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Editor—in a CBS Interview
Says Readers Complained
About 3 U.S. Newsmen

MOSCOW, May .26 (AP)—
The Soviet publication that
suggested that three American
correspondents here wer asso-
ciated with theiUnited States
Central - Intelligenced, Agency
added some details«iotits ac-

cusations. ' . % W

George A.'Knmslg‘ of The As-
sociated Press, Christopher S.
Wren, bureau chief of The New
York Times, and Alfred Friendly
Jr. of Newsweek magazine..
three and their news organiza-
tions denied any C.LA. involve-
ment when the accusation ap-
peared in the latest issue, of
Literaturnaya Gazeta, . the
weekly of the Soviet writers,
© In an interview with Richard
Roth, a CBS News correspond-
ent, the foreign editor of ‘the
weekly produced a dozea let-
ters, purportedly written by
Soviet citizens, that the editor
said “point to the conclusion”
‘that the three were: in the
, service-of the C.LA. !
Link to Tass Charged
“The: editor, Oleg Prudkov,
was quoted as having said a
letter from an unnamed  Mos-
cow resident accused Mr.

ri of having recruited a
voung Soviet citizen to work
for the official Tass press
agency and thereby subsequent-
ly receiving unauthorized “spe-
cial material” from the agency
with the employee’s help. s

‘Mr. Krimsky denied that he
had recruited anyone or that he
had received unauthorized Tass
material. “The whole thing is
a trumped-up charge,” Mr
-Krmisky said. “I knew someone
who worked for Tass but he
was one of many Soviet ac-:
quaintances and we transacted!
no illicit business.”

Mr. Roth said he had been
told that, Mr. Wren, The New
York Times correspondent, was
accused of efforts to elicit in-
formation about Soviet troop
and rocket strengths.

.Mr. Wren said in comment
to The Associated Press: ™
would rather not comment untik

I, hear from Literary Gazettel

myself.” He has formaly askea.
the editors to show him the ac-
cusing letters. : f
{ +Mr. Friendly of Newsweek,;
iwas accused of having tried to
iincite -anti-Russian nationalist
ifeelings in the republics of Es-
itonia and Geogia, according tol
‘the interview with Mr. Prudkav.|
L .“No, I have not done any-
]tbin to oppose the Georgians:
'to the Russian or Estonians to:
'the Russians,” Mr. Friendly said

;when asked.

'~ AP. Rejects Accusation

. -In New York, an Associated
Press spokesman said “The So-|
viet charges are a complete fab-
rication. To begin with it is
iridiculous to assume that Krim-
sky or any American corres-
‘pondent would have the slight-
jest influence on who might or
might not work for Tass. .

- “All three correspondents are
fuent ' ‘Russian and able to
talkk directly- to - the |Russian
ipeople and haye been in con-
tact with the dissidents in Mos-
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‘papers have trumped up charges
Jn, the past uga.ingt foreign-cor-

oo, W o
ha - able;  through * their
iknowledge of languages, to deal
‘directly with the Russian peo-
ple, particularly dissidents: They
‘hope. in"this ‘way to intimidate
‘the correspondents and cut off
‘news sources with' the Soviet

‘peonle. Y

< *The - only . difference this
itime is they are trying’ to tie
‘the discussion- in -the- United
‘States about. the C.LA. to the
ssituation in Moscow. The con~
inaction- is entirely: false.™: =

. 'Kenneth-Auchincloss, manag-
ng editor of Newsweek, saids
'“We are confident that Friendly
‘has® no: connection s with the
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| State Department to Protest.

Special to The New York Times

| WASHINGTON, May 26—f

The State ent said to-

day that it would protest to
Soviet authorities against the

article in Literaturnaya Gazeta
suggesting that three American
correspondents were closely al-
{ied with the Central Intelli-
‘gence Agancy.

{ The American Embassy, the
three reporters and their organ-
izations have all denied-the al-
legation, and today the depart-
ment said, “We deplore such
irresponsibel charges.” .
i 1t said the three corespon
dents are “hifhly respected
journalists, and the charges
slander their reputations and
organizations they represent.”
i “We plan to protest the
charges,” said the department
spokesman, Frederick Z. Brown




