Rt. 8, Frederick, Md, 21701
1/24/75
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New York Times Washington Bureau
1920 L 8t., i : :
Vashington, D.C. 20036

Dear Nr, w. )

When the appointment of David Balin to heed the new whitewashing commission was
Wtothoﬂtm-!m.lmm'ﬂbummmtmthnmn. for the ssgond
tiue on this story, I presumed that you suffer the typical jowmalistio prejudice abgut
ALl rather than some called "conspirecy theorists® and 4id not call back,

I an not now and never have besn such a "thecrist.” And I can conceive of other
raamtoryo\mmtmt\nungtheuuthatyounuhthnnbaumdmvm
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§ yournttentionhhdialomuthhnn.Mmmnmwmbnmdmm.dthat :
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in . part on the suppressed story of Carolyn Armold. R ‘ }

- For purposes of that correspondence as I remember it Howard took a more restricted
approach than I would, He also is unaware that experienced reporters tend to take a .
Jaundiced view of the world, public figures, politicisns and offiodal investigators, Be
likevine may not be fully aware despite his own exceptionl work how justified this view
of those of whom they write iz to reporters. However, because I believe that Balin's

record exoeeds the corrupt morm, I take the time to te)l you what I anticipste Howard
may pot have,

Belin was not the only Comuisaion lawyer of Nixouisn view. He wes one, perbaps the
\§ cnly one, of theas who had avoided controversy about himself of any magnitude. (What ho

K

did with 8)lvia Heagher and The Texas Observer is, I believe, reprehensible but it attmmoted
A 1ittle attention, And his book, published by a Times subaidiary and plugged hard by the
| Tines, resulted in ne serious public oriticims.) , . '

~Although ny own experience is that the press oould not care less about officisl
perjury and its subornation - repeated cases X established in court went unreported -
I call your attention to this Texas Observer tusiness becauss Mrs. Meagher reported that -
Lnoffmunot:l.nrmicunmbomodthnmauryotnwimm“im.Boliqhad 4
. an FBI report of an interview with Givens in which Giveno said sther than officialdes
uanhdofhu.cimhadhonamstodmdmmlnmuotoponmprum.Bonns.a-
nored what Uivens had told the FHI and other sleo conxwdiotory versions he had given and
ended up with precisely the falsehood that was easential to framing a case against Oswald,

nwmnoftheca:ommm;awrylhlmxmrd&dmtﬁndmmto
his correspondence with Belin rulates fa this. The Commission had to ignore all the svidence
that Omwald could not have fired a shoxt from that rifle and that window. This meant $t
had to pretend that nobody had seen him for the orucial period, I believe from 11155 a.m. ‘
until a conjectured three minutes after the assassination. They knew this was false. The »
FAI di4 not dare suppress tho evidence entirely. Instead it corrupted what Mra. Armold '
told 1%, reporting falsely that she had seen Oswald at about 123115 and on the first floor,
Howover, Nrs, Amold motually reported seeing fmwald on that first floor at about 12e8%;
There is corroboration, mome in my first book. These FEI reports arve in the third, Fhoto-
graphio Whitewash, in facaimile, The importance of 12125 rather than 12115 is that there
would otherwise have been the prublem of getting Oswald back to that alleged sniper's
nest on the 6th floor with enough time to reassemble the alleged murder weapon and still
be on time for his alleged rendegvous with de experienced FEI agent
uxunutoaumlytomaubhﬂwurhmdittookoﬂwrﬁmtogatupthorom
the
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and retrieve the rifle unsecn and build the nest
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notpntirely inwimible.

wmﬂmztmmmm.wmmmmmmmmmtm.
otbrumm.mcofthemmnmyomwdm.uwam'm
ﬂunwuhhdatmﬁuaumﬂhwmthmm.Idulnththd.n!.nv
Mmk.mmcuntindwmemnﬁmormmm-atgmhmnm.In
any event, what Jelin did dnoludes refusing to permit Mrs. Rowland correct misleading

huhndhdhrinﬁowhuealtoﬂncuamqmm.wmwso
Bnm.”ulmundhrnwma.mhﬂuuthrmuﬂonmﬁmpfw

pt of the transcript later mm.umm.,w'-mmmﬁm.
Muﬁxnmn'smnuumoru-mm.uzmuwmmm
encugh to use the oorrected testimony im the Heport, which is what attracted attention,
ntmﬂonthommw&asvolmmr!.o_émdqta'ﬁuvmummtoxmmmt
4 26 guch volumses would bo published anywaye (Yas, I have the onoce-secret executive see-
slons at wihich these matters were discuseed.) In the Report what Mrs. Rowland was really
8 saying is invisible, , e

There is more but I think this is enough for you to decide whether Belin is mo
,«mmmmn:uwtunmnommmmmrmummam
" fwom whom anything that omn be called an investigation without blushing can be expected.
Hymthmthhmﬂldaﬂvaanﬂlymﬂntuﬂm
.mplmtodvith'cart.mmtmud-emplohwithmofwvhmammt
"4 sssassinated - with Domingo Nenavides, in sy first book. : : :

At this point and several hours ago I was interrupted by a oall from a reporter
vhoaopaperandsyndimteambrowngastozvlhadinmindvhan!lafttheﬁrstuea-
_saaororyou.Iti-,hwmr.onlymotthntwmlthcnhadmm.aomofyour'
sources and probably those whose interest cen be guessed were less than completely forth-
right with you. I am familiar anough wiSh your work not to believe the alternative, that
youuod.ﬂowevar.uiththemaﬁncofﬁmlumtmdispomdtoﬁwwinwhatI
ooul&havareaardedaatlnpubliointemtwhatia’anaorpartofmdmatoonphm
draft of a Yook jgk on political assassinations. _ ‘

Belin 4s not all I had in mind on tho second call. However, he ia all that Howard
mmdwmmmlmkam.Idohwanintomstinﬂovudandhowhamyhe ,
, uprdedhyﬁwoflnﬂuemointhems.Xfoelothinunfqthardooso!am.ﬂo_
8 has a book now overdue and anotber accepted with pub date either not set or mot communie v
i ,nhdtom._mm‘mmploﬂdmmmd“mtodwn.mrmtmdﬁtm o
, vhen he was in high achsol. However he may have ocme acuroes %0 you if as he indioated he .. . ..y
; got in touch with you, in my opinion he is an exceptionslly gifted and exceptionally -~ - ;
il principled young mane I would be hapidor if unreasoned prejudice did not wash off on hime

Sincerely,
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HR: I see no possibilities at all in a

polite approach, no reason for an xpix
apologetic one, am not about to eater to Harold Welsberg
his unthinking prejudices, want to capture his
P.3. If you have any interust in the story, I got a good laugh out of tho White House
i nnoﬂmt?ordmuydounotmﬂﬂnmm,-fuamm.ruday'awx&at.ihml
5 know that Ford saw to it that they do in using them in a oheap, hoked-up “clearance” of
himgel? during the days of his Belin asnociation (seo Whitewash II), I also know that FEI
lsaks could embarress the President of the United States.

I am not sending copdes of my books because the Times has all of thems because when
1t was listing "Books Beceived® it pretendsd that mins did not exist, having no comuercisl
mprint (I billed them for the 14ih cony of the firstl); because of the unconscionable way
it treated my work on the King assassination (which among other things bas established the
need for a trial, provided a defense and led to a new piinciple of lav also not reported
hytheﬁnsalthou@itispnmﬂybeforethaﬁnwm%m); and because I do not be-
lieve you will msee a stoxye
attention with a challenge, and resent the inherent arrogance of his preconceptions.
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1/21/75=-apprex 5:30pm--Just speke te Seymeur Hersh 1n Washingten, I
called eellest. He sald he dldn't get amy letter yet, but he gsid
he's had everyene ceme up te him abeut Belin, and he's been swanmped
with senspiracy theorles and ne chance eof doing angthing. teold him
I had semething more, latters from Belin p»roving he was a llar. Se

" whaty, he asked; he sald he tells lies tee, but that seme apparently

neutral pesple are comlng eut saying Belin's a descent guy, maybe he's
ambltieus. I sald he's a ereek, alse teld him I'd given the letter

ts Grisweld, theught this might make it mere newswerthy. I assured

him I wasn't gelny after any censpiracy theery, was gelng after Belln's
qualificatiens, He asked how this disqualified, se what 1f he mixht
have fergetten abeut semething, er tried -te rmet rid ef me, or even

told a couple lies. I sald 1t was censclous deliberats lylng and that
he wasn't werthy ef mublle trust. Se who is, GEXMNXX he asked, and
sald there 1s zere chance of teppling Belln. He sald the enly ene

they theught they might tempsle was Grisweld cause they knew he's

almest been ldicted bpt 1t didn't work. He asked for a speecific example
of what I had. I teld him the Carelyn Arneld story. He saild, leck
den't tease me by helding these little things in front of me, T
wen't de anything unless I get the whele thing and can read 1t myself,
se® he HENX ssid elther gend it te me or ferget 1t, He added I den't
have te worry abeut anything, he wen't reveal it, it weuldbe strietly
~eenfidential, and he weuldn't use witheut asking me specifieally., I
asked him te repeat en the cenfidentiality, he assured me, and said

-he wouldn't copy it and return it if I wanted. He sald serf a Xerex
of the whele file and include a cevering létter directing himte what's
important, and he gave me his address. I teld him I'd send it. '

fre



. HARLD: COMEIDENT'AL

January 21, 1975

Mr. Seymeur Hersh

Hew York Times Washingten Burean
1920 L St. N.%e

Washingten, D.C. 20036

Desr Mr. Hersh:

_ Pursuant te eur phene coenversabtlion today, I am enelesing fer
your absolutely cenfidential inspestion a Xerex copy of my entire
sorrespondence with David Belin. I have mocepted in goeod falth yeur
premise to me of confildentliality, and I request that, if yeu de net
intend te use this material, that ysu return 1t te me,

You asked me to direct you te the relevant pelnts in the letters,
My letter ef July 12, 1971 asks feur questisnsg which are the meat ef
the exshange, and which Belin never answers after taking the time -
te write ever 15 mazes of letters. The feur questions reflset en but
@ fractien of Belin's mis-deeds for the Warren Cemmissien, and the
most lmportant ens 13 questien feur, cencerning Carelyn Arneld. Flease
nete threugheut how Belin censistently evades what I zsked him and
quotes me entirely eut af context. I toek censlderable time to point
out svery such instance to him. . \

The sonditisnsg Belin tried to impsse on disclogure of the letters
13 at pages 3 of his letter of August 3, 19713 I gave him my interpretation
of these cenditions in ny letter ef August 14, 1971,

The twe meost important letters are his te me of Sept. 20 (8pp)
aind my respense of Oct. 10 (6pp). Please nete en p. 7 of his letter
of Sept, 20 he admits he knew of evidence that Oswald had Wween seen .
between 12300 and 12:30, he disclaims having wirtten the false statement
sentalned in the Warren Repert, and he calls that statement "a miner
overstatement.” Please see my raspense of Oct. 10, bottem ef ». U te
P. 5 te sse that thls misstatement was anything but "miner.” In
gnrite of this admissien te me, he wrete in his beok (tep ef p. 232)
that ne ene is known te have ssen Oswald wetween 113155 and 12230,
and the two witnesses whe did are net even listed in his index (Eddie
Piper and Carelyn Arneld).

Note near the bottom of p. 3 of my Oct. 10 letter I remind Bslin
of his Jan. 30, 1964 meme for tha Cemmlssien in which he preneunsed
Oswald guilty befere his investigation began. I alse m=ntionr this
mene in my latter af Oct. 25. (I have enslesed fer you a copy of
this 1/30/64 mems froa the Warren Cemmissioen filles.) New eheek Belin's

“beok, Pe 15, where he writes, "We started with ne fersgone conclusionss

in fact, I subdeonselously wanted te find evidenee to preve that Lee
Harvey Oswald was not the agsaasin.”

(Note alse at p. 14 of his WBook, he says "Area II, in which Jee
Ball and I werked, fscused en the determination ef whe was (er were)
the assassin(s) ef Prasident Kennedy..." This is flase. A8 the Area
II werk was eutlined as of Jan. 11, 1964, it wes ealled "Lee Harvey _
Oswald as the Assassin of President Kennedy.® A copy of part of that_rﬁ':

putline froa the Commizsien's files iz alge enclesed for gou. )




If you are interested te knew where Belin sltered a transoript
in his Bbesk, go to p. 50, where he represgents Deainio Benavides as
having identified Commissien Exhibit 162 as the Jacket wern by the
Tippit killer. If yeu ge te the astual transeript at ». 453 of
vel. 6 of the Couulsalen'’s hearings, the exhibit Belin shewed Renevides
was in fast Ne, 163, a dark blue, not a light gray jacket. Turthernmers,

‘I have sesn the page proers ef Belin's ook and as of that stage the

Ex. Nuaber en p. 50 was 163.

Furthermore, nete that I elither pelnt eut er ask direstly about
& number eof witnesses and pleces ef infermatlen which serieusly
eentradiet the Warren Repert and whiech ars in fact totally emitted
frem the Report--thass are listed, for the mest part, in my letter
te Selin ef Oet., 25, Nene of this infermation is addressed by Belin
in his book, so I think it 1is quite well founded when I agsert that
he dellberatsly suppressed infermation frem hls woosk whleh eentradicts:
or disproves his agsertioens. (He dees write about the Brennan clething
degeription, p. 135 eof hls book, Wwut he twists the progressien ef
Brennan'’s testimeny and makes it seem that it ended as he represents
below the middle of w. 136, In faet, when Brennan started describing

' "elethes ether than thease wern by Oawald, Belin and Allen Dulles vory

suddenly eut him eff and abruptly ended the testimony there-~<~ses »v.
161-62 of vel. 3 of the Cemalssion's hsarings.) ‘

These points can and de teuch only a small mart of Belin recoxd,
but they are snough te establish that he lied about the assassination
and hils work for the Commlisaien in a beok from whleh he doubtlessly
intended %o prefit. '

Mr. Hersh, I redlize, as yeu tried te say teday, that ne ene is i
& salnt, and everyene, at senme point lies. But net everyens ‘was eA 3
ths effislal panel investigating the Kennedy assassinatien, and net
averyene is trusted with the job of investigating this naeglve abuse
By the CIA, an investigatioen which weuld net be zoing on if it was
net fer your work. I felt from the beginnlng that Pord pieked thism \
pansl te cever up, and I did net expeet and still de net expest that _ -
the panel weuld have an investigator whe could not ke counted on,
shall we say, te proteet the establishmant?s interests as the panel
has already made clear it weuld de, I never expested they would go
so far te pick Belin, wut new that they have I really think the
public is entitled te knew what kind of guy he is.

Thanks for your attentien. I knew you are very busy and I
de aprreciats your time and theught,

Bast wishes,
Boward Roffman

Gainesville, ¥la. 32601



