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Washington Post Statf Writer

* 7 * intends to sponsor a majpr cutback to

. ! the Freedom pf Information Act that.

17 » would prohibit public access to count-

e * less CIA documents.
41! *Sen. Walter D. Huddleston (D-Ky.)
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: * spid the proposal would restrict the
: right of American citizens seeking in-
! formation about themselyes to obtain
: records of CIA operations,

Much of t.g information CIA has
. had to make “public’in recent years—
from its files on the Kennedy assassi-
‘nation and the agency's drug-experi-
 mentation programs to ‘its domestic

; automatically under this new rule,
¢ The proposal perhaps gained im-

.. ter called for “quick passage of a new

. charter” to define intelligence agen- -
! cjes legal authority and accountabil-
' Vity. “We need to remove unvurranted

|t restraints on our ability to collect
.. * intelligence and to tighten our con-
‘.trols on sensitive intelligence infor-

! mation. An effective intelligence capa- *

l . bility is vital to our nation's security,”

. Carter. said in his State of the Union
; address.

The Senate Intelligence Committee

! petus last night when President Car-%

. spying operations—could be denied
. gence subcommittee on charters and.

.| The committee proposal Is part of a
:._j" drive to give the CIA what Huddle-

ston deseribed as “greater oprational

o ﬂexlbility" in light of the Iranian cri-

TE

W

TR

‘A‘.|.'_‘

»

'
-

-
.

LR
=

- sis and the Soviet invnaton of Afghani-
< stan.

He said'the FOIA releion would be

* included in a proposed Carter admin-
Z istration charter for the intelligence
¢+ community that is-almost ready to be
. introduced. In the drafting. stage for

! the past two years, it has been evolv-*

: ing into a license for wide-ranging se-
cret acitvities. with few. blanket pro-

.- hibitions.
Huddleston observed that "the cli-

*' mate has changed considerably” since:

- the mid-1970s when disclosure of CTA
abuses produced demands for tight
statutory restrictions on the agency.
Now, he said, “the Afghanistan thing
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has put a little more" h:upetus hehind
doing somethmg to give the agency a
‘freer hand,
Huddleston denied that tha elmmer
would usher in.a revival of the CIA’s
“good old days” when_few members of
" Congress were informed of the agen-
ey’s activities and those who were told
were reluctant to press for details.
Only a few weeks ago, the adminis-
tration had given up any hopesof se-
. curing congressional passage of a
charter for the CIA before the 1980
elections. But Huddleston lqid a con-

Senate Panel Seekmg to

certed drive wlﬂnuw be made towin

/ enactment, at least in the Senate.
As chairman of the Senate Intelli-

guidelines,” Huddleston said he fears..

the “op|

- hensive ch,
‘delay. The Eouse appears more in-
clined to ' adopt: piecemeal bills that
would ‘give the: CIA greater secreey

ity to. obtain_a- 5
willheloathy fu!:thel‘ :

‘and flexibility, without the offsefting '

rules that a charter would spell out. .

“One of the *biggest items on the
CIA's legislative “wish list for in-
. stance, is repeal of the 1974 Hughes-
Ryan amendment governing eclandes-
tine operations. Under Hughas-n,‘van,

covert actions can be undertaken in -

foreign countries only if the president
finds each such operation “important
to the natidnal security” and reports
it “in a timely fashion to the appropri-
.ate fommittees of the Congress.”

- The CIA has always denounced the
requirement as an invitation to leaks
since it requires reports to eight con-
- gressional committees. The adminis-
tration's draft charter would scuttle’
Hughes-Ryan and restrict such reports
to the Senate- and Huuso Intelligence
committees.

‘Separate moves to change the laws-

affecting the CIA' are under way in
the House. Rep. Clement J. Zablocki
{D-Wis.), chairman of the House For-
eign Affairs Committee, told 4 re-
porter he intends to sponsor a repeal
of Hughes-f_tym as - an amendment to
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he says, could be trusted :

to serve as “proxies not i
‘only for Congress but .?m_w..‘
the people. You justcan’t .
make.it all public. Yow've
got to have aeawm&mg in
somebody.” RN i
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SEN. WALTER D. HUDDLESTON

~so-called “national security”
" tion, but Congress changed the rule

House,

tees were created. But it remains the

the Foreign Assistance Act. Zablocki: ' since the Intelligence = committees

predicted it would win majority sup- . have yet to move on the matter.

port in his committee and in the

The ‘Hughes'-Ryan rule was origl !
nally adopted-in 1974 as’ part of that

year's Foreign Assistance Act, before N
the permanent Intelligence commit-

controlling law on covert activities

I

i Under the revision of Hughes-Ryan
% to be included in the administration's
proposed charter, the president would
have to approve only "covert opera-
tions involving “substantial’’/risks, re-
sources or corsequences. The' bill re-
‘portedly will not attempt to define
“substantial.”

“crets  under FOIA,

Cut Public Access to C

leaks that could definitely be blamed
on Hughes-Ryan, but he said there.

have beensome covert operations the
CIA has;decided not to undertake be-
causé of .fear of disclosure.. He said
the restraint may have been a “good
thing,” at least in some cases, but said
he saw no reason for the CIA to have
to inform so many committees.

. He maintained that the Intelligence
committees could be trusted to serve

as “proxies not only for Congress but
for the people.” \ e
“You just can't make it all publie,”

he declared. “You've gotto have con-

fidence in somebody.”

The CIA has also been chafing un-
der the ‘information act. since it was
effectively forced to comply in 1975.
Until then, CIA documents could be
withheld simply by invecation of the

by providing that the reasons for such

- secrecy could be challenged in court.

It also laid down deadlines for compli-
ance.

« Agency officials have acknowledged

the CIA can still protect legitimate se-
including its
sources and methods, but they con-
tend the law is still * inappropriate,
unnecessary . . . and harmful” to the
agency because its sources abroad re-
main fearful of disclosure,,

- The proposed solution would create
virtually a blanket exemption for the
activities of the CIA's Directorate of

exemp-

st T

Wbata

Operations. In" addition to* personal
records, the, Freedom of Information -

: Act could still be used. to obtain “fin-

Ished national intelligence products,”

. but apparently:nothing else.

A similar measure, including exemp-

- tons, drafted by the CIA and others

;sought by the FBI, is awalting hear-
ings. before, the ‘Housé Government
Operations subcommitfee on govern-
ment information, which has jurisdic-
tion over the Freedom of Information
Act. P ;

* Huddleston sald the Sendte InteHi-

“gence Committee and the administra-
* tlon: are’ close to ‘agreement on the

proposed eharter,: which he expects
t6 be imtroduced next month and
Eﬁimm to markup after a quick round
of -hearings. He said committee mem-
bers this week will seek a meeting
with' President ‘Carter. in an effort to
seftle several outstanding: issues. .

One involves the paid use of jour-
nalists, -academics and clergymen,
which * the Intelligence Committee
wants to prohibit by law. The CIA,
Huddleston said, wants to deal with
thé question by more flexible, admin-
istrative “guidelines.” "+, : .

The Senate committee is also seek-
ing refinements in the administration
plan to permit spying on law-abiding
Americans not suspected of any
wrongdoing, but who may have infor-
nation the government deems impor-
tant. Huddleston, however,.declined to
spell out the changes being sought be-
cause, he said, the negotiations are
too “delicate” to lay out in public.




