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CIA prober defends ,f:_v

By STUART EMMRICH .
AHigator Staff Writer :

A member of the presidential CIA in-
vestigating commission, former U.S. Solicitor
Gen. ' Erwin -Griswold defended at UF
Wednesday the ‘‘inherent secrecy™ of the
CIA., but added the commission was going to

- thoroughly investigate any areas of domestic
surveillance the agency may have been in- .

volved in.

" Griswold, at UF's College of Law as a
Distinguished Professor, said the commission
was instructed by President Gerald Ford *'to
examine any deomestic  operations the CIA
may have engaged in and to make any
. recommendations it feels necessary.”

THE CIA is forbidden by its 1947 charter
to inyolve itself in domestic spymg and
“Griswold said the commission was going to
determined if the charter was violated. )

He added the task might be  difficult
because the CIA is “‘a complex organization
involving a large number of individuals, We
can’t be expected to walk around the place

. with a magnifying glass.”

He said, however, that the commission
would “follow up any lead or problem we hear
about. We want to learn as much as we can.”

‘spying by the CIA should not be going on, he
" defneded the ity of the y existing
for foreign operations.
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has to.operate in secrecy. We live in a-world of
many - nations that -have intelligence
operations.

blinders on.

country is what we find out through the CIA.
Most of their work is done by reading
¢ newspapers and journals,” he added.

" HE' EMPHASIZED, however, that  the
agency must be ‘“under. effective citizen

control” but refused to say whether that
control should come from the Pre51dent or
~ Congress.

'."gomg to look mto.

_, the morale of the CIA's employes
ALTHOUGH Griswold said any domestic "

**There must be a CIA,” he said, “and it -

We cannot go around with .

‘ *Often the only things we know about a

the practice of secrecy

“That's one of the things the commission lS
he explained.

The commission’s investigating powers only
refer to domestic operations. Griswold said

they will not look into the foreign activities of ..

the CIA: .

GRISWOLD SAID the commission would
report to the Justice Department. whose duty
it will be to carry out any recommendations.

There are no penalties stated for persons
who may have viplated the CIA charter and
Griswold said this is one of the areas the
commission.might look into.

Griswold said -the commission hearings
would “‘necessar ily be private™ because of the
confidential nature of some of the testlmony

" 'being given.

“THE OPERATION is inherently secret. If
you report to too large a group’ then it won't,
be kept secret,” he said.

Answering charges from some government
officials that the investigation of the CIA
might hamper the agency’s operations,
Griswold said, *'If they are doing something
illegal then- it ought to be hampered.” '

Griswold said he thought the investigation
would ultimately benefit the agency and “help

PROFESSOR ERWIN GRISWOLD
. .member of Investigating Commission
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1/17/75-Lecal Galnesville merning news reperted this mern that Erwin
Grisweld, visiting pref at U ef Pla, had refused te be interviewed by
the station. Grisweld sald it weuld be "inapprepriate® te give inter-
views with the press here, and explained that hs had allewed the student
newspaper, the Alligator, te interview him beeanse it was affiliated
with the sehool. Hewever, that interview conserned the CIA panel.

8



Meeting with Erwin Grisweld at Helland Law Center, Galnesville, 10:20-
10330 am, 1/16/75

Went up to his effiee at 10110, Deor was epsn, he was eut. I

walted about 10 mlnutes, and he came baek, and Ainvited me in. I
introeduced myself and we shook hands. Befers I spoke he asked me what
year of law soheel I was An, I sald first, I teld him I wanted te
talk te him abeut David Belin, and he ilmnedlately saild that Ferd, net
the Panel, had appeinted Belin. I gave hia the letters I had fer him,
whieh he epened and remd there te himself, Hs gsemed te fully read

the eevering letter to him, in whieh I state that I hoped te deliver it
persenally te him, and then he skimwad the eepy of the lastter te Belin,
spending mich mers time o the firat page, and barely geing ever ths
next twe, but loeking at sash, and wrewsing the 2nd, He leeked up
at me expressionless and sald, "Well, you've delivered the letter te
me", a3 if to conclude sur meeting. I gald I'd heped he weuld want teo
hear mere, that I had sxtensive knewledge of Belin's werk fer the WC,
He asked me how I get inte the whele thing, and I said I'd been deing
reseurch for over ? years, and explalned how I geot te cerrsspend with

$elin. I told him I felt this was a serlous nmatter, that the panel
had great public respenslibllitles, at which peint he salid, yes, the
panal deez have great responsibllitiss. I sald that based en the resexd
it was a fact that Belin had uttered falseheeods, published them, cevered
up infermation, and ceuldn't bhe trusted. I salé I wanted te see semething
dene and if the panel wouldn't de anything I still wanted the publis te
have the infermation at least se¢ they could Jjudsze Belin's qualifleations.
I sald I was inexperienced in getting aotien from the gov't er prsss,
but that I was trying to get semething done besause At was sueh a
serious matter, He repeatsd that Perd had appeinted Belin and sald that
he persenally has never met Belln and hadn't even heard of him until
last Menday. I asked Af Ferd's appeintment was unconditienal, that the
panel souldn't de anything, and he sald yes. I asked if the panel

eeuld object and he sald it ecould. I amssured him I had ne maliee and
felt this was semething whieh the public interest demended, that I

had great rospest for Ay aseuntry and the law but that I was disillusiened

by all the dishenesty and decaption I'd seen 1x gev't and wanted te
de something nhout 1t, He wag sllent. After abeut 15 secends eof silenes,
I thanked hin fer his time and left, He didn't say 5aodbye.

‘ I was struek by his demeansar; he put up & stona wall. Ee never
gmiled, never shanged hls serloeus expressien. He zpoke blandly, saild
few words, and velunteered nothlng, His celdness and unfriendliness,
lask of any hespitality, 2te. was ebvious and secmed dsliberste to me,
All he velunteered were 2 questionst what year stuient was I and hew
21d I zet inte this (the assassinastien). Perhaps Lt is relevant te
mentien that, exeept when he read the letters, he never meved, and he
k;{t eontaost with my eyes at 21) times, ineluding in the peried eof
811000,
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Hhward R.rrnan, written 5100 pm, 1/16/75. fron handwritten nates prepared
inmedlately after leaving Urisweld'’s effice.






