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Ford selectlons

By Thomas B. Ross
Sun-Times Bureau °
WASHINGTON — The White

House on Monday defended
President Ford's commission

to investigate the Central In- .

telligence ~ Agency  against
charges that 4 majority of the
commission’s members have
CIA connections.

Press secretary Ron Nessen
said, “All of these people have
been checked. They would not

have been picked if they had
gny connection with the CIA
which ¥ would hamper them.”

That represented a retreat

from Nessen’s statement Sun-

day, in announcing the com-
mission, that all eight mem-

bers were “‘without any afﬂlia-_

tion wimthe CIA *»

The Sun:Timés and other
newspapers subsequently
pointed out that several of the
members, including its chair-
man, Vice President Nelson A.
Rockefeller, have  worked
closely with the CIA.

Nessen acknowledged that -

The CIA seal.

Rocketellef, as a member until

last month of the President's

Foreign Intelligence Advisory
Board, had considerable con-

tact with the CIA. Neéssen -de-

fended the connection .as a
“helpful” one that gave Rock-
efeller “some knowledge of
how the CIA operates.”

A spokesman for, the' board
told The Sun-Times that “to i

the best of my knowledge” nei-
ther Rockefeller nor the other

board members had been in- .
formed about any illegal CIA"
operations in the United States.

Disputing reports that Rock-

Controlllng the CIA, an edi-

* torlal, Page 25.

efeller had selected the com-
mission, Nessen said *“‘most of
the names came from the
.President.” He added that

retiréd Sen. Sant.J, Ervin Jr.
(D-N.C.), who led the Senate :
- Watergate committee.last year,
and former Watergate special -
" prosecutor Leon Jaworski both

had been suggested to Ford as
possible commission members

but “were not serlously consld-,

ered.” -

Administration’ sources said

the selection was handled with
much greater speed than nor-
mal and outside the regular
procedures of the White House
rsonnel] office.
- Creation of the eommission

;originally was proposed b}"
Sec, of State Henry A. Kissin-
ger, a longtlme ‘Rockefeller

agsociate who, as head of the
“National Security Council staff
and the supersecret 40 Com-

mittee, is supposed to -make

R

or rC IA panel

sure the CIA is folldmng or-'
ders and the law. )

- Rockefeller . promised -to
“jeave no stone unturned” - in
pursuing the  charges- against
the CIA.

Sen.. Richard S ‘Schweiker

" (R-Pa,), reflecting ,a-. wide-

spread feeling .in Congress,,
said he seriously ' questioned
“whether g panel -so domi- |
nated by those oriented to the !
govérnment and the military-
intelligence establishment can
render an independent judge-
ment.” P
Nessen rejected suggesﬁons
that the commission was -de-.:
signed to head off a more: thor- | l
ough and open congressional,
investigation. He said Fard4
“favors a -co-operative eﬂort
with Congress” which is pro-!
with independent in- |
quiries. d B
There have been proposals:
that the House and Senate set
up Watergate-type committees

~to get to the bottom of charges |
- that the CIA has been spyins
.on private citizens and other- :

wise operating illegally ln the
United States, ~ .,

So far the congresa{onal ln-
vestigations . have ~been - re-
stricted to the House and Sen-
ate CIA oversight committees, .
which were advised of the alle-.
gations by CIA' Director’ Wil-

:liam E, ColbLsgyeral ‘months

ago but did not move until the

facts began to leak “to' the

press.

" Nessen said the - commis»f :
gion’s findings would be made |-
public but no decision hadyet |

been made, .on Wwhether fo dis-
close™a report made by Colby
to, Ford “last month. -Nessen
said the Colby report “raised
enough questions to justify this.
commission lnvestiga

Inthefirstdayoftheeom'

mission’s existence, Jonly ‘two |

of - its members ——- Erwin N.

Griswold, former U.S. solicitor |:
_genéral, ‘and’ former . Univer-
“sity .of. Virginia“ president,Ed- '

gard K. ‘Shanhon. g
caped ctiticism for paving po-

tentially compromisifig- - CI& :

connections or views. Of the



otlier membérs::

@ Former - “Commerce - Sec, |
- John T. Connor: played a;::g-.
‘Ing part, as head of the

maceutical company of t]l:lerck .

DETITT Uun smian .

defen ded

trade drugs for the captured
Bay of Pigs invaders of Cuba, |
@ Former Treasury Sec. C.. i
Douglas Dillon was a key Hg- |
pre in intelligence activities as” '
undersecretary of state in the
Eisenhower administration. He .-
“personally, authorized the cov- -
er story that was put out when

the CIA’s U-2 spy plane was ‘

- downed over the Soviet Union

in 1960.

Later, after leaving the gov-
.- ernment, Dillon chaired a ! -

-closed-door: - meetirig . of- - the

", Council on; Foreign Relaﬂons %

“in NewYork in 1988 where se- -
. cret CIA ‘operations were dis-
cussed.: Minutes of the meeting
give no indication that Dillon

objected when Richard M. Bis- .

_sell, former head of the CIA’s

tdirty tricks” department,

proposed greater use of pri-

* vate -groups 'in " the ' United

States as cover for foreign
_ ‘erations.” - ..

‘& Retired Army Gen I.ymé%ﬁ‘ e

L.: Lemnitzer -approved- the
CIA’s Bay “of  Pigs iiivasfon
plan as chairman of the Joint
- Chiefs of Staff in. 1961. He also
recommended the use of U.S."
‘Navy' planes to salvage the
CIA operation when it started
“ to fall but. was overruled by
President John F. Kennedy. .

® AFL-CIO. ‘secretary- -freasur-
er Lane Kirkiand served as ex-
ecutive assistant to president
George Meany during the-1960s
when the *labor organization
was, accused of ‘funnelling CIA

.- the new-commission. . i !
AFL-CIO spokesman Al Zack

M‘tﬁ foreign labor groups
Asked about - the - intident,

Nessen replied that he didsot .

“know ‘whether Kirkland knew |

““of the'CTA money-passing ‘did,”

‘in any event, it involved a.for-,

£ign operation, not the domw
‘tic activities under scrutiny by

therefore, Kirkland had ne. in-

not :the  federation; and that,




