
4
2

 -• 	
Thursday. D

ec. I6.19.-6 
T

H
E

 W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 P

O
S

T
 

Secret A
rrests O

ff Sharply in C
hile 

U
.N

. Seen T
rying to P

rotect Staff, 
A

lthough Its P
ow

ers A
re L

im
ited 

Skepticism
 M

ixes W
ith P

raise 
F

or C
hange; 1,000 Still M

issing 
S

pecial to T
he W

ashington P
ost 
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M

ost 
U

.N
. staff m

em
b

ers seem
 to

 feel th
at 

th
ere are p

ractical lim
its to

 w
h

at th
e 

w
orld organization can do for them

 if 
th

ey
 g

et in
to

 tro
u

b
le w

ith
 a m

em
b

er 
governm

ent but that it w
ould, in m

ost 
instances, go to bat for them

. 
A

n
 in

fo
rm

al su
rv

ey
 h

ere after th
e 

U
.N

. S
ecretariat w

as accused of a lack 
o

f v
ig

o
r in

 a C
h

ilean
 case sh

o
w

ed
 

m
ix

ed
 feelin

g
s: M

an
y

 o
f th

o
se in

ter-
v
iew

ed
, listed

 o
th

er cases in
 w

h
ich

 
q
u
iet b

u
t activ

e U
.N

. d
ip

lo
m

acy
 h

ad
 

helped, but a num
ber of staffers ques-

tio
n

ed
 p

riv
ately

 w
h

eth
er m

o
re p

res-
su

re sh
o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 ap

p
lied

 in
 

the C
hilean case. 

In
 th

at case, C
arm

elo
 S

o
ria E

sp
i-

nosa, a high official of a U
.N

. agency, 
w

as found dead under m
ysterious cir-

cu
m

stan
ces an

d
 ev

id
en

ce sen
t to

 th
e 

U
nited N

ations indicated that the C
hi-

lean
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t w
as co

v
erin

g
 u

p
 th

e 
e
v

e
n

ts su
rro

u
n

d
in

g
 h

is d
e
a
th

. A
l-

th
o

u
g

h
 so

m
e U

.N
. staffers in

 C
h

ile 
have criticized the w

orld body as tim
-

id
, a L

atin
 A

m
erican

 staff m
em

b
er 

here said today: 
"A

m
 I d

istu
rb

ed
? N

o
. I n

ev
er ex

-
p

ected
 th

e U
.N

. to
 b

e ab
le to

 h
elp

 m
e 

unless the problem
 I got Into w

as all a 
m

istake." 
A

n
o

th
er said

, "T
h

e U
.N

. is a d
isa-

g
reeab

le o
rg

an
izatio

n
 to

 w
o

rk
 fo

r, in
 

m
an

y
 w

ay
s, b

u
t it h

as a m
arv

elo
u
s 

reco
rd

 in
 u

p
h
o

ld
in

g
 its o

b
lig

atio
n

 to
 

step
 In

 q
u
ick

ly
 an

d
 tak

e care o
f its 

ow
n people." 

A
 th

ird
—

p
o

in
tin

g
 o

u
t th

at h
e m

u
st 

trav
el n

ex
t y

ear to
 a m

eetin
g
 in

 A
r-

g
en

tin
a, w

h
ich

 h
as b

een
 p

lag
u

ed
 b

y
 

p
o
litical v

io
len

ce—
w

as g
lo

o
m

ier: "It 
kind of m

akes you nervous." 
In

d
eed

, an
o
th

er case o
f ap

p
aren

t 
U

.N
. failu

re to
 act p

ro
m

p
tly

 w
h
en

 a  

staff m
em

b
er d

isap
p

ears h
as co

m
e to

 
light, and it Involves A

rgentina. 
O

n N
ov. 11, V

ivlana M
icucci, 27, an 

A
rg

e
n

tin
e
 lo

c
a
l e

m
p

lo
y

e
e
 o

f th
e
 

W
o

rld
 H

ealth
 O

rg
an

izatio
n

, d
isap

-
peared. A

ccounts differ as to w
hether 

sh
e w

as arrested
 b

y
 th

e secret p
o

lice 
or kidnaped. 

"T
he W

H
O

 adm
inistration w

as very 
tim

id
, eith

er in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 o

r in
 A

r-
g

en
tin

a," said
 a staffer h

ere. "T
h

ey
 

d
id

n
't act u

n
til D

ec. 1
 an

d
 th

en
 w

ere 
fo

rced
 to

 d
o

 so
 b

y
 th

e W
H

O
 reg

io
n

al 
staff com

m
ittee in W

ashington." 
A

s o
f n

o
w

, staffers said
, a lo

cal 
W

H
O

 o
fficer h

as ap
p
ro

ach
ed

 th
e A

r. 
g

en
tin

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
n
 th

e case an
d
 

b
e
e
n

 to
ld

 th
a
t it is n

o
t th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 

N
atio

n
s' affair b

ecau
se M

icu
cci is a 

citizen and nut covered by diplom
atic 

im
m

unity. 
U

.N
. leg

al co
u

n
sel E

ric S
u

y
 said

 
th

at th
e U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s itself h

as n
o

t 
form

ally been m
ade aw

are of the situ-
atio

n
, alth

o
u

g
h

 a p
ro

test o
n

 it w
as 

reg
istered

 D
ec. 1

 w
ith

 th
e F

ed
eratio

n
 

o
f In

tern
atio

n
al C

iv
il S

erv
an

ts' A
sso

-
ciation here. 

T
h
e fed

eratio
n
 also

 p
ro

tested
 th

e 
S

oria case and another C
hilean case re-

lated
 to

 it. E
n
riq

u
e P

em
jean

, a C
h
il-

e
a
n
 w

h
o
 w

o
rk

e
d
 w

ith
 S

o
ria

, w
a
s 

seized
 b

y
 C

h
ilean

 au
th

o
rities in

 Jan
-

u
ary

 an
d

 h
eld

 u
n

til M
ay

. D
u

rin
g

 th
at 

tim
e, he ch

arg
es, h

e w
as to

rtu
red

 an
d
 

su
ffered

 a p
erm

an
en

t lo
ss o

f h
earin

g
. 

T
h
e fed

eratio
n
 h

as b
een

 p
ressin

g
 

U
.N

. officials and S
uy, as W

aldheim
's 

sp
o

k
esm

an
, m

ain
tain

ed
 th

at h
e b

as 
b
een

 p
ressin

g
 C

h
ile—

to
 n

o
 av

ail so
 

far. B
ut he said today, w

hile rejecting 
claim

s th
at th

e o
rg

an
izatio

n
 h

as n
o

t 
d
em

o
n
strated

 en
o
u
g
h
 v

ig
o
r, th

at b
e 

w
o
u
ld

 p
u
rsu

e th
e m

atter. 
S

everal staff m
em

bers cited cases of 
successful behind-the-scenes pressure, 
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Just 
m

o
n
th

 after th
e C

h
ilean

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
an

n
o

u
n

ced
 th

e release o
f m

o
re th

an
 

300 political prisoners, security police 
arrests w

ithout charges have virtually 
ceased. B

ut w
hile hum

an-rights advo-
cates here praise those changes in the 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t's actio
n
s, th

ey
 are p

essi-
m

istic ab
o

u
t w

h
eth

er ab
u

ses w
ilt b

e 
p
erm

itted
 in

 th
e fu

tu
re. 

In
 n

u
m

b
ers, th

e p
o
litical-p

riso
n
er 

situation in C
hile has changed consid-

erably. A
fter the m

ilitary junta led by 
G

en. A
ugusto P

inochet seized pow
er 

in
 S

ep
tem

b
er 1

9
7
3
, a d

o
zen

 p
riso

n
 

cam
p
s th

e len
g
th

 o
f C

h
ile h

eld
 th

o
u

-
san

d
s o

f p
riso

n
ers, w

h
ile em

b
assies 

b
u
lg

ed
 w

ith
 fu

g
itiv

es fro
m

 th
e secu

-
rity police. 

N
ow

 som
e 650 C

hileans held L
or po-

litical crim
es are co

n
fin

ed
 

in regular 
jails, an

d
 th

e last co
n

cen
tratio

n
 cam

p
 

still o
p
en

 h
as o

n
ly

 fo
u
r p

riso
n
er's re-

m
aining. 
W

h
at h

as n
o

t ch
an

g
ed

 Is th
e m

y
s-

tery
 o

f th
e d

isap
p
earan

ce o
f a th

o
u
-

san
d
 o

r m
o
re p

eo
p
le. T

h
eir fam

ilies 
ch

arg
e th

at th
ey

 w
ere arrested

 b
y
 th

e 
secret p

o
lice an

d
 h

eld
 in

 secret an
d

 
changing interrogation centers, w

hose 
ex

isten
ce th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t h
as n

ev
er 

adm
itted. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 o

n
ly

 a few
 p

erso
n
s h

av
e 

b
een

 arrested
 sin

ce th
e N

o
v

. 1
8

 an
-

n
o

u
n

cem
en

t—
n

o
n

e o
f th

em
 u

n
d

er 
state-of-siege provisions—

cases of tor-
tu

re b
y
 secu

rity
 p

o
lice In

terro
g
ato

rs 
h

av
e co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 b

e rep
o

rted
 to

 h
u

-
m

an
itarian

 ag
en

cies, an
d
 tw

o
 p

erso
n
s 

alleg
ed

ly
 arrested

 w
ere still m

issin
g
 

three w
eeks later. 

B
eginning N

ov. 16, the m
ilitary gov-

ernrhent has released som
e 316 politi-

cal prisoners held w
ithout charges for 

as lo
n
g
 as th

ree y
ears u

n
d
er th

e p
ro

- 

visions of the sem
i-perm

anent state of 
siege. 

O
n
ly

 fo
u
r state-o

f-sieg
e p

riso
n
ers 

are left in
 th

e T
res A

lam
o

s p
riso

n
 

cam
p, w

hich once held m
ore than 500 

end w
om

en. P
uchunzadi, the other of-

tid
al p

riso
n
 cam

p
, h

as b
een

 clo
sed

, 
m

en and w
om

en. P
uchunzadi, the oth-

er official prison cam
p, has been closed, 

an
d
 th

e clo
su

re o
f T

h
ree A

lam
o
s is 

"u
n
d
er stu

d
y
," acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e g

o
v
-

ern
m

en
t n

ew
sp

ap
er E

l C
ro

n
ista. 

T
res A

lam
o
s, a fo

rm
er h

acien
d
a 

o
n
 th

e o
u
tsk

irts o
f S

an
tiag

o
, also

 in
-

cludes C
uatro A

lam
os, a center for in-

terrogation of prisoners being held in-
com

m
unicado by the N

ational Intelli-
gence D

irectorate (D
IN

A
), the C

hilean 
secret police. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 so
u

rces in
 h

u
m

an
itar-

ian
 ag

en
cies h

ere, C
u

atro
 A

lam
o

s is 
em

p
ty

 an
d

 th
e h

an
d

fu
l o

f p
erso

n
s ar-

rested by D
IN

A
 since m

id-N
ovem

ber 
h
av

e b
een

 tu
rn

ed
 o

v
er to

 m
ilitary

 o
r 

civilian courts for trial. 
R

ep
o
rts in

sid
e an

d
 o

u
tsid

e C
h
ile 

th
at a larg

e g
ro

u
p
 o

f p
riso

n
ers h

ad
 

b
een

 tak
en

 o
u
t o

f a p
riso

n
 cam

p
 b

e-
fore the release and that about 20 per-
so

n
s h

a
d

 b
e
e
n

 re
a
rre

ste
d

 w
e
re

 
groundless, according to hum

an-rights 
organizations. 

A
rrests fo

r p
o
litical reaso

n
s b

eg
an

 
to

 d
ro

p
 o

ff a m
o

n
th

 b
efo

re th
e re-

leases. S
ecu

rity
 p

o
lice h

ad
 av

erag
ed

 
about 55 detentions a m

onth, m
ost of 

w
h
o
m

 en
d
ed

 u
p
 in

 T
res A

lam
o
s o

r 
P

u
ch

u
n
zad

i cam
p
s as state-o

f-sieg
e 

p
riso

n
ers, A

lth
o
u
g
h
 1

2
 p

o
litical ar-

rests have been reported since the re-
lease announcem

ent, none of those ar-
rested

 h
as b

een
 m

ad
e a state-o

f-sieg
e 

p
riso

n
er—

p
erh

ap
s th

e m
o

st sig
n

ifi-
can

t ch
an

g
e in

 p
ro

ced
u
res resu

ltin
g
 

from
 the governm

ent initiative. 
T

he 650 rem
aining political prison- 
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U.N.u Seen Trying to Protect Its Stall 
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several of them involving Argentina. 
On three occasions, Waldheim is re-
ported to have intervened personally. 

In one incident, a year ago, the 
Buenos Aires staff of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees was taken 
hostage by a group of political ref-
ugees. 

"Waldheim was on the phone to half 
a dozen foreign ministers immedi-

:ately," said an official here. "He pull-
ed out all the stops" and got the Ar-
gentine government to act swiftly. The  

official who told this story was never-
theless critical of the U.N. silence on 
the Chilean cases. 

More recently, the secretariat here 
quietly inquired about the arrest of a 
Bolivian refugee—the father of a U.N. 
employee—In Argentina. By the time 
the pressure was applied, however, 
the man was dead. 

In a' third case, in which Waldheim 
pressed the Argentines on the arrest 
of a leftist who had worked on con-
tract with the United Nations in pre-
vious years, nothing could be learned 
of the effect of the intervention. 

Earlier cases involving Bulgaria and 
Burma were also mentioned, and the 
U.N. legal office said that the two 
Chilean cases are the only ones now 
on its books involving political prob-
lems between U.N. staff members and 
their host government. 

Most cases, a legal officer said, in-
volve diplomatic privileges and im-
munities in such matters as traffic 
accidents; the office also represents 
staffers arrested on criminal charges. 
such as the Soviets accused by the 
FBI of espionage every few years. 

Disappearances, 
Political Arrests 
Prop in Chile 

CHILE, From A42 
'ers were not affected by the release 
;program because they had been 
,eharged or tried in military courts 
–and do not come under the state-of-
:Siege category. 
1 Many of those sentenced by mill-
:Lary courts In the past three years 
have been released into exile in for-

t'elgn countries, however, under a 
.,junta decree allowing the courts to 
commute their sentences to deporta-
tion. 
r- About a hundred of the remaining 
prisoners, who have applications and 
appeals for deportation pending, are 
likely to be released around Christ-
mas according to human-rights law-
yers. 

. "For the past several months the 
.government has been In a period of 
improving Its image," said a promi-
nent businessman and Junta sup-
porter. "It coincides with the improve-
ment In -the economic situation. The 
government is in a position to give a 

little more. to be less barn, less ores-
' tic. But there has been no change in 
.the government itself. The political 
advisers are the same." 

The Catholic Church praised the re-
leases as a "kind of hope," but a 
spokesman for the church's welfare 
and prisoners' aid agency, the Vica-
,rate of Solidarity, said the agency's 
-work would not be significantly 
minished. 

According to the church, reports 
,based on accounts of families who 
seek Its assistance, about one of four ' 
persons allegedly arrested :by security 

'Police during 1976 disappeared. 
The government, in response to 

;United Nations and Organization of 
American States human-rights reports 
.bas insisted that the missing-persons 
Issue is a Communist scheme to dis-
credit the government and that the 
persons on the list do • not exist, are in 
Biding, have left the country or have 
been killed in guerrilla activity in Ar- 

4gentina and other places. 	/ 
Two persons vaiiished without wit-

Jiesses in the streets since Nov. 16, 
and two others earlier that month, ac-
cording to family reports. 

"Four missing persons in one month 
is quite low compared to previous 
.reonths," commented a human-rights 
1. wyer, Another added: "They can't 
•;I:' up the camps agin. They are try-

4 .̀., to find formulas that won't create 
-th- same international impact as be- 


