
C
IA

 O
perations P

roposal Splits H
ill P

anel 
B

y G
eorge L

ardner Jr. 
S

neetal to T
he W

ool:'A
m

apa P
out 

T
h
e b

attle o
v
er th

e law
 g

o
v
ern

in
g
 

th
e C

en
tral In

tellig
en

ce A
g
en

cy
's co

-
vert operations broke out yesterday in 
the H

ouse F
oreign A

ffairs C
om

m
ittee 

w
ith

 a co
n

flict o
n

 th
e cru

cial issu
e o

f 
w

n
e
n

 C
o

n
g

re
ss sh

o
u

ld
 b

e
 to

ld
 o

f 
them

. 
A

 F
o

reig
n

 A
ffairs su

b
co

m
m

ittee 
last w

eek
 ap

p
ro

v
ed

 a p
ro

p
o
sal th

at 
w

o
u
ld

 req
u
ire ad

v
an

ce n
o

tice, b
u
t 

R
ep. C

lem
ent J. Z

ablocki (D
-W

ls.), the 
com

m
ittee chairm

an, countered yester-
day afternoon w

ith an am
endm

ent that 
w

o
u
ld

 allo
w

 th
e p

resid
en

t to
 Ig

n
o
re 

the rule w
henever he thought it neces-

sary
. 

B
o
th

 p
lan

s w
o
u
ld

 sh
arp

ly
 red

u
ce 

th
e n

u
m

b
er o

f co
n

g
ressio

n
al co

m
m

it-
tees th

at w
o

u
ld

 sh
are th

e secrets. 
T

h
e cu

rren
t law

. en
acted

 in
 1

9
7

4
 as 

an
 am

en
d
m

en
t to

 th
e F

o
reig

n
 A

ssist-
an

ce A
ct, calls fo

r rep
o

rts to
 all th

e 
"ap

p
ro

p
riate co

m
m

ittees" o
f C

o
n

-
g
ress, a d

escrip
tio

n
 th

at n
o
w

 co
v
ers 

sev
en

 H
o
u
se an

d
 S

en
ate p

an
els, T

h
e 

new
 legislation w

ould restrict such no-
tices to

 th
e H

o
u
se an

d
 S

en
ate In

telli-
gence com

m
ittees. 

T
he 1974 law

, know
n as the H

ughes- 

R
yan am

endm
ent, is som

ew
hat am

bi-
g
u
o
u
s o

n
 w

h
en

 th
e rep

o
rts are to

 b
e 

m
ad

e. C
o
n
flictin

g
 in

terp
retatio

n
s, al-

though w
ritten dow

n years ago, have 
surfaced in the past w

eek. 
A

 stu
d

y
 b

y
 th

e C
o

n
g

ressio
n

al R
e-

search S
ervice, conducted in 1975 but 

ju
st m

ad
e p

u
b

lic b
y

 R
ep

. 
L

es A
sp

in
 

(D
-W

is.), concluded that advance no-
tice is already required under H

ughes-
R

yan. 
T

h
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t th
en

 m
ad

e 
p
u
b
lic a p

o
rtio

n
 o

f a secret o
p
in

io
n
 

d
raw

n
 u

p
 in

 1
9
7
7
 fo

r th
en

-A
tto

rn
ey

 
G

en
eral G

riffin
 B

. B
ell, w

h
ich

 d
rew

 
exactly the opposite conclusion. L

aw
-

y
ers fo

r th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t's O
f-

fice of L
egal C

ounsel held that it w
as 

"clear from
 the legislative history (of 

H
u

g
h

es-R
y

an
) th

at rep
o

rts to
 C

an
-

gress need not occur before the opera-
tion is conducted." 

A
 Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t sp
o

k
esm

an
 

said the rest of the 10-page opinion on 
the H

ughes•R
yan am

endm
ent w

as be-
in

g
 k

e
p
t se

c
re

t fo
r "stra

te
g
ic

 re
a
-

so
n
s." H

e
 d

e
n
ie

d
 th

a
t th

e
 p

o
rtio

n
 

dealing w
ith the prior-notice Issue w

as 
being released w

ith an eye on the con-
g
re

ssio
n

a
l d

e
b

a
te

. H
e
 sa

id
 it w

a
s 

m
ad

e p
u
b
lic th

is w
eek

 at B
ell's re- 

quest sim
ply by coincidence, as the re-

sult of a new
spaper interview

 w
ith the 

form
er attorney general. 

in
 p

ractice, th
e C

IA
 g

en
erally

 n
o

ti-
fies th

e H
o
u
se an

d
 S

en
ate In

telli-
g

en
ce co

m
m

ittees. an
d

 sev
eral o

th
er 

panels such as F
oreign A

ffairs, in ad-
v
an

ce o
f its co

v
ert o

p
eratio

n
s. B

u
t 

P
re

sid
e
n

t C
a
rte

r h
a
s c

o
m

e
 o

u
t 

stro
n
g
ly

 ag
ain

st w
ritin

g
 th

e p
ractice 

in
to

 law
, co

n
ten

d
in

g
 th

at th
is w

o
u
ld

 
encroach on his constitutional prerog-
atives. 

T
h

e d
isp

u
te h

as alread
y

 led
 to

 an 
im

passe betw
een the W

hite H
ouse and 

th
e S

en
ate In

tellig
en

ce C
o

m
m

ittee 
over a legislative charter for the C

IA
. 

T
h

e
 c

h
a
rte

r w
o

u
ld

 a
lso

 re
p
e
a
l 

H
u
g
h
es-R

y
an

, b
u
t p

ro
g
ress o

n
 th

e 
charter legislation has been slow

. 
In

 th
e H

o
u
se F

o
reig

n
 A

ffairs C
o
m

-
m

ittee, R
ep. L

ee H
. H

am
ilton (D

-Ind.) 
sp

o
n

so
red

 th
e su

b
co

m
m

ittee v
ersio

n
 

th
a
t w

o
u

ld
 re

q
u

ire
 n

o
tific

a
tio

n
 to

 
C

o
n
g
ress o

f co
v
ert o

p
eratio

n
s "p

rio
r 

to the initiation of such operation." 
Z

ab
lo

ck
i m

o
v
ed

 y
esterd

ay
 to

 tack
 

o
n

 a p
ro

v
iso

 th
at w

o
u

ld
 p

erm
it th

e 
president to w

ait w
henever he decides 

th
at p

rio
r n

o
tice w

o
u

ld
 "p

reju
d

ice" 
the operation itself, the national secu- 

rity, or the lives of the Individuals in-
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e o

p
eratio

n
. A

n
 aid

e to
 

H
am

ilto
n
 in

d
icated

 h
e feels ex

cep
-

tions should be m
ade only w

hen lives 
m

ig
h
t b

e en
d
an

g
ered

. T
h
e issu

e m
ay

 
co

m
e to

 a v
o
te to

d
ay

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e fu
ll 

com
m

ittee's m
arkup of this year's for-

eign aid bill. 


