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TH
E W

A
SH

IN
G

TO
N

 PO
ST 

C
IA

 to R
etain R

ight to U
se Journalistic C

over 
B

y W
alter Pincus 

W
ashm

etal P
am

 Staff A
m

er 

C
IA

 D
irecto

r Jo
h
n
 M

. D
eu

tch
 

told a forum
 of high school students 

y
esterd

ay
 th

at th
e ag

en
cy

 m
ain

-
tained the right to use U

.S
. journal-

ists or their organizations as cover 
for intelligence activities but only 
under restrictive regulations pub-
lished 19 years ago. 

A
sked by a student if it is "neces-

sary
 fo

r C
IA

 ag
en

ts to
 p

o
se as 

m
em

bers of the press," D
eutch re-

p
lied

: W
e h

av
e a p

o
licy

 o
n

 th
at. 

. .. W
e certain

ly
 w

o
u

ld
n

't d
o

 th
at 

ex
cep

t u
n
d
er th

e cu
rren

t p
o
licy

, 
w

h
ich

 h
as b

een
 p

resen
t fo

r so
m

e 
num

ber of decades." 
D

eutch did not specifically com
-

m
ent on a report in F

riday's W
ash-

ington P
ost—

attributed to an intel-
lig

en
ce o

fficial w
h
o
 sp

o
k
e o

n
 

condition of anonym
ity—

that the 
C

IA
 has on "extraordinarily rare" 

occasions w
aived the 1977 ban and 

used A
m

erican journalists as cover 
since the regulations w

ent into ef-
fect. 

A
nother intelligence source said 

yesterday that no w
aivers had been 

approved since D
eutch becam

e di-
rector in M

ay 1995. 
D

isclosure that the C
IA

's ban on 
recruiting U

.S
. journalists or using 

A
m

erican
 n

ew
s o

rg
an

izatio
n

s as 
cover could be w

aived under a lit-
tle-publicized regulation has sur- 

prised m
any journalists and form

er 
governm

ent and intelligence offi-
cials. 

It also undercut a recom
m

enda-
tion m

ade earlier this w
eek by an 

in
d
ep

en
d
en

t b
lu

e-rib
b
o
n
 p

an
el 

sponsored by the C
ouncil on F

or-
eign R

elations. 
T

he group, w
hich w

as unaw
are 

the ban on using 'journalistic cover" 
could be lifted by the director in ex-
traordinary circum

stances, called 
fo

r "a fresh
 lo

o
k

" at w
h

eth
er th

e 
C

IA
 should ease the ban on use of 

journalistic and other non-official 
co

v
ers fo

r clan
d
estin

e activ
ities 

overseas. 
L

eslie H
. G

elb, president of the 
council and a m

em
ber of the panel, 

y
esterd

ay
 to

o
k

 issu
e w

ith
 th

e 
group's recom

m
endation and w

ith 
current C

IA
 policy. 

A
 form

er governm
ent official as 

w
ell as one-tim

e correspondent and 
colum

nist for the N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es, 

G
elb said, "I w

as and am
 flatly op-

posed to using A
m

erican journalists 
as spies and A

m
erican spies as jour-

nalists." H
e m

ade clear the panel's 
view

s w
ere not those of the entire 

council, an exclusive, nonpartisan 
organization w

hose m
em

bers in-
clude m

any journalists. 
M

iam
i H

erald E
ditor Jim

 H
am

p-
ton said the council panel's propos-
al, if adopted, w

ould be "one of the 
m

o
st stu

p
id

, d
an

g
ero

u
s an

d
 self-

d
efeatin

g
 ch

an
g
es in

 U
.S

. p
o
licy

  

th
at I'v

e seen
 in

 m
y

 3
6

 y
ears in

 
journalism

." T
he B

oston G
lobe edi-

torialized that the proposal falls into 
"the annals of truly bad ideas.' 

R
ep. L

arry C
om

best (R
-T

ex.), 
chairm

an of the H
ouse intelligence 

co
m

m
ittee, said

 y
esterd

ay
 u

sin
g
 

journalistic cover for C
IA

 activities 
"w

ould not be good standard prac-
tice." 

B
ut he added in an interview

 that 
the agency should be able to look at 
"a range of sources" in unusual situa-
tions and turn to journalists if neces-
sary. 

T
here "needs to be total under-

stan
d
in

g
 w

ith
 th

e in
d
iv

id
u
als in

-
volved and their bosses so that if 
som

ething w
ent w

rong they w
ould 

not say it w
as done unw

ittingly," he 
said. 

C
om

best added, "I honestly be-
lieve there are a num

ber of responsi-
ble new

s organizations that w
ould be 

w
illing to discuss such a possibility" 

if it w
ere the only w

ay a sensitive, 
im

portant operation could be done. 
C

harles B
attaglia, staff director of 

the S
enate intelligence com

m
ittee, 

said the panel considers questions 
about non-official cover to be "a 
great problem

" and expects m
em

-
bers w

ill w
ant to take "a hard look at 

w
hat extraordinary circum

stances 
led to the use of journalistic cover." 

D
eutch said use of U

.S
. reporters  

or journalistic cover by the C
IA

 w
as 

not "the central question" w
hen it 

cam
e to clandestine intelligence ac-

tivities abroad. T
hat idea w

as ech-
oed by B

rent S
cow

croft, a m
em

ber 
of the council panel and national se-
curity adviser to P

residents G
erald 

R
. Ford and G

eorge B
ush. 

"T
here is a central question here 

an
d
 it is n

o
t ab

o
u
t th

e p
ress. It's 

about how
 w

e do this job (of hum
an 

intelligence]," S
cow

croft said in an 
interview

. 
"In general w

e need to m
ove out 

o
f o

fficial co
v
er [in

 em
b
assies] 

w
here w

e are alm
ost totally ineffec-

tive and refocus on how
 w

e conduct 
these operations," he said. 

T
he panel's recom

m
endation on 

review
ing lim

its on unofficial cover 
arose from

 its concern that hum
an 

intelligence collection is becom
ing 

m
ore im

portant in the post-C
old W

ar 
w

orld, w
here targets are terrorists 

and unconventional w
eapons pro-

g
ram

s, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 R
ich

ard
 N

. 
H

aass, the project director and a for-
m

er m
em

ber of the B
ush national 

security council. 
In its report, the panel said the 

C
IA

 needs to look m
ore closely at 

stationing its case officers outside 
em

bassies, w
hich had been a suc-

cessful base in the past for recruit-
ing com

m
unist country agents w

ho 
w

ere prim
arily S

oviet diplom
atic, 

m
ilitary and K

G
B

 personnel. 


