
nges 
q.? !So the'B

oV
iets. haV

e troops 	
C

iiba, and 
the politicians are alarm

ed; and the: SA
L

T
, 

-,;pact's 'Im
periled; and '.w

ete , m
enaced pe-

:" :cause there they are 
only' 90: m

iles' aw
ay.. 

..+
,1

 

w
eek after L

abor 'D
al in W

ashington," 
probably even m

ore than in the 'rest of the 
'country m

arks "the real
' b

egin
n

in
g of th

e  
'year. ,C

ongress returns,,,Ihe political • 
season:  begins, the new

sroom
s are filled, once 

m
ore,-atid 'eV

erything points to a fresh• start, 
the, end of the '70s, the aP

proach of a new
 

decade w
ith all those new

 issues w
e're sup-

_
 ,  

posed to by pondering—
econom

ic. austerity 
and ; energy shortages, sim

ultaneously rising 
o

  inflation and unem
ploym

ent,. declining na-
tional productivity and increasing ineffect- .  
tialess of the'political system

. ' 	
') ' 

For a w
riter relium

iglhis PM
ge T

hree Perch' 
to:U

dine' after 'alm
ost a . year's absence and 

rettirning, as alw
ays, filled' w

ith, w
onder at 

the forw
ard-looking w

orkings of W
ashingM

n; 
com

forting to find so m
any things still 

fam
iliar 

F
or 10.. or alm

ost 20 years' now
, litt1P

. has 
changed:' our 

vigilan
t in

teligen
ce eip

erts 
peer at Secret' photos of the C

uban C
ountry,' 

-sid
e an

d
 on

ce again
 fin

d
 ten

ts an
d

 oth
er 

eq
u

ip
m

en
t in

 th
e 

open, • w
ith

 'troop
s on

 
in

an
eu

versan
n

eC
•n

o less-4n
d

 • R
u

ssian
s 

to:boot.: 	
, 

C
learlytheir - presence Podes a direct threat 

to th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, alters th

e b
alan

ce of 
p

ow
er in

 th
e C

arib
b

ean
 an

d
`b

rin
gs th

e 
M

onroe D
octrine into

, play... T
he huildU

p of  
these, him

 to th
ree thousand .troops has takenfr. 

place ; gradually. and clandestinely, L
ike the 

M
issiles of 'a-generation ago, they arrived 

i'llidditA
ti'the'isolds of shipi. Som

ething m
ust 

W
1)2 w

e, d
id

n
't *n

o* h
n

m
ed

iate ab
ou

t 
th

is ilev -d
a
n

g
er, 'r s ;  the ,m

ost profound 
im

plications:: A
n intelligence gap of frighten-

, .ing proportions exists, and som
ething, m

ust 
be done' about  that. 

c+
s 

W
hat becom

es new
s and w

hy rem
ains an 

- arcane subject.■ In
 th

e case of . n
ew

sab
ou

t 
,:,C

uba 
arcane. 
	 m

ajor :U
S. dom

estic: political im
- 

port, a , F
lorida . politician norm

ally begins 
sou

n
d

in
g th

p
 alarm

. S
O

, it w
as w

ith
 th

e 
m

issile
, criais

'.of l 
years ago, an

d
 so n

ow
 

w
ith

 th
e-w

h
et crisis. 

O
n T

uesday,',July 15, :Sen. R
ichard Stone, 

publely said. he had inform
ation that 

the Soviet T
„IniO

n.ha
d 
	placed w

hat he .:callett 
""com

bat-capable 'personnel?' inside C
uba. H

e 
dem

anded that the C
arter adm

inistration'tell 
the nation w

hat it knew
 about R

ussian troops 
there. If Stone's 'new

s m
ade the paP

ers, in- 
' elu

d
in

g T
h

e P
oit; 'I, can

t fin
d

 	
T

hat w
as 

the day of the C
abinet resignations, com

ing 
right after C

atter's"m
m

alaise of "the' 
the spirit" • 

n
.
 

speech, and those events dom
inated the head. 

T
he. next F

riday night
. 
 A

B
C

 N
ew

s broad-
- cast ', national T

V
 reporti hi P

rim
e tim

e say 
 ing a brigade of Seviet troops, possibly num

-
bering 

 
 6,000, m

en, had been m
oved into C

uba 
w

ithin, recent w
eeks. Saturday m

orning, in 
a threeinci A

ssociated P
res(' story printed 

at the:bottom
 of page A

6, T
he, post first re-

parted that new
i render a headline reading: 

N
etw

ork Says Soviets 
Sent B

rigade to :C
uba 

,O
ne w

eek liter, in another Saturday P
age 

SL
t .story, 

T
h

e P
ost referreil to S

ton
e's 

charges, but you had to look h
ard

 to fin
d

 
 

, the reference, w
hich cam

e' in.a story about 
F

idel C
astio'S view

s on the heir -regim
e in 

N
icarigtia.,T

he 21st paragraph 'read: "M
ean-

w
hile, Sen. R

ichard Stone (D
-Fla.) character-

' ized
 a

s a' 'w
hitew

ash' aft' assertion by Sec- 
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retary of State Cyrus R. Vance.that 'there is 
no evidence t  of any substantial increase of 
the 'Soviet:military presence in Cuba over 
the past several years or'of the presence of 
Soviet oaten,  base.'" 

There the story rested as Carter went off 
on his voyage down the • Missititd, as the 
newsrooms emptied, as the pace of Washing 

, ton in the:summer sloWeck And then, 10 and 
beheld, ,juit as the Labor Day weekend be-
gin bringing life and • the politicians back to 
the Capital, and just as a~ widely publicized 
conference of nonaligned,  nations was con- 
irening in Cuba, the story bloomed On page , 

''oite'Of the Post under a headlpe: 

- 2 	2,300.Pdan 	• 
Soviet Unit 
Now in Cuba 

The source for this story wasn't. the relit- . tively unknown Stone a Florida, but Frank ,  
Church; chairman of the Senate i:Foreign 
Relations Committee, that old liberal-leaning 
softie who went to Cuba and conferred with/ 
Castro two years ago, who investigated CIA 
assassination plots against Castro and de-

, notinced them, who for years has been an 
advocate of easing Cold War tensions. Frank 
Church; who is up for reelection, had been 
home to Idaho, where they don't brook 
commies. 

. 	. 
..7..t"The :United :,States' • Cannot kperinit ithe • . 
Island 
miles frOik Ontr:shOres,"..ChniCliiald-sterk 

'' .'• dw 

For the -last generation4the-Seilet7YeIfte::,  
has supplied Cuba :with Half>,of'its limpQ} 
and *early, all of its sophisticated weapont . 
to back up' an armed fOree of aboutte0010tit  
including'reserves.,' 

All this time Cuba histbeen 
and all the :dine ,Soviet military persOnneli,  
and hardware-.-Lionfetintei'"Offensive,'' 

. "defensive," 'subuitirines and .MIO fighter*rt 
heir& beeill'itriiiilSated.:  int. and SitOind 
During all this 'Mlle.:the United States .hasq. 
had more *tinted forces.labout 2s500) ,inside 
Cuba than.- the^ Russians,' hav,e' had. Theytue..4: 
it Guantanamo; our PriCe,lor4guaranteeirte.: 
Cuban independene back,in 4898: 

But that ' was'- not the mews.. this week 
Washington...It was back `tO".the Cold 
As a..relic,WhOi survived' those days; I 'toostd, 
the rhetoric familiat-4.he ;threat :the, 
licence failure,' the Coinninnist springboitd-t 
for rebelliciii. Rut • sonithing' Was mitSingi;L,r.  
Then I switChed -on the :Tv 'let to hear 
presidential hopeful' Sen.HOward H. Balrjsk,?t.,  
Jr. ofTeateasee. Speaking 
Soviet threat. If we don't• do, something',.4uri.fri., 
said, -we're" lit ding& 	tieOo'miht a,palm 

!•';' ::. 	• 	1 7 

;,.Made me feel right. at honie. 

sc.  


