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Intelligence Panel M
em

bers Said to 'C
oncern' Bush 

R
ep. G

ingrich Says F
oreign N

ations W
ill F

ear H
ouse Liberals W

on't K
eep Secrets 

B
y A

nn D
evroy 

w
ohintr. P

ost Staff W
riter 

D
em

o
cratic h

an
d

lin
g

 o
f th

e 
m

akeup and direction of the H
ouse 

intelligence com
m

ittee set off a par-
tisan eruption at the W

hite H
ouse 

yesterday, w
ith P

resident B
ush de-

scribed as expressing "deep con-
cern" over the com

m
ittee and R

ep. 
N

ew
t G

ingrich (R
-G

a.) saying for-
eig

n
 n

atio
n

s w
o

u
ld

 fear tru
stin

g
 

their secrets to "anti-intelligence" 
D

em
ocrats. 

G
ingrich, the H

ouse G
O

P
 w

hip, 
accused H

ouse S
peaker T

hom
as S

. 
F

oley (D
-W

ash.) of nam
ing "the 

m
ost 	

anti-intelligence-gathering 
m

em
bers of the D

em
ocratic P

arty" 
to the com

m
ittee. "If foreign agen-

cies com
e to the conclu -sion that . . . 

their m
ost secret analysis and their 

M
o
st secret, so

u
rces m

ig
h
t b

e 

leaked—
it doesn't have to be true, 

they just have to be afraid of it—
then it has a very chilling effect on 
our capacity to gather data," G

in-
grich said. 

F
oley, speaking at the N

ational 
P

ress C
lu

b
, rejected

 su
g
g
estio

n
s 

that his appointees w
ould leak gov-

ernm
ent secrets. "S

om
ebody said 

once, 'T
he ship of state leaks from

 
the top,' " F

oley said in a rem
ark 

that drew
 applause. 

"N
ew

t G
in

g
rich

 o
r n

o
 o

n
e else 

should reflect hostilely on people" 
they disagree w

ith politically, F
oley 

said. "S
uggesting they are som

ehow
 

inappropriate m
em

bers does M
r. 

G
ingrich no credit. W

hat he said in 
public is offensive enough." 

S
en

ate in
tellig

en
ce co

m
m

ittee 
C

hairm
an D

avid L
. B

oren (D
-O

kla.) 
also

 to
o

k
 issu

e w
ith

 G
in

g
rich

. "I 
don't think that people, just because  

they have one political philosophy 
or another, are any m

ore likely to 
leak inform

ation," he said. Intelli-
gence com

m
ittee m

em
bers, D

em
-

o
crat o

r R
ep

u
b

lican
, "o

p
erate as 

A
m

ericans," B
oren said. 

G
ingrich's com

m
ents cam

e after 
a G

O
P leadership session w

ith B
ush 

in w
hich the new

 m
em

bership and 
direction of the H

ouse intelligence 
com

m
ittee w

as raised by several 
participants, according to W

hite 
H

ouse spokesm
an R

om
an Popadiuk 

and several R
epublican law

m
akers. 

P
o

p
ad

iu
k

 said
 th

e p
resid

en
t h

ad
 

"som
e concern" and added, "W

e 
h

o
p

e th
ere w

ill b
e n

o
 stu

m
b

lin
g

 
b
lo

ck
s to

 th
e k

in
d
 o

f [p
ast] co

-
operation w

e have had in the fu-
ture." 

A
ccording to congressional and 

W
hite H

ouse officials, the W
hite 

H
o

u
se w

as "stu
n

n
ed

" b
y

 th
e ap

- ,  

pointm
ents of tw

o liberals, R
eps. 

R
onald V

. D
ellum

s (C
alif.) and D

a-
vid E

. B
onior (M

ich.), and by the 
tone of the com

m
ents of the new

 
chairm

an, R
ep. D

ave M
cC

urdy (D
-

O
k
la.), in

 an
 in

terv
iew

 w
ith

 T
h
e 

W
ashington P

ost published yester-
day. 

M
cC

urdy, in the interview
, said 

the com
m

ittee had not been tough 
enough and that he intends to stand 
up to C

IA
 D

irector W
illiam

 H
. W

eb-
ster an

d
 w

o
u

ld
 stall th

e C
IA

's 
sp

en
d
in

g
 au

th
o
rizatio

n
 if th

ere 
w

as no progress on efforts to reor-
ganize the U

.S
. intelligence com

-
m

unity. 
T

he chairm
an also said he w

ould 
require governm

ent w
itnesses to 

routinel take oaths before testify-
in

g
 an

allo
u
ld

 seek
 far m

o
re d

e-
tailed inform

ation than is provided 
now

. 



. 	FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1991 Al 
A senior administration official 

said yesterday that Bush, as a for-
mer CIA director and "as a presi-
dent in the middle of a war," was 
"very, very concerned." The ap-
pointment of "people who don't 
agree with the idea of gathering 
intelligence in the first place" 
caused "extraordinary concern" at 
the White House and McCurdy's 
aggressive stance added to those 
worries, the official said. 

Asked what the White House 
could do about the matter, the of-
ficial said, "You can look at the un-
derlying charter of what the com-
mittee was established to do and 
separate that from some of its prac-
tices today." Asked if that amounted 
to a threat that the White House 
would resist cooperating with the 
newly constituted committee, the 
official said, "We'll see." 

Gingrich accused the new liberal 
appointees on the committee of not 
believing "in having an effective 
intelligence agency," and McCurdy 
of trying to pick "a public fight with 
the director of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency in the middle of a 
war." 

In his remarks at, the press club,  

Foley said he did not just name li-
berals to the committee but also 
lawmakers like Reps. Charles Wil-
son (D-Tex.), Stephen J. Solarz (D-
N.Y.) and McCurdy in order to pro-
duce "a balanced committee reflect-
ing all viewpoints in the Democratic 
Caucus." 
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