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ergay confirmed that the bureau
kéaps files containing information vol-
unteered by the public on members of
‘Congress, as it does on other persons.
Kelley’s statement, issued as a press
release, appeared to conflict with his
testimony before a umit of the House
Judiciary Committee last year. o
-.-Asked several times if the FBI main-
“tains files on ‘members of Congress,
Kelley said in the hearings on Feb, 28,
1974, that the oniy such files are those
“that result from investigations af crim-
inal aetivity or applications ‘'made by
congressmen for jobs. W
Responding to a question from Rep.
Jerome R. Waldie (D-Calif.), Kelley
said: ) '
_“Insofar as a-dossier or anything else
“yoiwant to see as a description of it,

'fli‘“pI director Clarence M. Kelley yes-.

firms FBIKept Hill Files:

" gone through our files, but I have been

_ assured time after time there is-none,

and there is none now being main-
tained, I wilt tell you that.” : -
Kelley did not refer to this testi-
mony in his

he had not reviewed the testimony and

therefore could not comment en it. = -

Asked if the existence of the con-
gressional files had come as a surprise,

.- KeHey said he did not want to respond

because he would fully explain the
matter in House Judiciary Committee

* hearings scheduled to begin Jan. 30.

Responding to & story .in"Sunday’s
. Washington Post, Kelley said in-his
statement yesterday: R
" “In connection with' recent - allega-
tions that the FBI is cutrently improp-
erly soliciting information concerning
members of Congressﬁor susing in-
formation -in, FBI files. cernin
members of Coniress,sl ;Eyi_ggafb'ﬁﬂ%
unequivocally thaf ‘ gucg staﬁEments are

statement - yesterday, - used improperly.

‘Asked about it by telephone, he said ..

TrCalif).  cow v U
- _In a written statement released’to.

erroneous \Qnd without any Dbasis.in
fact.” . . i
* The Post story did not say the infor-

“i

mation about congressmen had b_e_ex}'

It quoted sever/al congressmen as
~ saying the existence of the information
" 'in the files alone represented a lever
over members of Congress. o
. «Tg's a threat even if it-is just there,
and not leaked or gathered for black-
mail,” said Sen, Alan Cran,stoni AD-

the press yesterday, Kelley said ifor--
mation on congressmen is mainthined

in various files at FBI headquartérs in -

Washington. - - " . i
“Such files exist because they relate
to ‘an investigation or a background
_check, correspondence with the mem-

ber of Congress, or inforntation not so-
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Acﬂg'ressman, I have not personally
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the public. -~ E
1 “In this latter category,” Kelley said,
“unsolicited information is received
from time to time making allegations
concerning members of Congress as
l well as other individuals in public and
private life.” . :
1f the allegations fall under the

_FBI’srlnvestigative jurisdiction, Kelley
jp}d, they are investigated. If ‘not, he
‘said, the person who volunteered . the

madfter does not appear to come within
the FBI's jurisdiction.

The rorresponrdence and FBI re-
sponse are filed for “gecord purposes,”™
Kelley, said. = o

‘In the handling of these allegations,
Kelley said, congressmen are treated
substantizlly the same as other citi-
zens. : ‘

_«However, when ‘information is’ re-
ceived concerning employees of the

i federal government or those serving as

. government. officers in any" of the
three branches of government, -as a
matter of practice it would be submit-
ted by FBI field divisions to the FBI

‘check - of our- records is" necessary,”
Kelley said. : - ’
He added that these checks are con-
ducted routinely when persons are
considered for. appointment to govern-
ment jobs. ¢ . -
«It is.not possible to predict, when
informatidn is received, whether the
individual lwhom it toncerns will or
will not at some time in the future be
" given consideration for such appoint-

" ments; Therefore, all such information

licited by the FBI, but volunteered by -

: . tation.
Anformation is told by letter that the - and reputation.

headquarters in Washington so that it.
would be available in the event a

voluntarily submitted is retained " for
‘record pu\rposes.”}' SE
_The volunteered information is used
to assist in investigations and -back-
ground checks and is never used toin-
fluence the judgment or actions of a
congressman, Kelley said. Do

~ Kelley did not characterize the typem

of information volunteered and filed
on. congressmen. However, -an FBI
spokesman: was gquoted by United
Press International Monday as saying’
FBI files contain information on the:
personal lives of congressmen, includ-
ing reports on their loyalty, character

In last year’s hearings by the House -

Judiciary’s-Civil Rights and Constitu-
tional Rights Subcommittee, Kelley
. was asked by Rep. Waldie: “Are there
any files in-the Federal Bureag of In-
vestigation involving members of
Congress?”. N :

Kelley answered, “There are files
wherein members- of Congress have

been- involved in. an application for:

some job, yes. There are files regard-
ing some charges made and investiga-
tions conducted relative to illegal ac-
tivity.” o ‘

As far as other files-on cpngressmén

are concerned, “.. .There is none now .

being maintained. I will tell you that,”
he said. - 7. R
“But T want to press you a little bit
further than. that,” Waldie said. “I
want to make certain you have made’

an affirmative effort to ascertain their
existence or . non-existence. Have you _:

done that?” » Ll
“I have, yes,” Kelley said. = -,
“You have been informed there are

none in existence?” Waldie asked. ..

_ “Yes, sir,” Kelley said. y L
During 1973 Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee hearings, Kelley’s predecessor,

L. Pgtriek Gray I1J, said in testimony

and in a lettgrtsubmlt_ted for the rec-

.ord that. beyond criminal investigs
. ‘tions of congressmer and" correspod-
. " ence with ‘them; the only congressional

files contain information helpful to
agents when conducting official busi-

“nass'with them. . .

field offices on congressional  candi-

in requesting information from FBI |

|

dates, Gray said, “No covert collection .

" _methods were used.”

. In FBI documents made available fo
Thé Washington Post yesterday -by'

. Sen. Lowell P. Weicker Jr. (D-Conn.), a

‘member of the former Senate Water- f

gate committee, the FBI requested its '

field“offices in 1970 to provide ({\z&; '
]
@

mation on- new - candidates fory\
. House, Senate, and state governorShips
from backgrpund data and FBI files;

- “rhis matter should, of course, (be .

handled extremely discreetly, * the .

documents said, “and the informatjon
should be ‘submitted to the bureau on
“yrstrictly informal basis ...7 . - "

‘In "another development yesterday,

" Rep. Don Edwards (D-Calif.), chairman
-of the House Judiciary’s Subcommittee
" on Civil and Constitutional Rights,

said witnesses to be called for the sub-.

committee’s hearings beginning Jan, 30
“eral ‘Laurence H. Silberman, former
FBI officials Cartha D, DeLoach and
John P. Mohr, and Helen P..Gandy,
* personal secretary to the’late J. Edgar
Hoover. - . LA pr
. “The subject is much larger than the
.FBI's maintaining files on members. of
Congress,” Edwards said. “No Ameri-
can’s personal or political life iFdhe
" concern of a government agency,” ‘he
~ said. ceS e L e
Edwards added; “Unless there {8%vi-
dence of a criminal law violation, the
FBI may not maintain records or pri-
vate or public persons.” - oo T
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