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WILLIAMSBURG, Va.,
15 (AP)—Director. Willlam E.
Colby said today the Central
Inteiligence  Agency - could
have gone to prosecutors with
information about Watergate
earlier than it did, but “we
didn’t fall all over @uﬂlves
mhingtothe
Colby rgphed an
allegation by
Hersh, the New ork/Times
reportar who first wrotaabwt
‘illegal domestic spymg bv the
CIA: Hersh said
“could have blown tln whktle
at any time” about Watergate.
“I think Sy is right,” Colby
said. “In fact,we didn’t fall all
over ourselves _rmhing to the
ﬂ]...

Hersh and Colby Dﬂl‘-1

ticipated in a panel discussion

at the Associated Press

managing editors' 42d annual

Colbysaid the concernin the
CIA around the time of the
June 17, 1972, Watergate
hmakinwas thatthaaﬂmf5
tangential involvement might
be sensationalized.

Hersh noted that two days’
after “the break-in at

man had asked the CTA to give
covert assistance to E.
Howard Hunt Jr.
That assistance, in the form
of a wig and other material,
was used by Humnt in con-
echm.-wil:h tha 1971 break-in

see CIA, A2, Col. 4
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Colby Says
CIA Dila tory. '
OnWa terga te

CIA, FromAL .- .

LR
at the ofﬂee of Daniel |
Ellsberg’s psychiatrist.
(Ellsberg leaked the Pentagon .
Papers, a study of U.S. in-
volvement in Vietnam, to the
press in 1971.) Hersh said that
on {une 19, 1972, CIA officials | ]
were aware that Hunt - also *
was linked to the Watergate |
break-in, -

; Refemng to the June 23, i
1972, White House meeting at
whlch CIA- officials were
ordered to tell the FBI to limit
its investigation of ‘the
Watergate break-in, Hersh
asked, “Why didn't they (CIA
officials) walk over to !he U S.
attorney's office?”

Hersh noted that it wasn't 4
until October or , November
that the cux_m to_the |
prosecutors |

While eom:edtng that thare J
are many aspects of CIA
activity in the Watergate case
“that we're not proud. of,”"
?ulbmlzp;a]ed Il,tgd the eqtitors !
for e called a respon- '
éxqminmg :

. sible approach o
i the CIA, "

Colby -said. currenf ln-
Vestigntmm “arg

«bringing to Hhethings
A thal:g LlEa innf.egl?igéncq ' com-.

+ munity !uundandcmtcted. |

He aaid the CIA is receiving
more applications  this year
than last frompersons wanting
to join &ﬂﬁe Age:hcli and said the
m 5 is tﬂ lec! [qt- il
overseas. gl

Hersh smd he res;fects
_ Colby.

uwaya.mma me me’uum:- i1
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Colhy nohd‘ﬂm ha m-vas ¢
thep

tory of ourphl'nfa‘llig
" activities," Cnlbysaid. i '

T T A S S Y R O T P T o

TR



