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 F
or over 20 years, 

th
e Ju

stice D
ep

t. h
as b

een
 w

in
k
in

g
 at 

crim
es com

m
itted by em

ployees of the 
C

en
tral In

tellig
en

ce A
g
en

cy
. E

v
en

 
serious crim

es and felonies unrelated to 
official duties have been ignored. 

T
his is the conclusion of a still secret 

re
p
o
rt c

o
m

p
ile

d
 b

y
 th

e
 H

o
u
s
e
 

G
overnm

ent Inform
ation and Individual 

R
ights subcom

m
ittee. T

he congressional 
in

v
estig

ato
rs w

ere so
 sh

o
ck

ed
 b

y
 th

e 
Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
t.'s le

n
ie

n
c
y
 th

a
t th

e
y
 

recom
m

ended a "S
pecial P

rosecutor be 
appointed to prosecute illegal activities 
of intelligence agency personnel." 

A
n independent prosecutor is needed, 

th
e rep

o
rt b

lu
n
tly

 states, b
ecau

se th
e 

Justice D
ept. has failed to m

ove even in 
instances w

here there w
ere "w

idespread 
ad

m
issio

n
s" o

f crim
in

al activ
ity

 an
d
 

"th
e
 ille

g
a
litie

s b
y
 th

e
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 

p
erso

n
n
el (w

ere) u
n
related

 to
 th

eir jo
b
 

activ
ities." 

"T
he Justice D

epartm
ent has assisted 

in
 settin

g
 th

e C
IA

 ab
o
v
e th

e law
," th

e 
report continues, "by allow

ing the C
IA

 to 
d
e
c
id

e
 w

h
ic

h
 c

a
se

s w
o
u
ld

 b
e
 to

o
 

sensitive to prosecute, and by allow
ing 

th
e
 C

IA
 to

 w
ith

h
o
ld

 w
h
a
te

v
e
r 

inform
ation it sees fit ..." 

T
he Justice D

ept.'s softness on the C
IA

 
d
ates fro

m
 a 1

9
5
4
 ag

reem
en

t b
etw

een
 

the tw
o agencies w

hich, in effect, gave 
the C

IA
 the right to block a prosecution 

o
r k

eep
 a crim

e secret in
 th

e n
am

e o
f 

"n
atio

n
al secu

rity
." 

A
 y

ear later, C
o
n
g
ress p

assed
 a law

 
requiring governm

ent agency heads to 
rep

o
rt th

e illeg
al activ

ities o
f th

eir 
em

ployees to the Justice D
ept. T

he C
IA

, 
how

ever, has rarely com
plied. 

"G
iven the C

IA
's self interest," states 

th
e
 c

o
n
g
re

ssio
n
a
l re

p
o
rt, "it is n

o
t 

surprising that the C
IA

 chose to perm
it 

the prosecution of but very few
 cases and 

fo
u
n
d
 m

u
ch

 o
f its (illeg

alities) to
o
 

sensitive to reveal." 
B

etw
een 1954 and 1974, according to 

C
IA

 files obtained by the subcom
m

ittee, 
th

ere w
ere at least 3

1
 cases involving 

p
o
ssib

le fed
eral crim

es co
m

m
itted

 b
y
 

C
IA

 personnel. N
one of these incidents 

involved acts authorized by the C
IA

 and 
n
o
n
e w

ere related
 to

 o
fficial d

u
ties. 1

 
C

rim
es that m

ay have been com
m

itted 
w

h
ile ex

ecu
tin

g
 o

fficially
 san

ctio
n
ed

 
activities such as w

iretaps and break-ins  

w
ere excluded from

 the statistics. 
T

h
e
 c

rim
e
s in

c
lu

d
e
d
. n

a
rc

o
tic

s 
sm

u
g
g
lin

g
, em

b
ezzlem

en
t, th

eft o
f 

governm
ent funds, im

personation of a 
m

ilita
ry

 o
ffic

e
r, e

sp
io

n
a
g
e
 a

n
d
 

black-m
arketing. 

O
f the 31 possible crim

es, only 14 w
ere 

referred to Justice by the C
IA

 and only 
tw

o
 ag

en
cy

 em
p
lo

y
ees w

ere actu
ally

 
brought to trial. S

om
e of the cases called 

to the attention of the Justice D
ept. w

ere 
la

te
r d

ro
p
p
e
d
 a

t th
e
 C

IA
's u

rg
in

g
, 

ostensibly because sensitive inform
ation 

w
o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 to

 b
e
 re

v
e
a
le

d
 d

u
rin

g
 

discovery or trial. 
In

 o
n
e g

larin
g
 ex

am
p
le, th

e Ju
stice 

D
ept. w

as forced to drop a case against 
an alleged opium

 sm
uggler because of 

the C
IA

's steadfast refusal to cooperate. 
P

u
tta

p
o
rn

 K
h
ra

m
k
h
ru

a
n
, a

 C
IA

 
operative from

 T
hailand, w

as indicted in 
1973 for illegally im

porting 25 kilos of 
raw

 o
p
iu

m
 in

to
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates. A

t 
first, th

e
 C

IA
's a

sso
c
ia

te
 g

e
n
e
ra

l 
counsel, John K

. G
reaney, prom

ised he 
w

o
u
ld

 co
o
p
erate fu

lly
 w

ith
 th

e U
.S

,  

attorney w
ho w

as prosecuting the case. 
W

h
en

 it cam
e tim

e to
 release C

IA
 

docum
ents, how

ever, G
reaney executed 

an abrupt about-face and even refused to 
allow

 a federal judge to exam
ine them

. 
T

h
e U

 S
. atto

rn
ey

 ap
p
ealed

 to
 th

e 
Ju

stice D
ep

t. fo
r an

 o
rd

er th
at w

o
u
ld

 
force the C

IA
 to cough up the docum

ents. 
W

ith
o
u
t ev

en
 ask

in
g
 fo

r a cu
rso

ry
 

exam
ination of the papers in question. 

Justice backed the C
IA

. 
In

 la
te

r te
stim

o
n
y
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 

congressional subcom
m

ittee, G
reaney 

explained that he had changed his m
ind 

ab
o
u
t co

o
p
eratin

g
 in

 th
e p

ro
secu

tio
n
 

because it w
ould em

barrass the C
IA

 if 
one of its operatives w

ere found guilty of 
sm

u
g
g
lin

g
 o

p
iu

m
. F

u
rth

e
rm

o
re

, 
he claim

ed, exposure, of the docum
ents 

w
ould reveal som

e of the C
IA

's sources 
and m

ethods of operation in S
outheast 

A
sia. 
"T

he behavior of C
IA

 officials in this 
case," co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
e co

n
g
ressio

n
al 

in
v
estig

ato
rs, "in

d
icates th

at th
ey

 still 
b
e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t th

e
 a

g
e
n
c
y
 a

n
d
 its 

a 

B
Y

 JA
C

K
 A

N
D

E
R

SO
N

 
W

ith L
es W

hitten 

em
ployees are above the crim

inal law
 .. 

. A
dditionally, this case illustrates that 

th
e C

IA
 in

terp
rets 'n

atio
n
al secu

rity
' 

w
ith undue breadth ... R

isking political 
em

b
arrassm

en
t o

f th
e C

IA
 is n

o
t an

d
 

should not be deem
ed synonym

ous w
ith 

risk
in

g
 th

e
 se

c
u
rity

 o
f th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
tates." 
F

or its part, the Justice D
ept. had been 

"p
u
zzlin

g
ly

 n
eg

lectfu
l an

d
 in

ep
t" an

d
 

m
ay "have assisted in a cover-up of C

IA
 

participation in S
outheastern A

sian drug 
traffic." 

F
ootnote: C

ongressional investigators 
fo

r th
e
 su

b
c
o
m

m
itte

e
 re

fu
se

d
 to

 
com

m
ent on the grounds that the report 

is 
still co

n
fid

en
tial. A

 Ju
stice D

ep
t. 

s
p
o
k
e
s
m

a
n
 s

a
id

 o
n
ly

 th
a
t h

is
 

d
e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t w

a
s o

p
p
o
se

d
 to

 th
e
 

ap
p
o
in

tm
en

t o
f a sp

ecial p
ro

secu
to

r 
solely for the purpose of prosecuting the 
illegal activities of C

IA
 operatives. A

 
spokesm

an for the C
IA

 said the agency 
h
a
d
 n

o
t y

e
t se

e
n
 th

e
 re

p
o
rt a

n
d
. 

therefore, could not com
m

ent. 
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