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Senate to Probe

Killings of
Israeli Agents

. idence implicating a Syrian-backed |

By Jim McGee
Washington Post Staif Writer

The Senate intelligence commit-
tee will investigate a report that Is-
raeli agents who infiltrated a Syr-
ian-based terrorist group were
killed last year shortly after a meet-
ing in which Secretary of State
JameaA.Bakermdhcmaedwith

President Hafez Assad ey-

: .group in the 1988 bombing of Pan
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Am Flight 103.
The New York Times reported

thdt Bush administration |

officials fear that “two or three un-
dercover agents” were unmasked

-after “terrorists obtained the intel- |

ligence information given to Syrian
leaders and used it to track down
the agents within the terrorists’

Sen. David L. Boren (D-Okla.),
chairman of the intelligence com-
mittee, said in a statement yester-
day, “If these allegations are true,
they would represent a tragic and
indefensible compromise of our in-
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. The same statement, however,
ﬂlenthnedamtherdiplomauccom-
niunication that was aimed at head-
ing off a terrorist attack against a
U.S. diplomat in the Middle East. A
govemmentaourceaani that com-
munication, not the sharing of in-
formation with Syria, may be the in-
advertent source of the inforfifation
that led to the death of the Israeli

agents. :
- Tutwiler's statement said, “Last
year we received a credible and se-

_rious threat against a U.S. ambas-

sador in the region. We act on such
information. Therefore any de-
marche that may have been passed

. on such a subject would have been
_done solely to protect the life of an

American ambassador and fully co-
ordinated within the government, in-
cluding our intelligence agencies.”
‘The Times report said officials
also held out the possibility that the

! 'groups discovered the information

e e

independently.

US.ofﬁcmlsbehevethePanAm
bombing was carried out by the Pop-
ularFrontforthe Liberation of Pal-
estine-General Command, a gmnp
that is based in Syria.
— But Baker and Synan Forelgu
Minister Farouk Charaa said the

telligence resources and a breach of e i

faith with those who have risked = Uit Scues 2 Sy dif ot

their lives on our behalf.” i e on. | ngth of the evi-

- State Department - dence linking the Palestinian group

i to the bombing.

Margaret Tutwiler issued a state:

ment saying, “The suggestion : .
Baker handed.over a de- =

marche that led to the death of any

individual is categorically untrue.” A
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