driven Chevrolet
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agency's actlvmas gain
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The last' trip to theWhi ,
House came Sunday whe
President Ford, according toa
reliable source, told Colby his:
25-year career as an in-
telligence officer was at an.,
end and offered him the ™

sition of ambassador to

ATO,

Colby's rejection of the offer
was calm and dispassionate, a
fitting finish for a man whose
reputation: has been built
around the ability to remain
cool under pressure,

““He's a very imperturbable
fellow,” a CIA officlal said
yesterday, ‘‘whether the
water's around his socks or his
neck."

The watei'fei has .b.leél;l:-: oy
‘mounting almost, since; Colby

took over at the CIA in 1973,

By last week hewas'spending

nearly half his

to ai’n;.:“} hul}:b?d? M_}E
agency in front of a

hearings on Capltol%

A ClA | spokesman
calculated yesterday th
Colby had appeared before
House and Senate committees
at least 56 times to answer
questions, During October and

+ November of this year there

are only six days when Colby
or other CIA officials haven't
been pencilled in to testify in
open or closed session.

The rumors that Colby was
to be replaced in the seventh
floor director's office at CIA
headquarters have been flying
for menths.

But until Mr. Ford's

: mhw1w1mn Hhmqn}
! and'ending u pam:lmtl
meoen'};anpng “&‘

Colbyl CrI’A
included - a

ratiod it
&t ation; ram’
;f:raeer_ o{ “I?‘ Pho"'én_fxg
portion: th prggram

Ibﬂgned m sthe: Viet-
=i inf through -
:.l‘mm‘iﬁomenﬁ% a%‘

assassination of suspect

Vietcong.

Colby served two stints in
Vietnam, returning to Langley
in 1971 to head the Directorate
of Plans, the CIA's ,'dirty
tricks" depaﬂment as it has
been described by the agen-
cy'sdetractors.

His tenure as director since
197 has been marked by an
"'openness towardsomeaspects
of the intelligence agency’s
operahons |
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