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litically aware Chileans long 
before a military coup de-
posed leftist President Salva-
dor Allende last year. 

On this warm, sunny Sun-
day, no government official 
could be located to comment 
on the report. 

Radio stations did not men-
tion the report in their news 
broadcasts, although interna-
tional news agencies sent the 
news to their Chilean subscri-
bers. 

There was no certainty that 
Santiago's 	government-con- 
trolled newspapers would pub-
lish news of the report, 
printed today in the United 
States on the basis' of secret 
testimony before a congres-
sional committee by William 
Colby, the director of the CIA. 

As long ago as 1970, just af-
ter Allende was elected presi-
dent as the candidate of a left-
ist coalition, Chileans in the 
upper levels of several politi-
cal parties believed that for-
eign funds had come into their 
country at campaign time 
from several sources. 

Christian Democrats, then 
at the end of Six years in 
power under President 
Eduardo Frei, admitted that 
their party had been sup-
ported by Christian Demo-
cratic parties in Germany and 
Italy. The conservative Na-
tional Party claimed that the 
left had received funds from 
Communist and Socialist par-
ties abroad. 

An executive of an Ameri-
can copper company in Santi-
ago said privately that his 
company had contributed cam-
paign funds to non-leftist can-
didates in the campaign just 
ended. 

On the left, among Allende's 
supporters, it became an arti-
cle cle of faith that the CIA! 
would pour money into the 
country to frustrate Allende's' 
attempt to bring socialism to 
Chile. 

There was little evidence to 
connect the CIA with Al-
lende's political opposition un- 
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Rep. Michael Herrington (0- 
Mass.) in his request for a con-
gressional investigation of 
CIA involvement in Chile, $5 
million for "political destabili-
zation efforts" and $500,000 
for opposition politicians had 
been authorzed between Al-
lende's election and 1972. In 
Chile, rumors that CIA furls 
were being channeled to the 
opposition grew that year. 

After the nationalization of 
American copper companies, 
large Chilean companies and 
banks, Allende's economic pol-
icies began affecting the mid-
dle class In 1972. First shop-
keepers and truck owners, 
then bureaucrats and profes-
sional men reacted with the 
first of two waves of strikes 
that were to spread civil un-
rest and economic disorder 
through the country. 

The strike leaders denied, 
then, and again during the 
strikes that preceded Al-
lende's downfall last year. ac-
cusations from the left that 
they were being financed by 
the CIA. However, this year, 
one of the men involved In or-
ganizing both series of strikes 
indicated that CIA funds had 
been available. 

"We never used them, we 
never got any," said Vicente 
Kovacevie, an officer of the 
Chilean small businessmen's 
federation, In an interview in 
April. Kovacevie, an anti-Com-
munist Yugoslav emigre to 
Chile, had helped to guide the 
shopkeepers' group through 
the 1972 and 1973 strikes. 

JAN i LAW, bept 
report from Washington that 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency bad allocated $11' mil- 
lion between 1964 and 1073 to 
support anti-leftist political ac-
tion in Chile caused no excite-
ment here today. 

Reports of CIA financial in-
volvement in Chilean politics 
have been so persistent in the 
past 10 years that they were 
accepted as fact by many no • Solby's testimony cited by 


