w
ere tin 


