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Cart-ert Cegtralizes_ U.S. Intelli

By Edward Walsh'. %
Washington Post Staff Writar
President Carter yesterday signed
an executive order that centralizes au-
thority over the nation's intelligence
community and for the first ‘time
gives the attornéy general veto power
over covert intelligence activities in

the United States or directed against .

American citizens abroad.
However, the order, which the presi-

dent called “an important step for--

ward” in assuring that U.S. intelli-

gence activities are both effective and

constituttional  and  legal

! bounds, drew sharp criticism from
civil libertarians. N ¢

. Ina joint statement, the American
Civil Liberties Union and the Center

for National Security Studies charged

that the order is “breathtaking in .
. [the] scope” of surveillance it author- |

izes against U.8. citizens.

The order authorizes the attorney
general to establish procedures for
the collection of “nonpublic informa-
tion"” concerning “United States per-
sons," meaning U.S. citizens, perma-
nent resident aliens and U.S. corpora-
tions and organizations.

1t lists 11 types of information that
could be so collected, including infor-
mation concering corporations or or-
ganizations that constitutes foreign in-
telligence, information concerning for-
mer or present intelligence agency
employees or contracts and informa-

Zbigniew Brzezinski, left, and Stansfield Turner before and after a ceremony during

tion concerning people believed to be
acting for a foreign power or engaged
in international ferrorist or narcotics
activities,

United Pres¢ International

The order also requires case-by-case
approval by the attorney general for
the use of any so-called intrusive sur-
veillance techn.lquieu—electrunic sur-

A R L e e T T

SR



gence Authorlty, Draws Flre

. yeillance, use of television cameras or
other monitoring, physical searches
and mail openings—against U.S. per-
sons and then only if they are be-

T Associated Press
which !"mid:nt Carter signed an order centralizing intelligence authority.

lieved acting as an agent of a foreign
power,

But the ACLU and the Center for
National Security Studies argued that

' g Amerman should’ be subjected to)

" the intrusive techniques which now !
require a [court] warrant unless they‘
are believed to be engaged in crinunah
activity and unless a warrant is is-
sued.”

The new authority g[ven the attor-
ney general is an attempt to pmv:de..
greater protection for U. S. residents|
against violations of their rights byi
various intelligence agencies. ;

The order sighed yesterday, at a;
White House ceremony attended by:
intelligence agency chiefs and se-"
lected members of Congress, .super- »
sedes an order signed last February | !
by former President Ford. s

The order explicitly directs that the

- Senate and House intelligence over- |
sight committees be kept informed of | i
U.S. inteiligence activities and be
given “any information or document” !
in the possessien of the intelligence ]
agencies on-reguest. H

The centralization aspects of the or- H

~ der will enhance the control of Cen-,

tral Intelligence Agency Director
Stansfield Turner over intelligence ac-a,
tivities.

Although the order gave Turner
less than he sought in his disputes :

with other intelligence chiefs, it af-’.

firmed his authority over the budgets -‘
of U. 8. intelligence agencies and gave |
him authority to assign missions to !
other intelligence agencies, such as |
the National Security Agency and the i
Pentagon’s intelligence services. & °
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