CIA Defends
Rule on Use
Of Héﬁé/; ers

By Walter Pincus
and R. Jeffrey Smith
Washington Poat Staff Writers

In the face of growing criticism
from American news organizations,
CIA Director John M. Deutch yester-
day insisted he would not rule out em-
ploying American journalists in secret
intelligence operations where Ameri-
can lives are at stake or a weapon of
mass destruction might be used.

“Directors of Central Intelhgence
must concern themselves with saving

American lives first,” he told the Sen-

ate intelligence committee when ex-
plaining how exceptions could be
made to a 1977 regulation that pro-
hibits using U.S. journalists or news
organizations as cover for CIA opera-
tives.

In his first extensive public discus-
of CIA relations with the U.S.
media, Deutch insisted, “My sympathy
anthzsmattensvery,verymnchmth
the journalistic community., . . . I un-
derstand its reason to urge no inter-
ference, no cooperation with the intel-
ligence agency.”

As a former provest of Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, Deutch
said he understood the concern of
journalists because “there are similar
concerns by academics about their use
in intelligence matters.”

But when Sen. Arlen Specter (R-
Pa.), the intelligence committee chair-
man, demanded specifics on when
journalists might be used, the CIA di-
rector hypothesized that the agency
might do so to gain special access
when terrorists held U.S. citizens hos-
tage or when a nation or group was
contemplating use of biological, chem-
ical or nuclear weaponry.

“I'm not prepared to say when ex-
ceptions would be granted,” Deutch
said, adding, “I do understand the gen-
eral rule is never to use journalists.”

The issue of the CIA's use of jour-
nalists arose last week when The
Washington Post disclosed that since
1977, CIA directors have waived -the
regulation that prohibits recruitment
of U.S. reporters or use of media or-
ganizations as cover. Yesterday, the
Associated Press quoted former CIA
director Robert M. Gates as saying
that he believed exceptmns were
made on one or two occasions,
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Director John M. Deutch sald the CIA might use journalists In a hostage case.

Deutch refused to discuss any past
use of journalists but said the chair-
men of the Senate and House intelli-
gence committees may have been in-
formed when that happened.

Associated Press President Louis
D. Boceardi said, “The ban on the use
of journalistic cover should be abso-
lute.” Mixing the CIA’s function with
journalism, said Boccardi, “exposes
our people all over the world to a level
of danger that's extremely worri-
some.”

When Specter first raised the ques-
tion with Deutch, the committee
chairman said these kinds of intelli-
gence activities “ought not to be un-
dertaken” if journalists are to retain
will respond to our specific request to
give us a standard for when they use
journalists,” he said,

During the hearing, Deutch also
took issue with a prepared statement
by Defense Intelligence Agency Di-
rector Lt. Gen. Patrick Hughes, which
said there was only a dim prospect
that Bosnia would remain a viable
country when NATO forces withdraw.
Deutch said that prospect “depends on
what happens” before any withdrawal.

In an unusual move, Hughes's pre-
pared remarks were withdrawn by the
Pentagon after they were provided to
the committee staff. But Sen. Bob
Kerrey (D-Neb.) read some of them
into the hearing record. ;

Deutch also commented on a wide
range of intelligence community con-
cerns and emphasized that in the
CIA's judgment, “stability is threat-
ened” in many regions of the world. In

particular:

# Deutch warned that North Ko-
rea’s economy “is in a downward spi-
ral that will be difficplt to reverse,”

and said the stability of its society |

and its communist regime will even-
tually be “undermined” by these eco-
nomic troubles.

m He warned that Russian military
forces are mired in a bloody, pro-
tracted conflict with Chechen mili-
tary forces that “could spread to oth-
er parts of the Caucaucus” region.
With regard to upcoming presiden-
tial elections in Russia, he said that
even if a hard-line government takes
power, Russia will not be trans-
formed “back into the Soviet Union”
and its military will not regain its
former strength.

m Deutch confirmed published re-
ports that the CIA has told policy-
makers about Chinese shipments of
nuclear technology and M-11 ballis-
tic missiles to Pakistan, as well as
Chinese sales of anti-ship cruise mis-
siles to Iran. With regard to the M-
11 transfer, in particular, Deutch
said there was “not terribly much”
ambiguity about the CIA's judg-
ment—a point of view directly at
odds with State Department claims
that the allegation remains unprov-
en.

Deutch further said the Chinese

government was “almost completely
preoccupied” now with a transition
to new leadership following the pro-
tracted illness of supreme leader
Deng Xiaoping and with maintaining
political control in the midst of con-
tinued economic liberalization,
s Deutch said that although the
Mexican government shared Wash-
ington’s concern about the increas-
ing production of drugs or shipments
through its territory, Mexican anti-
narcotics enforcement was not as
strong or effective as Washmgton
would like.
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