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WASHINGTON — Most people be-

lieve that the function of the Central |

Intelligence Agency is to collect intel-
ligence. In fact, however, as many as

occupied with political operations. T
Bay of Pigs, the Iranian and Guate-
malan coups, the effort to overthro

secret war in Laos and other le
known opentiona have be_e

throw of a foreign
lated to intelligence™ or

plausibly deniable by the-
But even this authority is
exceeded because many of the oper

uon:uebnobxgtuhlde.uuch to.

deny when they flil

ing an unfortunate effect on
political life. The Watergate trial

‘example of the problems that iumn

when C.LA. graduates enter political
life with skills and hardened attitudes
to which American society is unex-
pectedly vulnerable. But - there are
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w Not long “ago tional consensus tn support of this o
cu. brought suit against thor er- going
~ chetti, a former employe, to prevent Plans,

him h'm disclosing—evidently in a
" work of fiction — - facts about C.LA.
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inteluxence only.” He felt the purchas-
ing of loyalty had lasted longer than
the necessity for it. This view, when

by Mr. Braden, makes one
wonder if there continues to be a na-

- close t

Much about the C.ILA. has had a dis-
torting effect upon American democ-
racy. Congressional oversight has been
onexistent: even the member-
of one such Congres-
onai eomm;m _'Ihe unprecedented,

. over-all budget has led to
' 5 budget in the ac-

issues is clearly upon
ve an agency designed
interfere in the internal affairs of
her countries for another quarter-

cenlury?Or:hnl!wamumtoafon
‘eign policy which the public and the

Congress can debate, monitor and
control?

Jeremy J. Stone is director of the
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