AR

1/31/75

Rep. Elizabeth Holtzman
House of Ropresentatives
Vashington, D.Ce

Dear Ropresentative Holtmman,

"Ho more amoking guns" as a ples from the Speoial Prosecutor is, %o one who has
done any work in the field, a theroughgeing eelf-indiotment.

= aoalmiathepretmaethatthemhlnpmwietymdinandmmcedontfor
the issuance of a speoisl report. When this sams Department of Justice wanted to hide
what bappensd in the Fred Hampton muxder, it had no concern for the rights of indivie
dunle, the pudlty or the survivors. It fssted that whitewashing report. And it was
without shame that the report proved the falsity of the pretense that there were no
grounds for indictmont, : , : ‘

~ Those who Joow this office under any of its Special Prosecutors from their
pleasunt ways or sidlled public relations can be deceived eamily. But from the very
ﬁutitmmminsfrmtmﬂuththwmmmwﬁr '
matheydidmtnhthateﬂnemw)ﬂ.chmmpmmakhercﬂms.Hyparuonal
axperience is persunsive to met I have been refused ascess to exhibits used without
restraint in two oourts and widely published but only in part when I ueed the Freedom
of Information law. My appeal, which goes back to the early Vox days, repeated seversl
timen, as of this moment has not even been acknowledged.

The yeascn is obvious, It would preve fwrther coverding up of the coversrs up,
vhat ¢ofld sasily ssount to still another obatruction of justice.

There is an anormous smount of informavion and & long list of crimes that is
being kept seoret by those with the obligation to do exnotly the epposite.

mauctmnwumchmrebyunﬁnethunnyotthomnm“rmmw-
ler anang thosw 3% helding oxtrems views. Including the oesa and the populer horows
asx well as all the exwoutive bLranech.

Of course I had fire-horse interest in this business when the story First broke.
X am 8 former investigative reporter, Senate investigtor and intelligense snalyst., But
I had more interest because some of the charnoters wsre known to me from the intenpive
decade 1 have spent investigating the investigntions of the political amssssinations.
LMMWWmeMIMMﬂmmMMWMWIMm.
analysis and other work is what has mede possible the yaverssls t6 date in the case of
James Burl Ray, falsely aacused of assassdnating Pr. King. (I au bis wnpaid investigator
and my colleague in my newest book, of which a copy herewith, is gund,ar cotnsel in the
defenpe and the lawysr who is doing virtuslly all the legel work.) Seo, when I etarted
following some of the immediately availablc leeds it wes ohild's play to discover a
vory large and significsnt story that has been avoided by all soclety's supposed
protections. Those of the wajor media who refused to touch this informstion when I offered
it read like a blue book of the most reapected. So, I decided to write my own book, It
vas almost drafted when I hed to ley 4t aside first for the Ray svidentiary hearing snd
then for work required by this new book. I hope to complete the conclusions poon and then
to start editing it.



For cne littlo-inown man %0 clain to have developed what from Pulitzer Prige to
Special Frosecutor was not may sound like big talk. If this intercsts you an sasler
check than consulting my files is roadily available. Professor Jerry Mc™night of the
History Department of local Hood Yollege has veviewed my notes. He will, I am confident
vithout asking him, confimm tids amimere. "More" includes the case with which develop-
mngnts could bo foracast - and I did.

In my opinion the work of the House Judiciary Comdttes was far and away the
best. However, it was, again my oplnion, still enitirely inadequate. 4+t wes limited to
ueoting the lumediate and very liaited perceived political need. It wae in no sense an j
invegtigation and it, too, avpided all the obvious investigative lsads. i

I rogret very much that you and a few of the other nower Mombers received so
1ittle public attention until the televising of your hearings. I"did have dealings
with s mumber of the others, some en thelr indtietion. Nothing osme of it. They chickened
ont when they learned the materdal was reclly tough stuff. I am satisfied that ell are
man of gond conscience. But the times call for more then that alone. In the end I oould
not even obtain coplesm of your proceedings, not even when I told them that all my files
will wind up as a wniversity archive,

In writing you I face a eonflict of interest, my own, which includes minimal
survival when i do unpopular work at alwost 62 and have neither resources nor regular :
incowe, and what I regard as the public interest. X do have this bock virtually oompleted
and I can i1l afford to give it and the proofs away. But I also have the obligations of
oitigenship, the wawe ones that avcount for my condition.

Inturdttmtlyaimlmmshecﬁdmloonngattheevoningﬂmntom that
the abileated proscoutor was talldpg over yow so that you ~ a Hopreseutative and a woman
with a lighter voice - could not be oouprchended, I have ponderod whether or not to write
under these circustances, I write for the possibilties of the future rather than over
yesterday's events.

If the Congress finally decided to permit a definitive invemtigation, that will be
pooslible in what impends with the investigative and intellipence spencies, Sensntor Baker's
"report” is Orweliian. The actualities vill bring this «ntire matter vithin tme purview of
any such investigations by the Congress with both the FSI and the ¢IA and in ways not to
date publicly reported. Definitively and semsationally.

Prior ¢o ry following Watergate leads I hailw coples of CYA surveillance on mé. :
These leeds provided, when followed, solid inddestions if Jese than complete yroof of n
other violations of my rights as well as definitive proofe of other QYA activities,
My colleague in this new bools, who is also ty lawyer, and I have oconferred with the CIA
in an effort to obtain redress of grlvanoes and what I hed ansiwd for wmnder the Freedom
of Information law, After some stunewaslling they admitted to having "s few things" on me.
My preforence 1s to give them full opportunity to confess sin and undo the damage they
bhave done to the degree it is possible, They also know that if they do not I will sus, IS
I an forced to sue, the possibilities of depositions are, I think, procdsming. And they
oan be halpful to the Congroas. Until the CIA decides what it will do, I would Iike this
to be confidential. They know I have eoples of some survelllsnce, and that can meke an
important differaence in whai they nay consider doinge

¥ith this incomplete background snd explanation what I can now do, if it interests
you, is merely inforn you. :

I am aware of the pressures, cspecially of time, on Kew York Nemborg,
In any event, thank you very much for the fine work you have been doing.

P.3. When yesterday's transcript is printed Sincerely,
I would appreciate a copy.

Harold Weisberg



