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Dear Jim, 2/20/78

Attached to the Clmrence Kelley 10/27/77 letter to me is a State cable #247,
£ 10/27/65, "Subject: Mark Lane's Forthcoming Book on the Warren Commission."

The first paragraph says the book "is scheduled for publication in England
during NHovember 1965."

Whether or not it was so scheduled it did not happen.

The (mis)information is attributed to "A confidential source .ithin the government"
of the U.S.

For a book to appeaer a month after announcement of its publication generally means
it has alroady been manufactured.

If a publisher were departing from the norm and were rushing s controversial book
he would not keep the publication secret. Rather would be publicize it all he could,

There are other reaesons why 1 tend to believe this was just bad information, not
that the book was scheduled for publication and the publishe# backed out. Besides, Lana'
own mecount in Citizen's Dissent does not, to the best of my recollection, fndicate”
that this 11/65 publication had been scheduled.

Now it happens that at that time the seme bad MGmﬁﬁh roached another Pritish

publicher, “eslie Frewin, while he was drafting a contract for Whitewash. His was a typical

reaction: the first bock would ercam the market and he did not contract WW. He wrate
and explained it all to me. If not for this Whitewash vwould have appearsd in Engl:nd
then.

I'm fascinated at the coincidence, if coincidence 1t is.

Hore so because earlier a larger British publisher, “ollins, had decided to do
WW but was discouraged by John Sparrow, who reportedly has long intelligence connections,

You may want to keep this "coincidence" in mind,
Bad information on Lane's book just in time to kill mins.

Best,
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CNPEEID STATES DEPARTMENT GEF JESTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, 1L, 20030

October 27, 1977

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Route 12
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

Reference is made to your Freedom of Information-
Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request directed to the Central
Intelligencé Agency (CIA).

By letter dated March 16, 1977, the CIA forwarded
231 State Department documents to that agency for review and
direct response to you. Of those 231 documents, one
document was identified by the FOIPA unit of the State
Department to contain information which originated with the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. This document was forwarded
to the FBI, by letter dated September 15, 1977, for review
and direct response to you.

The document, numbered 216 by State Department,
is being released to you at this time without excisions.
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Sincerely yours, * .
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Clarence M. Kelley
Director

Enclosure
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