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P
rof. Irw

in G
risw

old 

V
ol. 8 N

o. 3 

E
rw

in N
. G

risw
old, form

er Sol-
icitor G

eneral and ex-D
ean of the 

H
arvard L

aw
 School, is lecturing 

a
t th

e
 O

F
 L

a
w

 S
c
h
o
o
l th

is 
quarter. 
M

r. G
risw

old w
ill serve on the 

P
residential com

m
ission investi-

gating alleged. C
.I.A

. dom
estic 

spying. L
ast w

eek D
ean G

ris-
w

old discussed w
ith m

e som
e of 

his observations on the law
. 

"T
here are over three hundred 

thousand law
yers in this country 

and how
 m

any caused W
ater-

gate?" replied the form
er D

ean 
of the H

arvard L
aw

 S
chool and 

ex-U
.S

. S
olicitor G

eneral to a 
question about the present state 
of the law

. "W
atergate can't be 

ittinim
ized but it shouldn't be 

given undue significance.  

"P
eople are legitim

ately concer-
ned but on the w

hole I hope the 
effect is salutory. W

e all ought 
to

 learn
 fro

m
 ex

p
o
su

re to
 th

is 
lesson." 
"W

hen the P
resident asked m

e 
to do it I w

as glad to undertake 
the responsibility," he said. "I'm

 
in

 th
e p

relim
in

ary
 stag

es n
o
w

 
and as a law

yer I can't m
ake any 

conclusions about the C
.I.A

. be-
forehand." 
B

ut the potential path of the law
 

profession raises tem
pting con-

jectu
re o

v
er p

resen
t stirrin

g
s. 

"T
h
e U

.S
. B

ar A
sso

ciatio
n
 is 

experim
enting w

ith prepaid legal 
services but it's m

uch harder to 
w

o
rk

 o
u
t th

a
n
 is a

 sim
ila

r 
m

edical plan. 
T

here are m
ore difficult actu-

arial problem
s involved because 

the expenses it takes to cover a  

problem
 differ. O

ne person w
ill 

n
eed

 a w
ill an

d
 an

o
th

er a real 
estate transaction w

orked out." 
G

risw
old prognosticates that a 

national legal aid plan w
ill com

e 
an

d
 n

o
tices a tren

d
 to

w
ard

 it 
m

anifested by extensive public 
defender program

s such as. Flor-
idas. T

he consequences extend 
beyond into the very lifestyle of 
the law

 profession. 
"B

y 1990 a high proportion of 
A

m
erican law

yers w
ill be em

-
ployed, in legal services enterpri-
ses fo

r in
stan

ce, rath
er th

an
 

being private entrepeneurs," he 
said. "It'll m

ean a great change 
in the legal profession and I don't 
suggest it's fortunate." 
"O

ne of the glories of being a 
law

y
er h

as b
een

 th
e in

d
ep

en
-

dence and the great risk is that 
there w

ill be stereotypes and less  

independence." 
B

ut could less independence of 
m

in
d
 b

rin
g
 ab

o
u
t u

n
ifo

rm
-

ity in the civil law
 betw

een juris-
dictions? "N

o, not interstate or 
national uniform

ity," speculated 
G

risw
old.. "T

here is an inevitable  

tendency tow
ard uniform

ity in 
th

e law
 b

u
t it's d

u
e to

 m
o
re 

m
o
v
in

g
 ab

o
u
t an

d
 in

terstate 
travel." 
W

hen looking at it, how
ever, 

H
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Griswold 
1990 seems far off and Mr. 
Griswold notices a change in the 
scope of legal education, present 
and past. 
"Schools are now placing a 

greater emphasis on clinical edu-
cation and I don't know if that's 
progress," he said. "Practical 
experience is important but its 
effectiveness in law school is a 
question, 
"There is a great deal of 

material to learn in law school 
and to get experience of any 
consequence many students 
clerk during the summer. A law 
office is a place for practical 
experience but I don't know 
about law school." 	, 
Griswold admits that clinical 

education would be more practi-
cal at a school that draws most of 
its student body from its state, 

. such as Florida, than a Harvard 
which attracts the bulk of its 
students from out of state. 
"How can you teach the in-and-

outs of practice to students from 
all over the country?" he said. 
"Students need practical exper-
ience but it should get it when 
they leave." 
And when the student leaves 

school there is the reality that 
plea bargaining keeps a high 
proportion of lawyers from ever 
appearing in court. 
;When there's reason for both 

sides to yield-take your average 
auto case-it can be settled with-
out a jury or any hazards of 

r litigation," he said. "For some 
itabon, though, plea bargaining, 
is regarded as unfortunate. 
"The Supreme Court of Balti-

more City has been in existence 
for about a hundred years and 
almost never has a jury trial 
even though it's a Constitutional 
right. Apparently defense law-
yers will waive the jury trial 
because they're getting a fair 
shake." 
That's about the law profession-,  

-past' and present. And the future 
also 

HR-Not once in Larry Neen's interview with Dean "'rim 
in your paper's alumni edition is there any mention o 
the quality of legal services rendered -people or a co 
corn for it or 42 improvement in it. Where there is 
reference to services rendered those who can't pay a 
lawyer ha is not for it! liven plea bargaining givos. 
lawyer not the accused as "break." It is impossible to 
imagine a betto. choice to "investigate" the CIA. 

the record of lawyers in Watergate is notall that b 
Almost all wore lawyers and there is no crime in hist 
involving; as many of criNinal so high a percentage of 
whom sore lawyers, iwv., officers of the court. Lawye 
are responsible fur the greatest of subversions and 
is to his legal eminence not all that bad! 
I also was surprised to learn that Dailey and Rethbla 
had collaborated in 01 those books. Saw them is Bad'. 
law library. japeosed to be solid cork. Taha.1.-cs, U4 


