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Jim Lesar 4/6/94
918 F St., W #509
quhine:‘ton, DC 20004

Dear Jim,

Not lons ago you told me I should read ”on si's book, which I'd been ignoring, along
with many others I regard as time-wasters. I asked you why and you gave me no real an—
swer, just indicating that it had infomation in it tlrat I should know. When you said
that aftr I'd indicated ny opinion of him and his work Iassumed that you saw something
roally worthwhile in it. So, ¥ mot it and read it, not skipving until toward the end.
Having finishe: it, I'm not all that sorry and I'm not complaining about your referring
ne to a book that is very bad in almost ail vwayse I've done some annotating on it.

The one way in which i% is not as bad as it could be tells me nothing new, that
the @ HSCA was terrible. However, ;U: might be of some use tc the people for them to
lnoy that. Fonzi fell far ashoﬁ and he is dope cnough not to perceive what was ham vening
at the hearings, which werc aimed at debumking all the criticiemd &11except ming. BlaLey
never mentioned me in any of his nar-ations.

Those incompotents never did look into the assassination itself and Fonzi, for all
his demands, from his own-ccount made no such recommendation of demand. Not even after
it was all over, iu lis book. The roason is simple: he did not believe that was the way
to investigate the assassin&tion. Like all you (foung fogies, he actually believed he had
solved it with his Vecimna diversioneomd AVeliven “’d“

All of you, tov, have childish notions about intelligence agencies, like coming from
novels, What was from the first obvious in the Vefiana atory is so gross a violation of
what I tidnk is called tradecraft that no intelligence agent of any kind would permit
it, leave alons arvange it. He would ncver bring two of his pcople together, least of all
in daylight and in a place where many f{ﬁople co;\ild see ite. Philips would ncver have done
that or anything lilre it.

~ Horeover, Fonzi et al merely présuned that Veciana worked for the CIA. There is no
proof of that and no indication any’real effort was made to learn.

Well, he didn'te I'm surprisced ‘that Yoch did not remember that because I told him and
he reminded me of pit. I camot find what * believe was my f&:rst reford of it but my file
does hold a copy of a letter I believe was to a Post reporter referring to the actuality,
I'11 enclose it. I'll explain how I learned, ,

Lil and I had a dear friend, E?;[;'nie ﬂerger, who in that days had the only bookstore
in Frederick, dike me, Ernie was a trensplanted Philaclelplnan, a w jazz (taditional)

buff lilke me and unlike me, an edcellent plam.sté. I think he'd first come here with
a band during the goat Depression, He = ﬁyed, mnrra.ed a local woman vho died young, re~

married, and wh \n s two sonfzs by tho first marriege was working on a thesis, doctoral v
Yiadison, Emle;;y asked me if I could help that son, Henry,
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First L sugrested to hlenry that he reformulate his topic. It was on the United
States union movement and foreipn policy, I've forgotten the exact formulation. T
suggested the labor movement as part of US £ oreign policy. # e like that. I was able to
open some doors in Washington to him. One .as.at the AFI~CIO, right up c}(;t the top. 4s -
a result Henry had access to all he vanted from the records of their Imternational
Unlons. It was starf/:_ﬁd in o}gg?fsa.tlon to an international
grouping in Burope was was to the lel't of center ;—II"‘T:T/ rown handled Europe and
ifrica. (Aside: once when L was trying to get fertile egus of a famous French chicken,
Rp poulct;! de Bresse, Broun wgs going to scnd them in the diplomatic punch' ) Serafino
ROllmfl.ldi hatled the western hemisphere, Romaldl and L had met vo:.(“ally several times,

at the home of our fr:.ends who wer: hig fr:.ends.

; - » 3 ’
Yénfederation oi Free trade

The ICFTU worked with the CIA, very closely, but was not part of it. Forezample,
they led the overthrow of the freely elected Guyaria government of Cheddi. Jagan. I think
they vere less than happy in $h. end because their Forbes Burnham turned the Jagan vay
on them last I remember,

Veciana Worked for the ICFTU, Hot the CIA itself as of the only l’aowledge I have.

T learfed thot mnch earlier than the enclosed recorJ of 1970. Henry ¥ erger had his
doctorate ﬁnd vas tcaching at Vermont, Burlington, the early winter of 1966 when he had
e got there to speak. He then m.tc,hed to Uashlngton, St Lou:Ls vhere as of my last
knouledge he still was, He worked in the ﬂmhaldl rﬁleu in the early 1960s,

&s ycu can}}ee, my typine was not always this terridle? I then had ny old upricht
and could face it when typing,

I'11 ask Iloch if he can rctrieve the short memo I wrote him some years hefore this one.

I'm not roing to take the time for all the many criticisms I can make of Ponzi's

_,‘E oolishness, liel treatins third-hand hearsay and the sgiven word in his writing,over

and over acain. I never soucht to have anything to do with him after he and that poli-
lSral dod g?&%éa decided that ('onall,f could not have been hit before Z frane 292
and Selandria insisted on donu.nating the first 5 1 / 2 hours of a 4 hour talk show I had,
with that stupidity. (Vince used to keep Garrison enthralled holding forth on how the ‘
JFK assassination is like Trotsky's. It was becaise he could do that that + had him with
me so I could break up the horror Garrison planned to coumemorate the fifth anniversary,
one part of which would have been to charge Robert Lee Perrin as a Grassy “noll assassin-
one of the shooteroywhen ¥ Perrin had lcx.lled.lumself the year before.3t It worked but
you wont see this In Garrison's book! It has poor Boxley the villain,)

There is one thing that Fonzi was too dopey, too grossly ignorant, too deeply mired
in his Veciana nonsense to be xpn %3 able to under.tand its importance- IF TRUE, I enclose
his gage 360; "Ted) Shacklely said if he had known’wh.t (JF) Kennedy meant by 'hard intel—
ligence' he would have gotbten him a U=2 photograph (ox the missiles) much earlier "

N
Ll Jes from another source tiis he could have done, but the official story is that
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a long-las tJ.n; cloud cover prevented any U=2 filming-or Buba until the (.IA gave JTK
tlloMm used in that famous speech ammouncing their disclovery and what we's do.

'I'he s:.gmf1cm1ﬂ/should be apparent: they had the proof and delayed it to bring us
to the brink of a holocaust. And all the interviening time Senator Keating,/et al were
beating the war drums with vigor. '

Nenry, for some reason I suspect hnd to do with his career, refused several offers
to publish his thesis as a b:<:>k. L father could not understand it. I remember clearly
vho did me the favor of opening those files to Henry but see no point in using the
name, Lt uas in 1"ea.t’{y‘s office, is I remember the name of the AFL/CI® president
correctlilf irst namo.’,ueorge. I think I remember who the John on the Post was. He got fired

during a labot dispute.

And if he forwarded my letter to Dan Kurzman, Dan never answered. The Post fired b
him when he wau 1;0 ﬁ do its u‘l:ory dn VWhitewash, I think it was over sumethin:: he'd

uritten about the Dmm.n:.can Republic. I think they gave him a good severance and he
started writing books. Yine follow, -

If as I believe is not possible the assassination itself is ever solved, it will
not be the likes of any who have written these books of theories they regard as fact
and treat that way,.

And an enormous amount of harm, éontinuns to be done by them. The confuse the people
even more and turn all sXMEr= in a position to perhaps get 1ntcreste%'of'f They cover
the official asses as officidom cannot do for itself, And t—yé given the media its
justification for what canmot be justified.

90 you realize that in Fonzi's book he never once makes any mention of the fact
of the: ssasmnat.u.on” He is indifferent %o :Lt,/ would be Hercule Poirrot/ Perry/,’{ason/
Sherlock Holmes he imagines himself to be. " .

It is all so stupid, so sick, so ego-—centered, 80 self;)défeqting and so hurtful
to truth and to the country. 4nd, noturally, that crap afvays finds a pub)w‘.a;her homes

I am amdous to get the Conyer h arings and to be told the name of the one Posner
interrupted,

Do you know Anna Harie ¥ 01d Fogie

fuhns Walko? She sent Gary

Aguilar some fine stuff from the disclosed

1ISCGA records and he gnve me copiese I'd like to thank her and ask her if che gets more
like it to please send me copies. Is she by chance married to a man /{b Andrews? 4 women
{¥ho i= phomed me shortly after the nevw stuff wa: opened, I was to hear from her ag:a;.n
but haven't.,



¥,

o 6/19/70
" Deor dohn, : o

If eny ~T tniz is ‘unclear t:;if:jou shen * glve 1t to you tonlght, sok for
explenations, I think 1t botier mnt to tell you'why or in what esntext, the
ressons including getting ea untninted responsa,

. Ploose osi Den Xurzmen who his files o notes may show and what his
S33,’h::.'o_,:czzall.a<ﬂ;.t<ms may hold on: : -

‘ Gonznlez, Reynold and wmrious othor srellings spproximatirg this),

,; former Menolo Ray - MHP sssoclete, captured by Castro, former Juben trade-

‘= wlon lesder, vwhowe arrest was protested by Intarnational Confederation of

! Free Trade Unions (from Brussels, 10/24/61). They spelled it "helnol", e wus

= sllegedly anti-Batiste, had been with Dank Workers! Usione Peul Bethel (who
epells 11 "Reynnl” zaye be was tortured mmd forced to talk.

fntdnin Veclana, orgunlzer Alpha 66, former Cuben Treasury official.

Plnates sgetnat Gastre idnueudotely following Bay «igd, espe for ha‘lence
of 1981, Reul Rosm salkad of guch plots a¥ U, including ona agalnet Raul Caatro.

ISFTU-CIA eotnections, if ony.

lpvalyement of lrving Brown sond Serephino Nomusldl in such sctivitles.

Ho may have thin in hie Jey Lovestone metarisl. L'd be inteveatad in kuowing if

he thinka this reporting hel enpildng tu do -with Bie lsoving “bshington (Deu's,
- thot ie, Pomurld! is dead). ‘ o ; o -

Menase alao toll Jon thet 1€ be'ie rvar down thls way, 1'd like io see

him apein, e mey then ba interceted 4r "ot i beldnd ildc foguir. end 1 wmey

than be nble te tell him. '

And pive him my thonke nn? beet =iphos.
‘Bincersly.

Tauleao coples dlstrlbuted., The other anurca iz Henry Borger, Deportment of

iilstory, ¥ashington Univ., St. loul e, iis intorviswed Fomusldi end mony others
and can spell out the connections that interest you. e 1s also very busy anl

hng been henvily preoccupled a-lvaging stulonts from the suthoritios, in addltion
to his mujor rrenccupations.
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360 / THE LAST INVESTIGATION

At the time of the interview with Shackley, Blakey had not yet .

worked out the agreement with Admiral Turner, so Shackley wasn't

_under any compulsion to answer our questions at all—much less
truthfully. And Shackley took full advantage of that fact. He was
coldly cooperative but not very helpful. A tall, trim man with horn-
rimmed glasses, a wide forehead and the pallor of a scholar, Shack-
ley’s Teutonic bearing braced an impenetrable wall of restraint. He
answered every question without claboration. He also lied when he
thought he had to.

Shackley gave us the Agency’s historic line of half truths about
the role of the CIA’s JM/WAVE station. In its initial phase, he said,
its mission was to provide an intelligence assessment of what could
be done about ‘‘the Cuban problem.”” Its primary concern, therefore,
was organizing its intelligence collection capabilities, such as trying to
recruit or place spies into Cuba and debriefing newly arrived exiles.
However, said Shackley, JM/WAVE also gave what he called ‘‘general
assistance’’ to Cuban exile groups which could infiltrate into Cuba so
they could collect information and implant intelligence-gathering com-
munications equipment.

" v Shackley almost let slip a note of personal bitterness when he

K ,Mﬁ\u. spoke of President Kennedy’s ignoring the Agency’s warnings that

‘ )‘[\{B'_‘,-,lb Russia was increasing its military presence in Cuba. Kennedy refused
i /\(:‘ '\l\.-i"(_\‘ to take the Agency’s word, saying he needed ‘‘hard intelligence.” His
{ {l' . W station knew, Shackley said, that there were missiles in Cuba long
before the policymakers would accept that reality. He said Kennedy
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announced that fact only after receiving a U-2 aerial photograph of
the missiles. An edge of cynicism in his tone, Shackley said if he had
known what Kennedy meant by “hard intelligence’’_he would have
gg;t_gp/hima_ll:lphotograph much earlier.

" With the build up of the Russian presence and the tightening of

Q\V!}?M‘E security, Shackley recalled, the JM/WAVE station was forced to
SR

support the intelligence gathering groups’ infiltration into Cuba and

\\!)i‘%g their implantation of communications equipment by paramilitary
47 Sy\  means. However, Shackley claimed, the station did not support or
) @})’“ supervise any anti:Ca;tro operation wpic;h_ h?d onlya military mission

. ,5‘\”\ in going to Cuba. TV “.MW\'J& wh e\ (]M“ f

™ y"{\’\ " Iblinked in disbelief. Shackley kept a straight face.

&T s;‘)\\ Blakey asked Shackley about the Miami station’s response to the

‘J\M\' Kennedy assassination. Shackley said he never handled any follow-up

\,\; LY, on the Oswald investigation because it was in the hands of the FBI.
: N\ }(Besides, he added, the Agency at the time had not penetrated Castro’s
j N] . intelligence service and couldn’t pursue the possibility of Castro’s
gb " involvement.

Given that, Shackley said he couldn’t adequately respond to any
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other questions about the Kennedy
nothing more.
I blinked. Shackley kept a straigl

What I remember most about that e1
tine chief was the aura of absolute cc
exuded, despite the fact he was a few
of who was really in charge of the Ag
reached that working agreement wi
self, the titular boss of the CIA.
complete access to Agency files and
researchers would come back from'1
stonewalled by lower level function
had become expert at deciphering t!
documents pointing to other relevan
produced as part of the ‘‘complete’
they? Well, said the Agency’s bure:
perhaps misfiled. Or perchance the
But, as we later learned when we dis
Oswald’s 201 file, information was t
we knew at the time was that we v
display of ultimate control and the
After all, what the hell difference di
Turner had signed an agreement? H
an outsider, the temporary leader o
priorities.

Examples abound and one cam
When investigative reporter Peter
[Random House, 1986], a book abot
Turner what action he had taken
Clines. Although he lacked hard ey
the time, Turner said, he was det
removed from the Washington scer
*‘small Caribbean nation.’’ Maas asl
fzouldn’t tell him, it was classified.
inside Agency source and told him
*Oh, right,” the source said, *‘it v
went.”’ Never went? Maas was sho
had been removed as head of the ¢
l?ut he ended up in an equally seansit
liaison. And Turner still didn’t know
how the ‘Company’ could run rings
part of the club. . . .”

By the time Kevin‘Mulcahy cal



