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1,000 Posts tnﬁ Abolished

By SEYMOUR M. HERSH
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, March 20—
James R. Schlesinger, the new
Director of Central Intelligence,
has begun the largest person-
nel cutback in the history of
the agency.

Unofficial C.LA. sources esti-

mated that at least 1,000 —
and possibly as many as 1,800
of the agency's approximately
18,000 jobs would be abolished
by the end of the current|
fiscal year, June 30.

An official agency source|'
acknowledged that what he|
termed a “reduction in force"|
— known in the Government
as a RIF— was under way
“on a very selective basis” to
“marginal perfor-
mers.” But he would give no
figures for the cuthack.

No official announcement of
the cutbacks has been made
to employes at the C.I.A. head-

eliminate
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