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By ANTHONY MARRO 

pEER DE SILVA, who died this past 
summer, used to say that he had 

been the Central Intelligence Agency's 
station chief in Saigon "at the time 
when all the wrong decisions were 
made." The unstated implication was 
that others had made them. 

The others, he now says matter-of-
factly in this book, included Robert 
McNamara, the defense secretary, 
whose "visits invariably left me with a 
feeling of gloom and foreboding"; Wil-
liam Westmoreland, the commander, 
who was "courageous, but intellec-
tually uninspired"; and Maxwell 

the ambassador, who seemed to 
think he was still fighting the Germans 
in France. 

ANTHONY MARRO is a Washington-
based reporter who covers the Justice 
Department. 

This is not likely to surprise or shock 
anyone. All three have been trashed 
roundly and repeatedly over the years, 
and De Silva, as the obituary writers 
noted, has long been on record as hav-
ing opposed the major escalations of 
the war in the mid-1960s on the 
grounds that the key to success wasn't 
firepower but winning the support of 
the peasants. 

But it is of some value to be remin-
ded that at least a few officials held 
this view as early as 1964, and held it so 
strongly that, 14 years after the fact, 
the anger and frustration and bitter-
ness still show through. And one can't 
fault De Silva for wanting to leave be-
hind his own account of how things 
went so terribly wrong; David Halbers-
tarn, after all, mentioned him only 
twice in The Best and the Brightest, 
and both times misspelled his name. 

On one level, this is a cautious auto-
biography, of the sort many 19th-cen-
tury public figures wrote in their re-
tirement, intended more for their 
peers and their heirs than for wide 
public consumption. It chronicles a 
life, settles a few scores, makes a pitch 
for democracy and Zree enterprise, 
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