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Colby, In Out of the Cold, D1

“The following article was
wwritten by Joln M. Crewdson
-end, is based on reporting by
him -and Nicholas M. Horrock.
L. Sperial 10 The New York Times

- WASHINGTON, Feb. 3—One
JwoeK after the Senate's confir-

miation of George Bush as Di-|

rector of Central Intelligence
“entded William E. Colby's 23
~year-long career as a spy, Mr.
€Coiby  relaxed in the  sitting
.room of his modest suburban
_hame and talked about “the
eléphant.”

*%“The temporarily unemployed
priviale citizen used the term
to describe the Central Intel-
1Jigence Agency, which he head-
ik for- the last three years,
shut- not in the same context
s Senator Frank Church, the
‘ehairman of the Senate Select
Comuitlee on Intelligence, who
~previously likened the agency
Ao a.Togue elephant” running
wild beyond the control of the
White House.

.. Rather, Mr. Colby said, the
public confusion about the
.14 that has grown out of
‘asyear of investigations by Mr.
JChurch's committee and others,
and- -revelations by the new
media - .reminded him of -the
Hindu, fable about the six blind
anen who, each feeling a differ-
<bt part of an elephant, came
to wery different conclusions
about its rature.

- The retired 56-year-old intel-
ligerce chief told his interview-
erg- that he wanted to keep
both his secrecy agreement

‘inf
lagency operations. -
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, .
scusses C.I.A.’s

Wswer for the record a*number
questions about sensitive

But Mr. Colby did. agree: to
talk about some of the agency's
current  public  diffiwculties
{which, he sald, are as much
ia product of sensationalism and
a lack of perspective by its
feritics as of the agency's own
{transgressions. | i
! Mr. Colby, who was wearing
‘a rumpled burgundy pullover
land paused occasionally to sip
'coffee, reiterated his concern
that recent news reports dis-
closing covert C.I.A. operations
in Italy, Angola and elsewhere
had provided foreign intel-
ligence services with previously
u known details about the
American agency's clandestine
activities; o '

But he also said that, al-
though such operations had
dominated the newspaper head-
lines and television newscasts,
they had typically accounted
for only “about 5 percent” of
the C.LA.s total expenditures.

It is the remainder of “the
elephant,” Mr, Colby said, that
he hopes to portray in a book
about the agency that he is
planhing to write.

Asked about 5
of journalists to gather intel-
ligence-topic that, al ong wi
covert aperations, has created
a furor in recent weeks, Mr.
Colby rolled his eyes skyward
for 2 moment, then replied em-
phatically that the C.I.A. had
never “engaged in an ef fort
to maniuplate the..American

with the C.LA. and “my pen-
sion,” and he declined to an-
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the C.LA.'s use|"

for major American news-gath-
ering organizations who served
the C.I.A. as clandestine agents
were “phased out” beginning
in late 1973, he said, and by
the end of 1974 all had severed
their relationships with the
C.LA. “At no time,” Mr..Colby
added, were any of the five,
or' their uncounted predeces-
sors, told "what to. write for
an American journal."”

He conceded, however, -that,
under the agency's current re-
gulations part-time or freclance
correspondents  abroad . who
might at Limes sell articles to
American publications were
continuing” in some cases to
gather intellipence: for . the
C.IA, on the side. -~ .

Asked whether the agen
had ever planted stories wit
foreign news orzanizations, Mr.
Colby rel_'.\[ied. “0h, sure all
the time.” He also conceded
the possibilty that such bogus
news accounts might have been
picked up and reprinted b
American newspapers, although
he said he believed the effect
of that on domestic opinion
would have heen marginal.

A General Reluctance
Mr. Colby cited g concern
among journalists about the
effect of such relationships on
the integrity of their profession
as indicative of a general reluc-
tance on the part of other
domestic groups, ' and - even
some Government agencies, to
enter into close contacts with
the C.LA.. i '

The -State Departme‘nt.' he
said, is reconsidering the advi-

sibility of allowing C.LA.. offi-|
cers to pose as diplomats as-
signed to American embassics
abroad, and some private com-
panies have withdrawn from
arrangements in which C.LA.
men passed themselves off as
corporate employes overseas,

In addition, Mr. Colby said,
it is now more difficult to
solicit interviews with busi-
nessmen and others returning
from’travels abroad about con-
ditions' in the aréas of the
world they had visited. '

“Everybody agrees that we
ought to collect intelligence,”
Mr. Colby said with a rueful!
smile. But he added that many;
persons ard business concerns|
had lately adopted an attitude|
of “don't look at us™ when
approached by the C.ILA. with
a request for assistance, and!
that, as a result, “We're miss-
ing information."”

Distressed Ahout Helms

Mr. Colby also expresse:l his|
distress about the vossibility
that Richard M. Helms, who
headed the C.LA. from 1966
until 1972, miasht be indicted
by a Federal grand jury in con-
nection with some of his activi-
ties as director of the agency.

One of the matters under
investigation, Justice Depart-
ment sources have said, is Mr,
Helm's sworn assurance to the
Senate Foreign Relalions Com-
mittee that the C.LA. had not:
given financial support to’ op-
ponents of the late Dr. Salva-!
dor Allende Gossens, former

President of Chile, and had not
engaged in the surveillaice of
\ * I
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Problems

American citizens protesting
agninst the Vietnam war.

The other subject of the
Justice Department's concemn
involved Mr, Helm's authoriza-
tion nearly five years ago of a
C.I.A, conducted burglary ol
a photographic studio In &
suburb of Washington.

Mr. Colby said today that, al-
though the C.LA. had sprovided
money to some Chilean organis
izations prior to the 1970 Chil-
ean elections, he believed that

a “narrow construction” of the
iquestions asked of Mr. Helms
.in that area precluded the pos-
sibility that the former C.LA.
director, who is the United
States Ambassador to Iran, had
perjured himself.

Domestie Surveillance

Mr. Colby also said he be-
lieved that Mr, Helms had an-
swered the Senate committee
correctly with respect to do-!
mestic surveillance by the
C.LA., since the agency's role
in what has become known as
Operation Chaos, a Federal in-
vestigation of anti-Vietnam war
[proups in the late 1060's and
jearly 1970's, had been con-
{fined, with only a small num-
iser of unintended exceptions,
‘to finding links between pro-
‘testers and foreign govern-
ments. ‘

The burgl of the photo-
!graphic sL:cm, Mr. Colby
{maintained, had been mandated
by Mr. Holms's respensibility
to protect the C.ILA, security,
and not with any criminal in-,
tent. Mr. Colby speculated that)
o criminal charges could be
sustained in that case or in the
only other area of C.LA. activi-
ties that remains under Federal
investigation—the 20-year pro-
gram of opening mail between
the United States and Coms
munist countries,

Mr. Colby, a lawyer who has
-not practiced since the early
1950's, when he joimed the
C.I.A., said he planned to return
eventually to the law after gain-
ing admission to the District of
Columbia bar and taking a

*crash course” in legal develop-
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he said. The former C.LA. di-
rector was seen a few days ago
in a stationery store purchasing
equipment for the.temporary
office he is building in the base-
ment of his apparently un-
guarded home in Bethesda, Md.,
a Washington suburb.
Meanwhile, Mr. Colhy seems
like a man who is between
trains, sitting at home on a
snowy morning whlle his wife
Barbara bustled around him.
There is no Gavernment car and
driver any more, so he and Mrs.
Colby debate over whether he
should drive to a downtown
luncheon engagement, whether
he needs any cash, what time
she can expect him home.
“And, oh,” said Mrs. Colby,
a bright, smiling woman, as
her husband trotted down the
stairs, “I need to ask him about,
shoe repair.” )
She paused and turned to a
g\l_a;sts. “It's so strange to have
home,” she said. .
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