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authority to open mail... in order to 
obtain vitally needed foreign intelligence 
information," Ford said. 

Under the procedure proposed by 
Ford, the government could obtain a 
court order to open mail if it could show 
"there is probable cause to believe that 
the sender or recipient is an agent of a 
foreign power who is engaged in spying, 
sabotage or terrorism." 

Ford's executive order also outlined in 
detail the reorganization plan which he 
said Tuesday night would hold the Presi-
dent accountable for intelligence 
operations. 

In his message to Congress, Ford 
urged the creation of a single joint 
versight committee in order to 
'facilitiate the efforts of the 

administration to keep the Congress 
fully informed of foreign intelligence 
activities." 

Senate Majority leader Mike 
Mansfield said he "was pleased with the 
President's support for a joint 
committee," adding that it can't help but 
improve" congressional scrutiny of the 
nation's intelligence agencies. 

Many of the questions asked by  

reporters during a 1,,x-hour briefing by 
administration officials on the 
reorganization plan dealt with Ford's 
plans to halt the leakage of intelligence 
information. 

At one point, Scowcroft was asked to 
cite a specific example of a leak which 
had damaged the national security. "I 
don't think of one specifiCally that I can 
tell you A, B. and C has • damaged 
national security," Scowcroft replied. 

He added instead that leaks had "a 
cumulative effect" on intelligence 
efforts and on the willingness of foreign 
agencies to cooperate with the United 
States. 

The plan includes the creation of a 
Committee on Foreign Intelligence 
headed by CIA director George Bush to 
manage the funds and other resources of 
the entire intelligence community. The 
committee, whose other members are 
Deputy Secretary of Defense Robert El-
lsWorth, and William Hyland, deputy 
assistant to the President for national 
security affairs, would report directly to 
the National Security Council made up of 
Ford, Vice President Nelson A. 
Rockefeller, Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld and Secretary of State Henry 
A. Kissinger. 

A separate committee, called the 
Operation Advisory Group, will replace 
the Forty Committee in directing a 
covert operations. Chaired by Lt. Gen. 
Brent Scowcroft, the President's 
assistant for national security affairs, 
the group will consist of Kissinger, 
Rumsfeld, Bush and Gen. George 
Brown, chairman of the joint chiefs of 
staff. Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi and 
James Lynn, director of the Office of 
Management and Budget will sit on the 
panel.as  observers 

A third panel headed by former 
ambassador Robert D. Murphy will 
serve as the Intelligence Oversight 
Board, receiving reports from the in-
spectors general of the various agencies 
and reporting any wrongdoing to the 
Justice Department. The panel, which 
will be a subcommittee of the Presi-
dent's Foreign Intelligence Advisory 
Board, will include two other members, 
Stephen Ailes, former secretary of the 
army, and Leo Cherne, director of the 
Research Institute of America. 

Portions of Ford's executive order 
remained secret because they referred 
to sensitive intelligence activities, aides 
said. But Marsh, who chaired the group 
which drafted the reorganization plan, 
said there were no guidelines for covert 
operations. It would be up to mem-
bers of the Operations Advisory Group 
and the Intelligence Oversight Board to 
determine which covert operations 
should be permitted, Marsh said. 

Bush told reporters that Ford opposes 

mtorming congress of covert operations 
before they are undertaken. "You don't 
have to run the operation by Congress 
before it's enacted," Bush said. Asked 
how Congress could stop a covert action 
it opposed, Bush said it could cut off 
funds as it did with U.S. arms aid to 
Angola. 

According to a document published 
Wednesday by the Village Voice, the 
House intelligence committee concluded 
that U.S. intelligence agencies are 
beyond the scrutiny of Congress. The 
document, which was identified as part 
of the committtee's still-secret report, 
said "paramilitary operations of the 
worst type seemed to come from 
outside" the CIA and were ordered by 
former President Nixon and Secretary of 
State Henry A. Kissinger. 

The statement was made in reference 
to U.S. activities in Chile during the 
presidency of Salvador Allende and U.S. 
support for the Kurdish rebellion in Iraq. 


