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Rt. 12, Frederick, #d. 21701
1/11/76

¥y, Ford Rowan personal
HEC Heus

4001 Hebraska AVQe, e
Washington, D.C.

Dear Ford,

Shortly aefter the last time we spoke I developed rhlebitis, without the side
beneflits now popularly associated with it. So 1 do what travelling I must only and I'm
not in Washington often. When I am 1 do not drive. Hot yet, anyway.

Tonight I had a call from a stranger who called me about your interview with
Colby last Thursday. liot inowing it would be on I missed it. He began by acidng me
if I knew sbout MK MK Fe. and had any rvason to believe there wight be a
ommauuunwithwuor. wendersd the code names had come up in my work. They
Mmtmttwunfﬂlm.lmldnndabomtm Jo linked this w=ith the
Olson case. (I Eirst knew Eric Olson when he wa: 15 but never knew Frank,)

Ihntmmm.rmmmtmﬂomumofmmmm,
for example, that I do not and I've followed the reporting fairly diligently.

Ha doom not have my books yet seema to have a charrknowledge of faot as well
as the controversy about the Warren Report.

He doem not live near here but gets the Washington Fost. Peterson's story about
me several weoks ago in the HMaryland sectdon, he sald, is whg he called me, Porhaps,
And poople who live far away do subscribe to the Port. But wait a month to call a
stranger and talk for an hour and a half?

He is articulate, intelligent, well-informed and ssems to have some intelligence
kngwledge. During the course of the conversation I referred to "black books®™ without his
asikdng what they are. Fow people know.

Ho bas some reason for thinking I should talk to you about what you aired and
what ke thinks you know, suspect or both.

I know nothing about these projects. B¢ did say that in an earlier form theve
was a projoct with this nupe, in 1951, under a Pr. Sidney Coben, in Los Angeles. For
all I know you may have aired thia.

Ifomﬁ%hmﬂnd@gﬁiamemﬂmthttﬁsmhﬁmmm
connection in the past. I therafore ibink it i» possible ko may have svae kaouloige. He
says I will be hearing from him again after I return from a trip I'll leave on Thursday.
I asked hix to hold off until after the 2ipt, whan there 1s a dalendar call on one of
my Freedom of Information sot casem, ome that has already been productive.

If you have a transcript of the interview or can lend me a sound tape oflpreferably
both I'mulnnstotmﬂntiﬂe‘hopsyclom attention. If anything come +thiz I'11
ba glad to glve it to you. Imtmpupwithwnjor precccupations now

Pretty clearly this man is not irrationsl. He was subtle ir his insistence mo it
can't fairly be called insistence, but he seems to have some reason for thinking you and
I should talk about this. I'm willdng if vou think 1% worttwhile. Unless he has reason
to believa that these projects had a connection with assassination®his resson for ealling

e of all people isn't clear. I'm not uneasy about his calling me instead of better—
known people in the field because an intelligent wan would krow the great differences in
our approaches, that I do my own investigating and analyses, work with fact and not the
popular speculations- That it was sugeested to him is net impossible.
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e knows about me what was not in the Post etory, the price of my books, all but
the last. I have sold none to bookstores in his area and he referred to the ppice by
mail, which is slightly more. But I have no recollsction of having sent even a flyer
on the books to his area. His name was not familiar to ay wife, who does all the uwalling

I do not.

He has to have had gome reason for calling me rather than, say, Lene. Or Fenster—
wald. QHe did not know of mym counection vith the King case, only JFK and that I keep
after the government to end suppressions.) Golng along with this I would say that his
opinion of the Post story is a bit inflated. Or, that the Post atory may not have been
the real reason he called me,

IfhiaodlhdnotinmmdmI'dnothhﬂngthistimmem'tanﬂ
don't keep the hours I did for years and I should be in bed. While it is not impossible
that he is an intelligemt, informed theoriser, I did not get this impression and in an
hour and a half he gave no indication of any such teadency. I 41l get the conversation
to wandering to glvs him the opportunity. In the course of this, when he gave me the
inconspicuous opportunities, I satisfied myself that he is not a regular reader of the
Post or if he is, he is a selective one. When he turned the conversation to Terry
Lensdfer's representation of Dr. Cottlieb (which I had not know) and wondered I had a
chanoe to pompare with Phil Hirskkop, who has been in the Fost often and conspicuously
recently. In wy opindon a Post reader in a distant rural-type area is much more likely
to read the main news or the Metro sections thal the weekly supplemsnt,0ddly,
while he seld he didn'tkx know of Hipsikkop he did know of the case, which Phil won,
and the approxisate time of ita end. Now that case -there is ano! r~had CIA involve=
ments in the defense's allegations. The remaining one does not. the remaining case
H.L.'s boys are charged with obstruoting justice, This is the more serious charge. The
first was a wire-tapping case. (They're guilty in both cases, if acquitted in the first.)

I think I will hear further from this zan. I can't be certain but I think he
knows something and didn't dave ssy it on the yhone and fears the ails. (With me he is
right @n both counts and I'll be sping over it soom, sometime after the 16th, when it
bocomes possible wnder the law.) But if you have no imterest, all I can do is listen
to whataver he is able to got to me.

It is pretty farout, but if this man still has spook counection he could smEkx
know that I've been after the CIA for their files on we. There are conscientious people
in the CIA who wamt the dirty stuff ended. I have beem pretty forthright with them letting
then inow quite explicitly that I have copies from different files of what they allege
doen not exist. They began by thedr counsel insisting that they have nothing en
me,but without giving me what I have % ve given me stuff as far back as when 1 gave
Jinmy Rocssvelt zaterial for one of FPR's more memorable fireside chats. That dates to
before I was in 053, At the same time they gave me, shall I call it an accident? the
proof of how thay lisd to their genoral coungel and the existence of fils: on me Aot
checked and not disclosed. Farout or no%, I do not believe they are thia stupid. So,
improbable es it say be, I do oot consider it enfdrely impoasible that thls strangoer
might be fed by people he once to:u.' worked with., And what makes this more interesting
in view of his kmowledge of the is that the CIA has me in a fils tbey have not
given me but parts of which I have that invelves a central figure in that case who isfa
friend and say be a CIA source, directly or indirectly. What mekes all of this wore fascin-
ating is that assowe in the CIA have to know, < have a eomplete story I've never used on
a CIA front thut is unexposed tec ihis day. Hot boing able to sell the story I've besn
saving it for this suit. I'm certain they do not dare glve me volumtarily what they have.
They don't dare exfose their front. Brisfly, it is a part of CIA that seems to be other
than CIA and is almost entirely unknown that engsges in a special idgd of Jdomestlc intel=
ligence. Or, if farout, not entirely impossible.

If you can send me a tape, a casette would be easier for me. I'll be in D.C, the
218t and 2/4. Best regards, Harold Weisberg



