
"T
h

e C
IA

 p
a

id
' fo

r th
e tru

ck strike w
h

ich
 p

a
ra

lyzed
 th

e g
o

vern
m

en
t a

n
d

 led
 to

 th
e d

ea
th

 o
f A

llen
d

e." 

T
orn B

raden 

D
ecision-, Nuking and 'C

overt O
perations' 

T
h
is to

w
n
 is d

istu
rb

ed
 ab

o
u
t w

h
at 

th
e C

IA
 d

id
 in

 C
h

ile an
d

 is ask
in

g
 

itself w
h
ere to

 p
lace th

e b
lam

e an
d
 

h
o
w

 to
 p

re
v
e
n
t so

m
e
th

in
g
 sim

ila
r 

fro
m

 h
ap

p
en

in
g
 ag

ain
. 

S
om

e people—
S

en. Jam
es A

bourezk 
(D

-S
.D

.), for exam
ple—

are saying that 
so

 lo
n

g
 as y

o
u

 h
av

e co
v

ert o
p

erato
rs 

read
y
 to

 o
p
erate so

m
eb

o
d
y
 is g

o
in

g
 

to
 ap

p
ro

v
e a p

lan
 to

 u
se th

em
, an

d
 

th
at th

e b
est w

ay
 to

 av
o

id
 fu

tu
re m

is• 
adventures is to abolish the jobs of thg 
o
p
erato

rs an
d
 fo

rb
id

 th
e h

irin
g
 o

f an
y
 

m
ore. 
O

n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, S

en
s. H

o
w

ard
 

B
ak

er (R
-T

en
n

.) an
d

 L
o

w
ell W

eick
er 

(R
-C

o
n
n
.) th

in
k
 th

ey
 can

 en
v
isio

n
 

o
c
c
a
sio

n
s w

h
e
n

 c
o

v
e
rt o

p
e
ra

tio
n

s 
m

ig
h

t b
e essen

tial to
 th

e su
rv

iv
al o

f 
th

e n
atio

n
. W

h
at w

en
t w

ro
n
g
 in

 th
e 

C
h

ilean
 affair, th

ey
 say

, Is th
at S

ecre-
tary of S

tate H
enry K

issinger approved 
a plan w

hich w
as not only not essential 

to
 th

e su
rv

iv
al o

f th
e n

atio
n
 b

u
t n

o
t 

even conducive to the nation's good. 
T

hey have in
tro

d
u

ced
 a b

ill to
 g

iv
e 

C
ongress an official oversight function 

o
n
 c

o
v
e
rt o

p
e
ra

tio
n
s. B

u
t th

e
y
 a

re
 

n
o
t v

ery
 clear as to

 w
h
eth

er C
o
n
g
ress 

sh
o

u
ld

 a
p

p
ro

v
e
 th

e
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n

s in
 

ad
v

an
ce o

r m
erely

 b
e to

ld
 ab

o
u

t th
em

 
after th

ey
 are u

n
d

er w
ay

. 
T

h
e am

b
ig

u
ity

 p
o
in

ts u
p
 th

e w
eak

-
n

ess o
f th

eir arg
u

m
en

ts. If C
o

n
g

ress 
k
n
o

w
s o

fficially
 ab

o
u
t o

p
eratio

n
s in

 
ad

v
an

ce, C
o
n
g
ress is resp

o
n
sib

le fo
r" 

a lo
t o

f d
irty

 b
u
sin

ess, an
d
 n

o
 rep

re-
sen

tativ
e o

r sen
ato

r w
an

ts to
 h

e so
 

re
sp

o
n
sib

le
. O

n
 th

e
 o

th
e
r h

a
n
d
, if 

C
o
n
g
re

ss w
e
re

 m
e
re

ly
 to

ld
 a

b
o
u
t 

co
v
ert o

p
eratio

n
s after th

e fact, w
h
at 

good w
ould that do? 

T
h
ere's a th

ird
 asp

ect to
 th

e argu-
m

en
t, an

d
 it is p

u
t fo

rw
ard

 b
y
 S

en
. 

F
ran

k
 C

h
u
rch

 (D
-Id

a.). C
h
u
rch

 sp
en

t  

a 
lo

t o
f tim

e last y
ear in

v
estig

atin
g
 

an
 earlier C

IA
 effo

rt in
 C

h
ile —

 th
e 

cam
p
aig

n
 to

 d
efeat S

alv
ad

o
r A

llen
d
e 

at the polls. O
bviously, he didn't probe 

d
eep

ly
 en

o
u
g
h
. A

l th
e sam

e tim
e h

e 
w

as g
ettin

g
-  testim

o
n
y
 ab

o
u
t a 1

9
7
0
 

operation, the C
IA

 w
as off on another 

one. 

W
h

at irritates C
h

u
rch

 ev
en

 m
o

re 
is th

at H
en

ry
 K

issin
g

er. w
h

o
m

 h
e 

reg
ard

ed
 as a frien

d
, w

as a g
reat d

eal 
le

ss th
a
n

 c
a
n

d
id

 w
ith

 h
im

 w
h

e
n

 
C

hurch asked him
 questions about the 

dow
nfall of A

llende. 

K
issin

g
er k

ep
t rep

eatin
g
 h

e k
n
ew

 
n
o
th

in
g
 o

f th
e co

u
p
—

w
ith

o
u
t say

in
g
 

h
e
 k

n
e
w

 a
 g

o
o
d
 d

e
a
l a

b
o
u
t w

h
a
t  

b
ro

u
g

h
t ab

o
u

t th
e co

u
p

. H
e also

 to
ld

 
C

h
u
rch

 th
at th

e C
IA

 in
terv

en
tio

n
 w

as 
lim

ited
 to

 p
ay

in
g
 n

ew
sp

ap
ers an

d
 ra-

d
io

 statio
n
s w

h
ich

 A
llen

d
e w

as try
in

g
 

to
 p

u
t-out of business. 

C
h
u
rch

 to
o
k
 h

im
 at h

is w
o
rd

 an
d
 

th
en

 d
isco

v
ered

 th
at th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 also
 

p
aid

 fo
r th

e tru
ck

 strik
e w

h
ich

 p
ara-

lyzed the C
hilean governm

ent and led 
d

irectly
 to

 th
e d

eath
 o

f A
llen

d
e. 

W
h
at d

istu
rb

s C
h
u
rch

 is th
e lack

 o
f 

tru
st as w

ell as th
e lack

 o
f Ju

d
g

m
en

t. 
H

e's ev
en

 w
illin

g
 to

 fin
esse th

e ju
d
g
-

m
ent. P

erhaps. he says, K
issinger had 

reaso
n

s fo
r th

e o
p

eratio
n

 w
h
ich

 are 
n

o
t n

o
w

 clear. B
u

t if so
, w

h
y

 n
o

t ex
-

plain 
th

em
 

to
 k

ey
 m

em
b

ers o
f th

e 

F
o

reig
n

 R
elatio

n
s C

o
m

m
ittee? W

h
y

 
d
issem

b
le to

 th
e v

ery
 p

eo
p
le w

h
o
 are 

try
in

g
 to

 h
elp

 h
im

 w
ith

 d
eten

te an
d
 

in
 th

e M
id

east? 
R

ight after W
orld W

ar It, this coun-
try

 w
as ask

in
g

 itself w
h

eth
er a d

em
o

-
cracy

 co
u
ld

 en
g
ag

e in
 co

v
ert o

p
era-

tio
rs. E

x
p
erien

ce sin
ce th

en
 seem

s to
 

dem
onstrate that It can but only at th

e 
trem

endous risk of judgm
ent and gov-

ern
m

en
t b

y
 th

e few
. C

h
ile is an

o
th

er 
ex

am
p
le o

f th
at risk

. 
T

he question people are asking now
 

is w
hether the decision-m

aking group 
can

 b
e en

larg
ed

, th
e ju

d
g
m

en
t m

ad
e 

m
o
re resp

o
n
sib

le an
d
 th

e risk
s m

in
i-

m
ized. 
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