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IT
 IS N

O
T

 just the Indochina w
ar critics 

and the revisionist historians w
ho are 

hacking aw
ay• at the past and current 

condU
ct of A

m
erican foreign policy. N

ow
 

it is the establishm
ent F

irst cam
e the 

thunderous voice of H
am

ilton Fish A
rm

- 
strong in' his farew

ell to the establish- 
„ 

m
ent's journal, Foreign A

ffairs, w
ith his 

cry of "isolated A
m

erica.” N
ow

 com
es 

C
harles Y

ost, a 40-year veteran of diplo-
m

atic. service on three C
ontinents, finally 

as President N
ixon's first ainbassadot-to 

the *U
nited .N

ations; until: 1971. Y
cist's 

v
o
lu

m
e is cri de akar, an

 outpouring 
of :em

otions-  -long -repressed by one! so 
disciplined. . 

Y
ost is no revisionist;̀ he m

ight be 
called a m

odern establithm
entarian. H

e 
is angry w

ith m
uch-of the past, w

ith, the 

C
H

A
LM

ER
S M

.:',11.0B
ER

TS/W
as, for 18 

years, chief, diplom
ati

c 
	correspondent for" 

T
he W

ashington Pest.. H
is m

em
oir, F

irst: 
R

ofigh D
raft, w

ill be publiabed id the 

LG
E 4 

"m
isconduct" of A

m
erican foreign pol-

icy. B
ut like m

any-  others -be seeks to 
discern not only w

hat w
ent w

rong—
w

ith 
the w

ar the ultim
ate w

rong—
but w

hat 
m

ust be done in order, as A
rm

strong 
puts it, that "w

e M
ay recover our self-

confidence and self-respect and regain 
fir our nation the standing in the w

orld's 
estim

ation it once possessed." Y
ost, in 

fact, goes further: H
e seeks a prescrip-

tion .for the global conduct of interna-
tional relations; C

om
ing from

 an erudite 
M

an w
ith long experience w

ithin the 
foreign policy establishm

ent, w
hat he 

says is w
ell w

orth reading. 	
• 

H
is "ultim

ate conclusion" is that the 
conduct of foreign affairs "cannot be-
com

e rational until these affairs cease 
to be 'foreign." In turn, he exam

ines 
how

 the A
m

erican system
 has w

orked, 
and not w

orked, and the "radical and 
com

prehensive action"-  he :believes- na-
tions m

ust take to avoid catastrophe in 
the nuclear age. 	

!. 	
' 	

_ 
_ O

n the first point Y
ost turns out to 

be a traditionalist. :T
here:have been too 

m
any "am

ateurs. in the W
hite H

ouse," 
too-  m

any- presidents playing at being 
their ow

n secretary of state. H
is current 

bete noire turns out to be H
enry K

issin-
ger and his "conceptual fram

ew
orks"•for 

M
etternichian balance-of-treat:pow

er-1
i-

plornacyi-  H
e yearns -for-the strong Sec-

retary, :A
cheson; M

arshall and D
ulles. 

Y
et his analysis dePlores som

e of their 
m

ajor w
orks::_. the T

rum
an D

octrine's 
sw

eep, arm
s" to Indochina, dependiinee 

On-nuclear w
eaponry, over-fear :of .t.ltui-

gen :intentions; 

Y
ost deplores an A

m
erican role as the 

w
orld policem

an, too m
uch interference 

in the internal affairs of other nations 
by an overblow

n bureaucracy around the 
w

orld. (H
e w

ould cut State's personnel 
by 30 per cent or m

ore, alm
ost all of the 

cut here in W
ashington; send 75 per,  

cent of the m
ilitary attaches back hom

e; 
en

d
 th

e C
IA

's "h
am

-h
an

d
ed

 h
an

k
y
 

panky" and turn its intelligence opera-
tion, for the m

ost part, back to S
tate, 

and so on.) M
ost especially he w

oula 
vastly lessen "the excessive participation 
of the U

.S
. m

ilitary in foreign policy-
m

aking." 
H

e sees no contradiction, evidently, 
betw

een a desire to low
er the A

m
erican 

profile and his assertions that the U
nited 

S
tates should "push and drive" S

outh 
A

frica, R
hodesia and Portugal "into the 

m
odern w

orld w
hile there is still tim

e." 
A

nd that the U
N

 Security C
ouncil has a 

"solem
n obligation," w

hen'its m
em

bers 
can find agreem

ent on a plan, to "im
pose 

a settlem
ent" on the A

rabs and Israel 
"or at the very least to im

pose m
easures 

w
hich w

ill ensure that arm
ed conflict is 

not renew
ed." 

Y
ost's "radical" ideas center on the 

U
nited N

ations. "T
im

e no longer w
orks. 

in our favor," he w
rites. "T

he situation 
does not ripen; it rots.".  W

hat to do, 
given the persistence of sovereign states, 
the nuclear arm

s race, population explo-
sion and "the coexistence of affluence 
and m

isery" on our globe? First, of all, 
the public and the publics m

ust have a 
quantum

 jum
p in their exposure to the 

"facts of life." (T
he m

edia are encour- 

aged to continue and increase their ef-
forts to "pry loose from

 coy politicians 
and bureaucrats" all they can about-
foreign policy conduct.) 

T
he dem

ocracies should draw
 closer 

together; nuclear arm
s should be scaled 

dow
n (he gives us a listing); lim

its should 
be put on big pow

er "com
petitive in-

trusions into the T
hird "W

orld"; the 
U

N
 should be a first, not a last, resort 

for A
m

erican governm
ents; U

.S.-Soviet 
sum

m
it m

eetings should 'be held about 
once a year (A

cheson and D
ulles never 

agreed to that!); aid should 'be m
ulti-

lateral, and so on' dow
n a list m

any 
others have draw

n for a better future. 
In essence, all steps that w

ould "w
ither 

aw
ay" the concepts of "foreigner" and 

"foreign affairs" and replace them
 w

ith 
"a sense of com

m
on kinship and citizen-

ship." 
L

est these latter suggestions sound 
like Y

ost has- taken off for the w
ild blue 

yonder, it should be said that all that he 
proposes is tem

pered w
ith w

isdom
 

draw
n from

 a lifetim
e of practical di- 

plom
acy. T

here are som
e fine vignettes, 

som
e righteous anger, plenty of dow

n-to-
earth suggestions. T

o the radical left 
Y

ost w
ill seem

 only an unhappy old boy. 
T

o the stuffy right he w
ill seem

 too criti-
cal. T

o som
e he w

ill appear too m
uch a 

traditionalist. T
o others he w

ill seem
 

naive about presidents and the C
ongress. 

Y
et w

ith
al C

h
arles Y

o
st o

ffers th
e 

reader som
e very hard-headed lessons 

from
 history and som

e sensible form
ula- 

tions on how
 to avoid the "m

isconduct of 
fo

reig
n
 affairs" in

 th
e n

ex
t q

u
arter 

century. _ BO
O

K
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O
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