
A
cadem

ics Still Secretly Inform
 C

IA
 

241
  

B
y
 T

h
n
o
 y

 S
. R

o
b
in

so
n
 

W
ash

in
g

to
n

 P
ast S

taff P
alter 

T
he ,C

IA
 co

n
tin

u
es to

 m
ain

tain
 an

 
"in

v
Iiiiab

le" n
etw

o
rk

 o
f acad

em
ic in

-
fo

rm
an

ts o
n
 co

lleg
e an

d
 u

n
iv

ersity
 

ficulties upon w
hich it "depends dal.- 

1
...fo

r in
fo

rm
atio

n
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u
id

an
ce an

d
 in 

sPelt,k C
IA

 o
fficials h

av
e ack

n
o

w
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1
;stig

ea in
 co

u
rt reco

rd
s h

ere. 
ssa 

:T
h

e d
isclo

su
e o

f th
e co

n
tin

u
ed

 C
IA

 
urge 91 unidentified academ

icians fol-
ld

v
lb

y
 tw

o
 y

ears a su
g

g
estio

n
 b

y
 th

e 
S

enate S
elect Intelligence C

om
m

ittee 
tliat all such contacts be open instead 
of covert. 

,In
 affid

av
its filed

 in
 a F

reedom
 of 

In
fo

rm
atio

n
 A

ct su
it h

ere, C
IA

 o
ffi-

cials said it is generally up to the pro. 
f‘ssor to

 d
ecid

e w
h
eth

er to
 d

isclo
se 

Ills v
o
lu

n
tary

 C
IA

 co
o
p
eratio

n
 to

 h
is 

em
ployer. 

;S
ev

eral so
u

rces fam
iliar w

ith
 in

tel-
lig

en
ce g

ath
erin

g
 said

, h
o
w

ev
er, th

at 
I%

 w
ould be highly unlikely for m

ost 
in

fo
rm

an
ts to

 d
isclo

se to
 su

p
eri- 

their cooperation w
ith the agency. 

P
ccO

ionallY
, C

IA
 officials said, rela-

tiO
n
slp

s are k
ep

t secret b
y
 th

e acad
-

einicifins "it our request." 
:M

ote often, the C
IA

 officials added, 
lin

znare d
iscreet at th

e sch
o

lar's re-
quest.  b

ecau
se o

f h
is co

n
cern

 th
at h

e  

w
ill be badgered by those w

ho feel he 
should not" cooperate. 

In the court case, brought by a C
ali-

fo
rn

ia m
an

 seek
in

g
 reco

rd
s co

n
cern

-
ing the agency's relationship w

ith the 
U

niversity of C
alifornia, the C

IA
 says 

th
e sch

o
lars are co

n
sid

ered
 "so

u
rces 

o
f in

tellig
en

ce" an
d
 th

erefo
re secret 

under federal law
s. 

A
s justification for w

ithholding the 
nam

es of U
niversity of C

alifornia per-
so

n
n

el w
h

o
 m

ig
h

t b
e in

v
o

lv
ed

 w
ith

 
the agency, the C

IA
 filed tw

o affidav-
its th

at g
iv

e a p
u

b
lic acco

u
n

tin
g

 o
f 

the current use of academ
icians. 

Jo
h
n
 F

. B
lak

e, d
ep

u
ty

 d
irecto

r fo
r 

ad
m

in
istratio

n
, said

 in
 h

is affid
av

it 
th

at all th
e relatio

n
sh

ip
s w

ith
 acad

e-
m

ician
s are fo

r "fo
reig

n
 in

tellig
en

ce 
purposes." 

M
o

st o
f th

e co
n

tacts are w
ith

 p
ro

-
fessors w

ho "have traveled abroad" or 
w

h
o

 are ex
p

erts in
 v

ario
u

s field
s o

f 
study, he said. H

ow
ever, one elem

ent 
o
f th

e ag
en

cy
 m

ain
tain

s co
n
fid

en
tial 

co
n
tacts w

ith
 co

lleg
e p

erso
n
n
el "fo

r 
assistan

ce in
 th

e recru
itm

en
t o

f fo
r-

eign intelligence sources," he added. 
L

ie called cooperation w
ith academ

i-
cians "vital to the intelligence collec-
tion m

ission of the C
IA

." 
R

egular contacts w
ith them

 "enable 
us to keep abreast of professional de-
v

elo
p

m
en

ts, in
clu

d
in

g
 n

ew
 in

sig
h

ts, 

In
terp

retatio
n

s, an
d

 m
eth

o
d

o
lo

g
ies," 

B
lake continued. 
P

u
b
lic d

isclo
su

re o
f th

e co
n
tacts 

m
ig

h
t resu

lt in
 "activ

e an
d
 ab

rasiv
e 

cam
paigns to discover and expose the 

in
d

iv
id

u
als co

n
cern

ed
 o

n
 at' least 

som
e" cam

puses, he said. 
B

lak
e said

 co
o
p
eratin

g
 acad

em
i-

cians in m
any cases "place their repu-

tatio
n
s, cred

ib
ility

, liv
elih

o
o
d
 an

d
 in

 
som

e cases even
 their lives on the line 

in providing inform
ation." 

T
h

e
 C

IA
's p

e
rso

n
n

e
l d

ire
c
to

r, 
F

.W
.M

. Jan
n

ey
, said

 in
 an

 affid
av

it 
th

at th
e cam

p
u
s co

n
tacts are n

eces. 
sary to properly protect national secu-
rity

. B
e
 sa

id
 in

 m
a
n

y
 fie

ld
s It is 

"ab
so

lu
tely

 essen
tial th

at th
e ag

en
cy

 
have available to it the single greatest 
source of expertise: the A

m
erican aca-

dem
ic com

m
unity." 

C
IA

 analysts at its N
ational F

oreign 
A

ssessm
en

t C
en

ter co
n
su

lt reg
u
larly

 
w

ith
 th

e
 a

c
a
d

e
m

ic
ia

n
s
 o

n
 a

n
 

"inform
al and personal basis, often by 

telep
h

o
n

e," w
ith

 th
e u

n
d

erstan
d

in
g

 
that the contacts w

ill be confidential, 
Janney said. 

Jan
n

ey
 said

, w
ith

o
u

t sp
ecify

in
g

, 
that scholars w

hose C
IA

 contacts have 
becom

e public w
ere subjected to har-

assm
en

t an
d

 rid
icu

le b
y

 stu
d

en
ts an

d
 

other faculty m
em

bers. 
"T

h
ere is also

 ev
id

en
ce th

at su
ch

  

scholars, despite recognized standing 
to their fields of expertise, have been 
subjected to professional disabilities, 
in

clu
d

in
g

 d
en

ial o
f ten

u
re an

d
 d

is-
m

issed from
 their positions as a result 

of acknow
ledging such inform

al con-
tacts w

ith the C
IA

," Janney said. 
T

h
e S

en
ate S
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t d
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u
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o

u
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p
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A
ccording to the com

m
ittee, several 

hundred A
m

erican academ
ics, "in ad-

d
itio

n
 to

 p
ro

v
id

in
g

 lead
s, an

d
, o

n
 o

c-
casion, m

aking introductions for intel-
lig

en
ce p

u
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o
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ccasio
n

ally
 w
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b
o
o
k
s an

d
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 b
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d
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n
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In suggesting that all contacts w

ith 
academ

ics be open, the senators S
aid: 

. • If the C
IA

 is to serve the intel-
lig

en
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n
, It m

u
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have unfettered access to the best ad-
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 p
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and openly given." 


