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WASHINGTON, Feb.” "18—|
Iresident *Ford proposed’ [egis-|
ation tada-fthit would - make|
it a serious crime for Govem—
ment. employees:to disclose the!
ways- in+whith the Central In:
talbgence Agenc‘y and-- other

Federal ' agencies”, caflect and-

evaludté their [nformation. -

i While .M. Ferd's. draft’ bill
wou!d extend  criminal sanc-
tiong- for ~sfich . revelations -to’
a far larger number of indivi-
duals ‘tdan s now the case,
it is considerably narrower
than the prohibitions against
disclosures of ali classified in-
formation that are contained
in the proposed reforms of the
Federal Criminal Code now be-
fors Congress.

Nor does the Ford proposal

approach in scope the Oﬂn:tal
Secrsts Act. on the books in
{Britain, which makes it illegal)
for-a government employee to
disclose virtually any official
information to anyons outside
the government, or for a jour-
nalist to report. such uﬁonna-
tion.:

One presidential 1id=- sma
Mr. Ford hed considered “the
option* of submitting to Can-
gress broader pravxs:cms like

criminal code reforms, but had
decided on the narrower ver-
sion “to avoid charges that wi

the British model.

prosecution journalis
ers who receive such secrets,

were going to an official se-|
crets act”. .along the lines of.

While the Ford proposal spe-
cifically exempts from criminal
ts or oth-

it would, by elevating such
disglosures to- the level of a
elony offense, enable govern-
\ment prosecutors to call repor-
ters to testify before grand
juries about the identities of
their sources for articles con-
taining sw:h cLasstﬁed mmrmx
tion. -i-~=-
- Admilfstrzﬂon ofﬁcmi's in-
volved in the drafting of the
Wsu-ealled “secrecy protection”
proposa.l, a part of Presiden
overall reform of the
Federal intelligence community
‘made pubﬂc today, said that
the provision, in the form of
'an amendment to the National
Security Act of 1947, was sent
to both houses of Congress
ithis morning.

One official said that the
proposed legislation, designed

| Continued on Page 39, Column 7




'to. back up- portions of ‘am exe-
cutive.order- stgned by Mr. Ford
today, was - intended to “put
some -feeth iato” the secrecy
agreements that Have lon% en-
tered into: by employees 0

C.LA. and other Federal: mtel-
ligance- agencies,: and by ‘those
to whom, such agencies have
made - classified- mfornuhon
available.

The execuﬁve otdet states
that amy government official
or OI.ItSIdﬁ' contract employ
who is- given -access to- su
information must sign a’ pledg
not to disclose it tp an unam
thorized recipient, Nevertheless:
an aide to: Mr. Ford said that
such’ had always been the'case
except for high Administration
officials, Cabinet members and

fsuch=as ltomu'. ‘or ‘cryptogra
hic secrets, and thus’ hld made
prosecutions unpossib e for vio-
lations: of the. sacrecy agree-
ment that did not embrace such
national defense intonn:;lzn

ormer” ‘agency ~ officials: -wh
{mre made sgrnihr dxstlnsuresl
‘could-instead have been -th.rea
tened. by the Government wi
‘prosecution, - or- prosecuted -il

|t.hey wupmt dtssuadeda bys
the thm:: W el !!
* Thé Ford. pmposal would’ =
empt dlscinaur: of . I:las."»lﬁ!di
ml.ell:gence informauan fromd
prosecutlou if. . the. individualy
who- made “the: disclosure hady
been: unable to:obtain a reviews
wtthm the: Gevernment: of . then)
Hcontinuing ‘necessity™": (ot. e
c!asslﬁcanon- Jied by i
Prosecution _wou]d :iscr ‘bc
barred if' 2 court. decided
the information in question- hady
not’ been lawfully classified: i
the. first -place, “or if it w
communicated’ . to’. Con
“pursuant 1o’ a lawful demmd“

mforrna.non' B;r a’ ugnltnr_'r‘w
the secrecy agreement’~ ea
. However, “since “newspaprs=
and -other., recipients. of such
information: would not’be held |
liable' . under, 'the: ‘law, *t
Government -would norhe em=,

powered to'seek’ an’ order*to
grevent pubhc.t:lon of such, h:l-]
‘ormation. once it “had been.
disclosed to a ngws qrxa.mu 1

Tﬁe Jegistation- wnuld, rpply"
only tolofficials  or- “contract™=
employees of the  executive-
branch . and: mot "to:imémbersy
of Con, “or staffs;.of Conm
gressional "~ ¢ommittees.i- Cthat,
were- furnished: such" informa-i
tion in- ounnet;tiun withinvem-
1A Whi Kﬁusa-qlﬁéitlt‘utft_ﬂ
huwwer,hiha.r. Mr. ‘Ford “hoped,
ihis initiative would impe{ Con=
gress to -adept similar legisla-,
tion’ enforeing - the ucucy:,:&
suchinformation “provided ~
it} and that would prevent
luthurlztd‘-.r disclosures  “like
'those_in.recent weeks concern«
ing.. the’ final: report of he,
House Sutacl: Oumnuttee on-ln-
telligerice. ™ “Eaed

Charles.. Mo:gan Je., ‘vého'
heads | the national’ nfﬂm'n!
the _American- Civil t.iberhn

AUnion-here,, said: he ‘was most

distressed by Mr. Ford's propo-.

sal. He said. it’ meant that;
if. znncr,ed under recent Su=
preme Court. .decisions ‘anys
newspaper reporter ‘could .be,
put in ' jxil if he refused- to’
tell a Federal grand jury the
name of-a source wha hade
provided him classified intels
ligence: mtnrmanon. :

——

. trying to-determine which doc-

F .BJ T0 INVESTIGATE
LREPORT DISCLOSURE

£ ,Sa-dﬂuqumm
& 'WASHINGTON, Feb./ I‘J’-—Tha
Federallureau of lnveshganom
hiis been ordend. by Attornay
Genen{ Edward “H. -Levi ta
umr"tha Justice: Department
in'its investigation of the unau-
thpnzea dmclosure of.the final
répoct:of; the House: Select
Commuunn Intelligence. .
' Justice - Dapartment sources
said Tuesday [that the F.B.L's
assistance-* was “‘requested by
Mr. Leviin a’ letter dated Feb
13 and received-by the. bureau
this morning.’*
-“The departmenu’ cnmmal- di-
vision is.reviewing Federal stat-
jutes ‘to -see  whether any of
jthem:wers violated by the. dis-
‘closure to The New-York times,|
'CBS.. News- and’.The Village
Vome. ‘a- -weekly? New: York
newspaper. that.:published last
week ' verbatim -gxcerpu from|
the’ daa.xment.
" Ope- - Justice-” Department i
source sud that the F:B.L was

uments .amonz those  made
available . to -reporters -were|
¢lassified, and whether, they|
could, be declassified in . the|
event:the department decided|
to pro:ecute any of r.huse in<
volved. |

PAPER AGAIN PRINTS,
INTELLIGEHCE DATkl

The Village Vmce publuhed}l
yesterday a document- that - uﬂ'
said was ‘another part-of the
still-secret-réport of the- House
Select ‘Committee on’-Intellis

nce, Th Auotumdl’respn-i
,ge ed.-'-'F-" % £

' The dncumentsald the:com-!
miittee” Had'' conchided . thatt
United. States intelligence-agens
‘Cies wers at pl-'eseﬂt eyond t.h
scrutiny of C qngress

' :The: committes, - w}uch
viewed” covert- mtallxgmcrop-:
‘erations’ since ‘1865, also .

that ““paramilitary™ 'operations
of ‘the worst type’seemed to
come-from-outside” the Central}
Intelligence Agency and werss
ordered by President Nixon
Secretary” of “State Henry. A;
Kissinger, The V:llage Vmce l‘t\
port said, E

. The Village 'Vmce a’ Nev.t
York City--weekly: newspaper}
published last week what 1;
said was the-investigative secd
tion of the committes's reporti
Daniel Schorr, a CBS newsman/
has said he supplied the news
paper with: a ‘copy of the re
port.

The paper-said tha.t it w
publishing the material print
yesterday because. it provid
perspective ‘for -understandi
the reaction: of {Administrat
officials to the’ sectmn.nr. b4
lished last-week,
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