ligh-resolution zoom'shots.
( anotlier satellite mission.
the -maneuver . area deserfed and. the -heav;
nce more in two inconspi

On Aug 20,
-equipment parked

*'By Don Oberdorfes
Washington Post StAT{ Wril

* On Friday, Aug. 17, a US. spy sat

IR
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iniiséments G 1., - Meiro ",
Classified . C18° Obituarl

Soviet-equipped Cuban: troops ‘was a"j
of excruciating difficulty, While ‘theré is’ no’ doub¥ that
{1he challenge was formidable, it ia also true. thatianly
"2 few people and a_tiny. fraction ‘of Americdn’ irtelli-% .
e’ devoted, until recently, to i
unwelcome pictird
effort dre, obscure, but:to
ral US. EoEnannc..,.sno,_.a@..,,.u.._mu%n

ence resources wer:
ogether this unexpected and
The origiis of thé Soviet

angerous superpower confrontation of the nucleat ‘age;
julred the removal from.Cuba of the Soviet offensive

‘weapons and- of all" Soviet' forces ‘assoclatedt ‘With “the i
“missiles. and bombs .




éonsidered its spying on American po-

1. Robert I. Kennedy and the Rév.
artin Luther King Jr, as having the

ring on - the -Soviet Unlon and

 YeREN 250 by the CIA and’ turned ‘over
i ). in & ‘civil lawsuit chal--

: .hmmumm&mmm
m dueunmrh -obtained by 'rh-

#:4 private: group exploring. alleged
inteligence petvice. -sbuses, include -

 tovestign

¥ plaitists eald ‘that while much of the
I ‘material is not new in terms of bakic *

it prorirtm ‘"¢ Hew light and’ de‘-“"*
for the fitst time the extent of

“writhith ‘the CIA itself to the

_“jlﬂ!'“m spying activity-and. the prior- il
A ¥or example, the " CIA’s inspector

‘[l general reported in a memorandum
¢ %'post “was destroyed immediately after

- ot its somehow. falling into the hands
5 4t of a black ofﬁccr" who might ob;ect
; ny to the program.

“Various CIA otﬂculs questionedb

[ the legality of the ;
* time, and voiced th
3‘ iughent lcvch of tln lﬁency

ogram’ at the

The :Central:, Intelligence Ageney .
and civil rights leaders mch as

high priority as its intelligence-

vgk,wmmm-md abonttwo'

‘Jonging the Tegaiity.of the CIA’s “Op- .
" domestic spying pro-..

Dontet for Netional Gecurity Stud.

ztbhw-,‘,,

‘rerding so as to avoid any - possibility

. Iiowever, " acl yrd Ag -
..memo, CIA Director Rlchar Helms’

siniply Secause some members of . the

_.CIA to determine whether antiwar ac
tivity- was being financially .or °other-

wise backed by foreign ‘countries. It =~
“.was ‘disclosed publicly -in The  New i’
*York Times in: late 1975, .and was
‘probed at :length by a presidential

commission headed by Vice President

‘lect committee headed by
Chureh (D-daho). .

““decreed that it'should not be stopped ~

: gorunlzation do not like this activity.”:
-+’ Operation Chaos was begun in: 1967"
~'when President Johnson asked the .

. Appa ntIy.‘_ intensmed
1?69 Qhen Helms instructed._;,v
Ipe of

Chaos program’ was. "always a mmor

_'part of its activities, vyxth later CIA™"

“;.Director William Colby once-describ-

“ing it to President Fotd as a “low-cost

: collectxon program.”.: . :

-Nelson Rockefeller ‘and a Senate se- .-
Fran

Within a year after the Helms high-

priority instructions, a/CIA "field of-

fice. head mformed supenors that 1~

—

. that we' shoud be.. invuved 1n."v accord-j,

f mg to a-CIA. memo.

'He said ‘that éveén’ if it were cons
;‘f__ered “passlve" intelligence collectir
“sthere is a’natural’ tendency ‘when ali’’

interesting. repoit ‘is-received’to :%

- quest” additional’ detalls, then the
¢ tionl . begins.” He 'said..the. domesti
. .collection of data.on 1.8, citizens i,
*" “clearly the function” of the FBI an¢ '
not “the ‘CIA; ‘and “f. think we would :
find it difficult to' justify what we're {

i..doing?

-~ The CIA inspec’oor general’skreport‘,‘

mphasized what it | -
easiness |-



printout were former house membet
! Bella Abzug, (D-N.Y.) and Rep. Ronalg
|- Dellums. (D-Calif.), as well as Kennedé
.. and King. -
. In addition to the names located on
) ,.the computer, the. [CIA . also -main:
“tained what it called “sensitive files”
on Abzug conceming her anti. Viet<j
.nam_ 'War ' activities in --Europe, on :
" King and on King's widow, Coretta. .
" An attempt by the plaintiffs to o
make these documents public in Janu, :
-ary 1977 was’ blocked *by a“ federal ;
- judge when -she was informed thaf
... they planned a press conference conﬂ o
ucemmg[the matenaL o
Theé “plaintiffs, represented by the R
‘American Civil Liberties Union, haq =
"U.8. District Couft Judge 'June
i «{Green-reversed by the U.8. Court-o
.- Appeals, which said her. order’ preav
; venting , disclosure- of . the : materialg
“presented | serious First Amendmenﬁi
problems. -
’ ‘, Even after the appellate ‘court's rulr' :
--ing; Green -questioned the"ethics oﬁ
I"” the ACLU lawyer handling the case’
‘< and chastised him for wanting the ‘mad
< ‘térial 'made public. However, she re}
* jected a "Justice Department requersi
7" .that the ' government be given :
. hours” notice before the matenal was'
“'released. . ik
st The government hnd clmmed tha
"’ thereleasé" of the- documents then:
‘would prejudice the CIA in a full trial.
‘before Green' later.. However; when!
- the court of appeals said the CIA hatﬁ
e sl to prove that any pofential harm: to'
o - agency’'s . role” because - the agency would be “substantial and
. CHAOS “appeared to constitute a . serious,” Justice Department .attof*
monitoring of the political views and - neys conceded that’ “we . could not:
" activities of Americans not known to - even begin to meet this fest.”
- be or. suspect of be#ng involved in( “- .fNormal procedure in .eafly phases
espionnge 7 “‘of'a civil lawsuit is-for a'side tuming.
. Some. rather strong langua e was over documents to the other to ask a
used in - describing” ‘what. was gunder-.¥ * judge to signa “protective order” pre- -
stood to be the. thrust of MHCHOS, venting them from being made publie "
.and several. officers.- sajd they.wanted if it feels it is necessary., “Protective'
no part of it” the inspector general’ _orders” requrre strong justiﬁcation, ;
-said, He said i many officers felt the: . “and‘the’ CIA did not .ask’ for‘one when '
agency would “find itself comnﬁng it first t:zrned -over the-material: - :*
a major cnsxs’; if the program became “After'the ACLU Inforined the &
R L R L L
Helms’ rgacﬁon, I 1 »

'oﬂ:er 'CIA memo, was nggest ﬂxat ,
‘the pe;'dson;&eadxnvgi tlt:heth progrl':;m “b:i th
‘come identified e_subject »

. Ty ~~The U.8. Court ‘of Appeals;
‘terrorism™ rather than“domestic spy der was wiong because it prohlbited'
/ing “activities,” while "continuing” th arties in a‘case from making “politi+
cal rexpressions”. and - wasi:funsupd
ported by any evidence,”
that the " CIA" kept files' op.. 10,000 -+ Ins @, hearing .in -M
“Americans and some’ data on 300,000 Green made it clear ¢

-others. The recently disclosed materi- . oppose to release of the material and
als appear ‘to conﬁrm for the fu'st o accuged ACLU attornei Mark : Lynck

oy

e
] i b b
A B Sl e B AR






Cribin

. ments several inches thick, could find . - g prigade ‘was split between two :;gued that a combination of photogra- i
-only 1% pages which made reference eeparate locations. resembling Cuban ' phy, signal intelligence and a rare bit,

‘week, “Soviet ground forces in Cuba__ . “west of Havana, rather than camped :

. there® were also well-documented Te-’
. on hand fo guard ‘and operate ‘a large

" - ble and possible that a Soviet ground-
"eombat unit has remained ’in" Cuba, :

“since ‘the buildup and the withdrawal

| U.S.intelligence received '‘periodic - brigade in Cuba. An intensified study.

‘in faet, that they ever got to the top. -

‘ ov&- for intemgence operations aimedj

: men and divisions.. Only four “br

. East *Germany, and two units’ it‘ill Mon-:
. knowh;

\ o PRI EO ST SO i N F I A O

0 '~.\;",’ A iyt ‘,r ot W I N LS BRI ft T
. " "ter out of Ciiba et off .no alarm in ' 'By mid-June the NSA analyst comd

studied the diplomatic excha}lges and  ~ the intelligence - community; in 1976 ;pieted & study: which, 'in X

understandings—some of which have . ‘Analysts assumed ‘that somebody was . was a landmark in the search for the

never been made public- in full de-} mlstaken or confused. : " ;Rusgiem brigade, For:the first time an
tail-—there was no agreement covering - . Second the sovietg went to unusual e ‘accuniulation of evidence. argued con-
Soviet ground forces in general 'lengths 1o, ‘conceal’ the presence of viicingly'that,at a minimum, 'a Soviet]

Nor was there much attention to - thefr ground unit among the Cubans, -brigade headquartere had
the subject then:or-in' mostof “the’! The Russian colonel in charge and h 3 LA
years since. An official who recently men, who are believed to serve tours® Tha study ‘set off'a erce. dispute
reylewed the record of highly con- :“of.tyo to three years in Cuba, were . within the intelligence ﬂeld in part
fidential U.S. deliberations and action . never mentioned in public by either - because of ‘its implications for. US,
in the missile crisis, a stack of docu- .; Moecow or- Hgvam\. . © poliey. NSA and Army intelligence ar‘

to Soviet ground troops. A top Central ** oapne 3. few - kilometers .from. one’; “of human-intelligence 'pointed. unmis:
Intelligence Agency official said last ° apother near Los Palacios, .60 miles ; takesbly to the presence of a dlandes
tine Sovlet brigade.’ According to in:
formed . sources, CIA, DIA, state.

have ‘not been -a: priority item . . L0  ¢ogeth gniz -
they weren't considered a- threat to f.f: u&i;,mned.:lﬁigshog:tﬁ'? l:f |

the United States.”. . f
It was well known in Washin.gton radio silence and only rarely :con

and no secret in Havana -that hun- Ameri s cials, P
dreds of Soviet military advisers—I, oan offl :
: Third, there 'was 'very littic “.
500 by orne estimate—were left behind : :
in 1962, Begmmngm the eal'ly lm interest in ' the subject. Without " in-
: dications. og “sufficient weight to  Wars,
Tent a:presumption” of a Soviet co
bat imit in Cuba, “we weren’t Tookin

,to all the agencies. and thus the isme
-“was one of interpretation and evai

ports. that ‘Some of these troops were..

and: highly . sophisticated Soviet elec-

On.the basis’ “of: rctrospectlve ‘hints,
W veiy large
high officials now believe it iz plausi: . lost as s‘g g

from’ Cuba.,

do“keep that in mind”

under the nose of the United States, y S
An ea_rly July review of t

govery can:le in early 1978,
of 1962. The evidence is. slender and = . °PPY accident” brought to 1184
inconclusive, however, : ¥ liigence v:ithin a few days two specifl

Beginning at least a .decade .g ,. Dleces o information about ‘a Sovie

firmer in_their: insistence that there )
ere strong and precise indications of '

:a Soviet combat force, Other ‘agencies.

wre unmoved. The compromise re~“’

was ordered. It produced. photographs -
and ‘fragmentary reports of - Soviet of modern' Soviet,military equipment.
ground force units of a.few thousand " deployed ‘in camps ‘near Los Palacios
e s o, These reports were Iot,: and photographs of a Soviet training
takewat face value and raised: no’. - mission.at a Cuban ange in
hignals at the top of the govern- . the western part of ti‘enil;fzdf S

menBCiA officlals sald it 1s doubttul, " % prom this eviderice; officials at'the
OuBrenon vas i 1 e i ‘o |, Delenst nilsence Ageny und e
andearly "70s, the intelligence com- wrong congclusion. They ruled that' th
munity (like the rest of the govern-: military’ equipment. was assigned_to"

aeu?g was °bs°st5:,‘,’ ;’;g ‘gietnam. 1“‘1 ‘Cuban, instead rof Soviet, forces and
byt ence “asse o “m‘? tahnt 'that the “brigade” ‘bivouac areas were. .. should take ‘note’ °f the’ P‘“'P"
inological, were directed at tha Cuban camps, “Some lower-level ‘U.S. zthe Soviét unit, i’-"\
of the world; there was little left .} Finteliigence offielals. 'strongly di.s-\ L T s

: i'agrm K‘iti: 9%1‘&% nsssessment T
i £ concern over: the
kj! ada m‘gezog t‘.:h:hVietnam :gl"::' . - arrival "in - Cuba -'of ;modern - Mig23 'F°°1‘d!n
en ut there. was 5 ", "combat airéraft : prompted thé  first
tere!t in Cuba.. The National Security i Us !py plane ﬂights Wer the islan
Agency picked up references 10 3/ 'gince Carter called them off In 197 s
Soviet “briga 3 in Cgb“ti?tng Bi‘zllt * * & gesture of goodwill ot Havana. The
nothinr ng was done abou ¢ N . i -Mig23 incident’ heightened : U.S. inter.
fotmhtion, in effect, was’ignored.. “est and” surveillance but the . over-
Styeral explanations are now bem “Tlights’ were not’ ntinued on a regﬁ ‘

, the analysts dida't know what . "N o

ake. of references to' a_brigade.
It is% aberratlonai form of military,
uni.g&n ‘the Soviet army. Most Soviet ' !
d forces are orgdnized into regi- L

there was no agreement on the size;
rganization or: mission of th Soviet

e Ao ‘Hé [Turner] in “effect: .ordered §
r, 2 White House'.; them to cave inf‘and the Army- did %6,
' memo- signed by Brzezinski ordered ! «the participant - reported. A 'CIA |
. CIA Director Stansfield Turner to as- © spokesman, asked about. the incident
; sess the, size location, ‘capabilities and - -.said Turner;had ‘intervened to: keep
- ‘purposes’ ot Soviet ground forces in . - “gratuitous speculatlon” out of the co-
Cuba. One of the’ ‘practical results was . ordinated intelligence report. -
to 'send’ NSA’s.. Jone . Ciiban “analyst’ ‘' Ohe result’ of the mid-July 3
backthrough the agency’s voluminous nated report,was d memo, from:Carter.
computerized files for. bits o§ pem oi tor Turner directing stepped up’ mtelli-
Y mnt information n

gadéE™ were known: to:exists.in the -
" entifg" 1,800,000-man’ : army-<d . cere- 4
moni‘hl unit in East Berlin, a unit in

golin! .‘whose functions are

intelli '
56 the intercepted “brigada" chat-A Joined thens:arcg;nce :

P N
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Satelhte

over Cuba

; T ‘the world if neces-
sary."A :very ‘heavy effort involving
! satellite photography and other; highly . : C letter “a white-
-sophisticated - - technology '\': was fo ate: jash.”? - official ‘said the
‘mounted. The-same concentration of 1 July Vance-Brown - statements’ contained
‘effort; if carried out on-a worldwide ted ‘théfe was no evide a0 pdrt truths which are commonplace in
asis for a .year, according:to ai i : < gize . public statements on’ controversml in-
formed official, would" cost about  $1! ' Soviet mi 1 in C telligence studie: o s
" billion, nearly: as muc ast.severa . added ) : (ugus e
.~ Department of Defer

Another result of the mtelhgence
,contmversy and compromlses of* July . .
was a series of leaks to members of -

. publlc atﬁen on,
essence by official spokesmen.

telligence drive’'paid off with a report-
that the Soviet brigade planned ma-
- neuvers ‘across, the island ‘near the
middle of the ‘month, Also in early

: Congress and. news’ organizations. On ary’ forees in' ‘Cupa.”. The: August, perhaps in response to” such
July 11, Sen.. Rie . . (D-Fla. : 2 Secretary ofiState findings, Carter directed,; thréugh
‘questioned. the ..Chi in Brzezmski and Turner, . that intelli-

gerice ‘on.. Soviet forces in ‘Cuba-be
stepped up to “highest priority.”

“er - IEiwas® ‘this : effort.-that /paid off.on
Aug 17, fn a fraction’ of a second and

about Soviet \forces:: in. .Ciiba, and -on
- July 15 he began a _series of public Stone. B

eharges “about *Soviet .military activi- ~~ These cautiously hedged s atements
“ties there. 'On July:20; ABC News re- did not define such terms as “sxgmﬁ-
‘ported that Soviet’ ‘combat. forces were cant” nor did they reveal that 8 crash & thé snap of a shutter hxgh above the‘
in Cuba. These reports attracted little . effort had been_mouﬂted at presiden- Cuban countryside. .
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- cfiziinations
‘ blacks and American Jews.,

RS By Martin Schram "
tharti Bl washhmton Post Staff Writer .
While satellite pictures of the So-

vxgt"brlgade in Cuba were being ana- -

‘in Washington, the president of -

therlfnited States was floating down

thejmississippi aboard the old paddle-

whetler, the Delta Queen.

-Innmy Carter didn’t need any more
ews. His U.N. ambassador, An-
~Young, had just resigned in a

‘ever Young's contacts with the -

Pa,lestimans That incident set off re-
‘between American

tobert Strauss, . Carter’s Mlddle
envoy, was in a jurisdictional dis-
& with ‘Cyrus R. Vance, the secre- .
t&y‘of state, and Zbigniew Brzezinskx,
» national security affairs adviser.
here was the continuing bad news
m the public:opinion- polls; | his' en-
¥ program and his SALT pact.were -

-e;nbettled in Congress; there was lin-
. géring ° fallout from . ‘the | Cabinet

shdlkeup. -
‘= Jbi was not until Aug. 23 that the
‘ﬁ_resident was informed about the bri-
sde in Cuba. That day he was /in .
annibal, Mo., where he remlnisced
. about the Mark Twin era, -«
.c!’.l‘he night  before,. press secretary
ﬂbdy Powell had explained. that the. -
Esident was on top of his job and,

t “it doesn’t mean a damn bit of
erence where the president is —

Th-the White House or on the banks of

ge-Mississipp oL '
w“m« any case, the report on the bri- ,
de re ed Carter as part of the
r intelligence briefing he recelved
m the CIA.
i & information 'was serit: to Ca.rter
'w mobile  communications ceniter
‘on' the Delta Queen. It was ‘a
% communications channel.’
er sent word back to Brzezinski
4shington ‘that all of the informa-
?on Soviet ground forces in Cuba

auld be assembled and that an in--
tgragency meeting should be- held at:

t.he “White House to discuss the mat-

nn

=r 'most a week later, that meeting

whes held. 'As a ‘senior administrator -
official recalls it, it was of no impor-.-

t&neehthat it took so long to pull to- .
gether the military, intelligence and .
dfpfdmatlc records and data.

“{ﬂm was something of signiﬂcant

som‘e time. It was just that now we
had tg‘address it dlplomatlcally »od
The group that met in the Situation
Room in the ‘basement of the White
House consisted of top-level officials
from the intelligence_community, the
State ‘and’ Defense ' departments and
jé"National Security Council.
1he offmials gathered around

<!

to us,” he said, “but it was

: tﬁe taf:le, had already beeen an Au-’

gust far more eventful than they had

" envisioned or wanted. Vance had been
forced .to interrupt his vacation at'

Martha’s Vinyard once before for a

quick 24-hour visit to Washington to,
. see. Strauss, Vice President Mondale, .

" and Brzezinski in a meeting that was

part show-and-tell and part showdown.

Now, on Aug. 28, was back again,
his vacation officially -over, and await- ,
ing him was the dlplomatic snarl over”

;the Soviet ballerina who. was sitting
“on’ an’ Aeroflot ‘airliner grounded at
. New York’s Kennedy airport, and the

undiplomatie snarl of. details in 'l’ime
__ magazine ;about the  infighting 'of
Strauss versus Vancé: vérsus' Bizezin-

. *ski, which ‘read like® Strauss and
‘Brzezinski vérus. Vance; which infuri- -
ated the secretary of state. |

For Vance, the Soviet brigade in
“"Cuba ‘was the issue of ﬂrst priority.

" The officials decided to press the mat-
tér through diplomatic channels.

On the afterncon of Aug. 29, Under-
secretary of State Dayid'D. Newsom .
_called Soviet Deputy Ambassador Via-
"!dillen Vasev’(Sovet lAmbassador Ana-
“tolly Dobrynin’ was ‘on home leave in
+“the Soviet Union.) Newsom told Vasev
that the. United States had.conclusive
“evidenée of the presence of:a Soviet
+ combat brigade in Cuba, and that, this

.;'was a matter of great concern to the
‘United .States. He :said. that Vance
would- want to ‘address the matter
with Dobrynin upon his return.

In conjunction with the Newsom- Va- .

{ ser meeting, officials at the U.S. diplo- &
matic interest sectivn in Havana were
directed to take the matter up simul-
:taneously with the Cuban foreign min-

.~18try, But it turned out’ that the U.S.

‘section - chief «in -Havana, Wayne 4

-Smith, was unable ‘to"obtain an ap- °

pointment with ‘the Cuban officials

Juntil Sept. 1.:By that time the pres- ;.

“ence of the brigade had: become pub- g

"li¢ knowledge.

i Carter .administration - officials lnl- !
tially had planned to postpone the dis-

 closure of the brigade, hoping to deal
with the matter first through quiet di-
plomacy. “There was never going to
be a way 'to hold it,” said one official, '
“only a questidn of whethér you could =
‘Hold it temporarily until you had a re-

8 cply from- the . Russians. If $0, you.
“would have: been ‘able-to go- to the
"public with some disturhing news but
some Russian reply.” . .-

But this wasnot to be.. . . '

On Aug. 27, the National Intelli-
*gence Daily, a classified U.S. govern-
ment document with a daily circula- -
tion to several hundred officials with
top security clearance—including the
" Senate and House Intelligence com-
mittees—carried” an account of the
confirmation -that the Soviet brigade

‘was operating in Cuba.

1 § o
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“On_Aug. 30,in the State Depart-
ment an-interagency meeting of un-
- dersecretaries and assistant secretar:
ies was held, to decide how:and when,
the' matter ‘should- be ‘made : public.
They decided that a few key members.
‘of Congress would be informed later:
that day.and i\tht the next day, State
Department spokesman ‘Hodding -Car-

~ ter. would announce, in a‘manner:that

" would convey ‘concern but-no sense of

. erigis or alarm, ;that the: presence of «
“-the; Soviet -brigade had “been ‘con-
% firmed - and: that .U.S.. .concern -had
been -expressed to the .Soviets, and,
that the ‘diplomatic negotiations: were
“proceeding. i Ut L

artment ~spokesman

" The State Dep r
.would handle it rather than the White
House press secretary ~because “the
Carter . officials agreed; this would
" help ‘keep the matter relatively low
key so that it ‘would not be:-viewed as

an issue’ of. crisis proportions. “The
idea was tg keep the president away

from it,” said one administration ‘offi-
cial. " .

But events’ moved fést'éf tl}éu’: did,

the administration. For on the same
“day that the officials were discussing
how o make the i formation public, a
representative o Aviation Week mag-
azine queried both the departments of
State ‘apd Defense about the confirma:

_tion that 'a  Soviet- brigade ‘was’ in *

:1:7 - By Mdehard l'umo-—'l‘lu Wﬂsﬁlnudé Post

i Cuba, “an, action, m&liéiﬁiﬂg’ that the "

publication had a detailed account’ of
the intelligence repott.” "~ 7 -© 7
;“That afterfoon, Undersecretary of
" -State Newsora began. contacting mem-:
- bers: of Congress. A
He:called -Sen. Richard* Stone.(D-:
Fla.); who' had- been -raising questions’
bout: the presence of a‘Soviet brigade
in'Cuba more than a month: ago...
-Stone, who was home in Tallahassee..
. at the'time, Tecalls that Newsom told -
- him: “We've:concluded our . gathering. |
“rof the’ intelligence inormation ;and
. s.we're ‘ready (to ‘tell ‘you’ what we've .

“learned.” " . £ E BRI
- But Stone says ne w014 rewsom. ot
fo bother. “I said, ‘Don’t tell melet’s .o
do it 'in person when I get back: to
washmgton.r RN o . 4
Newsom also telephoned Senate"
Foreign Relations Committee Chair- .}
man Frank Church (D-Idaho) and
ranking committee Republican Jacob
N.Y.); House Forelgn Affairs—:
Committee ' Chairman ‘Clement «'Za-"*
‘blocki ‘(D-Wis) and: ranking: Republi=iis
cari William Broomfield (Mich.), Sen- ¢
ate Majority Leader Robert,C. Byrd
®-w.' \Va) and Senate . Minority
Leader Howard - H. Baker Jr. “(B-
Tenn.). Pentagon officials’ contacted
Senate Armed Services -Committee
Chairman John Stennis (D-Miss.) and
ouse - Armed.. Services - Committee
hairman Melirip-"Pricé' (D-IL i




“'Of. all'the calls the ‘one to Church is

the ‘one that will be remembered—be-; :
cause "#t.was through’ Church that the -

* weorld: would first hear of the presence
of the Soviet brigade. . .~ .

Church earned ‘a reputatlon for be-,
ing a foreign policy liberal and & ‘dove

on Vietnam; and he 'has been finding "

out now that these liberal credentials
are.doing him no good in conservative
.Idaho, where he is expected to have a
difficult time winning reelex.tion next
year.

As Church recalls Newsams call,
“he ;said that he /wanted me to know,
that the existence of this brigadé had .
‘been’’confirmed: He "said he wanted:

‘me tp: know, hetore I read it-in the

newspapers within '24"t0 48" hours.”
.+Church : sayg he took this to mean
‘Newspm thought:it: ‘would be leaked to"
ithe press. And -that, he says, is one
ireasof ¢ why . he decided to tell: :the -
press: : .
“The' other reason, Church says, is :
that it was his_committee that issued
-the statement ‘in’ July, based on testi-
‘mony-from Secretary of Defense Ha-
‘ rold Brown, that there was no Soviet
buildup-in,Cuba, a statement that cer-
tainly. waslmisleadingnin;ret@spéct, i,
not.unture.;;

i
So.an. hour lat(;t Church called the -

sem'etary ‘of stite!’ He asked for some’
more: data’ 8vid “thetr he -'says he told
Vancé he’ intended to make the ‘infor-

mation . publié. “Church-’ says ‘Vance’s

.only Fesponse was: “I know you'll use

: s T
ble for our, own political . situation »
“said one senior Whlte House; official,
“If ‘he was gomg -to put a-statement
out he could have ‘been vl respon-

‘_ sible. The way he said it put: ipressure
~on other liberal angi ‘8 ;

" tors to match it.”

. President ‘Carter -was back’ ﬁ‘mn‘hxs,

rlverboat working vacation and of his
_way home to. Plains Ga,; fot, the La-
bor Day weekend;" unaware &t the

time that Church was taking oard of e

his foreign policy public relations for

. him. White House. officlals Say they

" had’not heard from either Vance or
Church what .the Idao senator was
- aboutto do.. T :
. Te next. moming, on Aug: 31 the .

- president dxscussed ‘the.matter by tel-
"ephone with Vance.,, The president de-
cided to try to.salvage the;low-keyed
approach and- said that \Vance. should
" handle thé matter- by issuing a.state-
_ment. Carter went for & walk through
*downtown Plains;; which’ consists of a
single row of ‘shops,. mostly devoted to
selling’ Jimmy, Carter : souvenirs and
. he repeatedly refused’to comment on
“questions about the Soviet brigade,
saying only that Vance would do the
i ‘talking back in- Washington :

_Despite
“president an h

e low-Key :efforts of the |
’advisers, the tone !
had been set. Several days later, :

Church was announcing that he was

. postponing the hearings on- SALT II

'S0 his committee could “deal immedi-

- ately” with the issue of the Soviet bri-

" your best’judgment in what you say.” - ‘gade. : . )

Church rounded up a few local re-
i porters and invited them to jeoin him
i. in the living room "of his .home in
, .Idaho. There he unloaded to the as--

. sembled Idaho reporters one of ‘the

aT's major foreign policy stories.
His words were- clearly hard line,
i He | ‘called for “the 'immediate. re-

" mévai ot all ‘Russian combat un.lts‘ N

from Cuba ”
Ehurch now bristles at’ suggestions

that he publicized. the information (he- ;
., fore the State’ Dcpartment spokesman -
political reasons. \t the troops were hot for offensive pur- :

i+ could) ‘for his own’ ]
.He his. séen those” cominents from
-Senate colleagues and he calls them
‘“cheap sho e
L .He .says: “I can’t:believe the presi

“deént intended to keep the maiter se- '

~erét. 1 made:it?; ;public. .bécause , . I -
. thought it best that the information
i come;from someoré in "a public re-
sponsibility, not, Just leaked by an
anonymous source” =’

.Meanwhile, back . at - ’the White
House presxdentlal advisers bristle at
the thought of what ‘Church dld They .
see him as having-set &' crisis tone to a
matter that deserved moderate and
" restrained handling.

“There.is not_the feeling here that
the way Church haved was exct.sa—

Some Senate llberals and snoderates 5

who supported the strategic arms lim-

_itation-pact joined with more conserv- i

ative SALT ‘critics, in saying. they !

doubted the pact would ‘be -approved :

was not'fesolved statisfactorily.

country ‘were “sounding ‘a: hard line.
“.The Wall Street Journal, in an edito-

" rial'headlined “Explodmg Cigar,” sug- ||

gested that perhaps the SO‘dets would
‘give the United States assurances that

“ Newspaper edltorials ; around the .

i the question of the Soviet brigade |

“poses by sewing medic patches on top i

. of the soldiers’ artillery insignia.

And the president, ‘back on_the job

"in ‘Washington; concluded: on Friday ;

"that his lowkey battle was lost and he
. had to speak out before, -as-one aide

- gaid,’ . “senators ° got 80" fax- out on a 4%

limb against SALT that they .couldn’t

' get back.”

On Friday afternoon, -the president

strode into .the press room of the
White House and, as television cam-

Lt

eras covered the event .Carter de.

clared: -

“This is a time for fxrm dlplomacy, -

not panic and not exaggeration.”
'I‘he presxdent had a pohtlcal proh




