
A
l 8

 	
F

rid
a
y, F

eb
. 1

1
, 1

9
7
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  TH

E W
A

SH
IN

G
TO

N
 PO

ST 

P
in

och
et R

u
les W

ith
 E

ye to Im
age A

b
road

 
B

y B
ruce H

andler 
- spe<lat to

 to
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
 P

o
st 

S
A

N
T

IA
G

O
, F

eb
. 1

2
 —

 
D

e
sp

it ru
m

o
rs o

f in
te

rn
a
l 

a
rm

e
d
 fo

rc
e
s o

p
p
o
sitio

n
, 

C
h
ilean

 P
resid

en
t A

u
g
u
sto

 
P

in
o
ch

et seem
s as firm

ly
 in

 
pow

er as ever. 
B

u
t th

ere are sig
n
s th

at th
e 

v
iru

len
tly

 an
ti-C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

arm
y
 g

en
eral is m

o
re co

n
-

cern
ed

 ah
o
u
t C

h
ile's im

ag
e 

ab
ro

ad
. R

ecen
t g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
m

oves could indicate a slight 
le

tu
p
 in

 th
e
 v

io
le

n
t p

e
r-

secution of real and im
agined 

le
ftists w

h
ic

h
 h

a
s c

h
a
ra

c
-

terized
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t sin
ce 

a 1
9
7
3
 co

u
p
 th

at o
v
erth

rew
 

P
resident S

alvador A
llende, a 

M
arxist. 
T

h
ere is d

eb
ate, h

o
w

ev
er, 

o
v
er w

h
eth

er th
ese m

easu
res 

represent m
eaningful changes 

or are just w
indow

 dressing to 
im

press foreigners. 
S

to
rie

s c
a
m

e
 o

u
t a

 fe
w

 
w

eeks ago in the B
ritish press 

to
 th

e effect th
at a g

ro
u
p
 o

f 
C

hilean m
ilitary leaders w

ere 
u
p
set ab

o
u
t P

in
o
ch

et's p
er-

so
n
al sty

le in
 o

ffice an
d
 h

ad
 

given him
 an ultim

atum
 either 

to
 to

n
e d

o
w

n
 h

is rab
id

 an
ti-

com
m

unism
 or leave office by 

M
arch

. 
T

h
e ju

n
ta, w

h
ich

 P
in

o
ch

et 
h
e
a
d
s, c

o
n
sistin

g
 o

f th
e
 

.h
e
a
d
s o

f th
e
 n

a
v
y
, th

e
 a

ir 
force and the national police,  

d
ism

issed
 th

e "u
ltim

atu
m

" 
stories as lies and nonsense. In 
fact, fo

reig
n
 d

ip
lo

m
ats an

d
 

resid
en

t fo
reig

n
 co

rresp
o
n
-

d
en

ts h
av

e b
een

 u
n
ab

le to
 

co
m

e u
p
 w

ith
 an

y
 ev

id
en

ce 
that such a docunent existed. 

T
h
e ju

n
ta m

em
b
ers th

en
 

co
n
v
o
k
ed

 a m
ilitary

 "act o
f 

lo
y
alty

," w
ith

 8
,0

0
0
 tro

o
p
s 

p
resen

t. T
h
e p

u
rp

o
se, th

ey
 

said
, w

as to
 "sh

o
w

 C
h
ile an

d
 

th
e w

o
rld

 th
e iro

n
-lik

e u
n
ity

 
w

hich reigns in our ranks." 
W

hile all this w
as going on, 

how
ever, the governm

ent took 
o
th

e
r m

e
a
su

re
s th

a
t c

o
u
ld

 
in

d
icate th

e ju
n
ta w

an
ts to

 
loosen up a bit on its hardline 
approach. F

or exam
ple: 

—
 
P

in
o
c
h
e
t e

a
rlie

r h
a
d
 

o
rd

ered
 th

e d
isb

an
d
in

g
 o

f an
 

organization called the P
eace 

C
om

m
ittee, w

hich w
as backed 

b
y
 se

v
e
ra

l c
h
u
rc

h
e
s a

n
d
 

defended the rights of political 
p
riso

n
ers. A

fter th
e P

eace 
C

o
m

m
itte

e
 fo

ld
e
d
, th

e
 

C
atholic C

hurch here set up a 
n
e
w

 g
ro

u
p
 to

 c
o
n
tin

u
e
 its 

w
o
rk

. T
h
is o

rg
a
n
iz

a
tio

n
 

re
a
c
h
e
d
 fu

ll o
p
e
ra

tio
n
a
l 

strength this m
onth, and so far 

the junta has left it alone. 
—

 T
he governm

ent released 
se

v
e
ra

l P
e
a
c
e
 C

o
m

m
itte

e
 

p
riests an

d
 law

y
ers w

h
o
 h

ad
 

been in jail since last year. 
—

 T
h
e ju

n
ta fin

ally
 g

av
e 

safe-conduct passes out of the  

country M
 m

ore than a dozen 
leftists w

ho had been holed up 
for m

onths in various foreign 
em

bassies in S
antiago. A

m
ong 

th
e
m

 w
a
s A

n
d
re

s P
a
sc

a
l 

A
llen

d
e, n

ep
h
ew

 o
f th

e late 
p
resid

en
t an

d
 a lead

er o
f th

e 
underground-  R

ev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 
L

eftist M
ovem

ent. 

—
 

M
ilita

ry
 a

u
th

o
ritie

s 
allow

ed a 65-page declaration 
b
y
 fo

rm
er P

resid
en

t E
d
u
ard

o
 

F
re

i, a
 h

ig
h
ly

 p
o
p
u
la

r. 
C

h
ristia

n
 D

e
m

o
c
ra

t w
h
o
 

preceded A
llende, to appear in 

p
rin

t. F
rei w

as critical o
f th

e 
junta and its policies. 

—
 T

he governm
ent stood by 

a m
ilitary

 co
u
rt ru

lin
g
 th

at 
re

tu
rn

e
d
 to

 th
e
 a

ir R
a
d
io

 
B

alm
aced

a, a S
an

tiag
o
 rad

io
 

sta
tio

n
 w

h
ic

h
 b

e
lo

n
g
s to

 
C

h
ristia

n
 D

e
m

o
c
ra

ts (th
e
 

b
ig

g
est p

arty
 b

efo
re p

o
litics 

w
as su

sp
en

d
ed

 b
y
 th

e ju
n
-

ta
). T

h
e
 m

ilita
ry

 c
o
m

-
m

an
d
er o

f th
e S

an
tiag

o
 zo

n
e 

e
a
rlie

r h
a
d
 sh

u
t d

o
w

n
 th

e
 

statio
n
 b

ecau
se it b

ro
ad

cast 
s
to

rie
s
 a

b
o
u
t p

o
litic

a
l 

p
riso

n
ers an

d
 o

th
er sen

sitiv
e 

issues. 
—

 P
inochet signed a decree 

callin
g
 	

fo
r 	

m
ed

ical 
e
x
a
m

in
a
tio

n
 o

f p
o
litic

a
l 

p
riso

n
e
rs, w

ritte
n
 se

a
rc

h
 

w
arran

ts fo
r p

o
lice raid

s an
d
 

stricter reco
rd

-k
eep

in
g
_
 at 

jails. T
h
e n

ew
 d

ecree also
 

allow
s the justice m

inister and 
th

e
 c

h
ie

f ju
s
tic

e
 o

f th
e
 

suprem
e court to inspect jails 

w
here violations of the law

 are 
suspected. 

—
 T

he governm
ent did not 

censor stories about the U
.N

. 
H

um
an R

ights C
om

m
ission's 

cu
rren

t rep
o
rt o

n
 to

rtu
re in

 
C

hile. 
F

oreign observers here say 
it m

akes sense for P
inochet to 

try
 to

 p
resen

t an
 im

ag
e o

f 
internal harm

ony and political 
m

o
d
eratio

n
 n

o
w

. C
h
ile, in

 
econom

ic crisis, needs W
orld 

B
a
n
k
 a

n
d
 In

te
r-A

m
e
ric

a
n
 

D
ev

elo
p
m

en
t B

an
k
 lo

an
s. It 

a
lso

 n
e
e
d
s a

 g
o
o
d
 n

a
m

e
 

a
m

o
n
g
 c

o
u
n
trie

s it o
w

e
s 

m
o
n
ey

, b
ecau

se it m
ay

 h
av

e 
to reschedule its foreign debt 
ag

ain
. 

C
h
ile's rep

u
tatio

n
 in

 th
e 

U
n
ited

 N
atio

n
s, E

u
rb

p
e an

d
 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates is at an

 all-
tim

e lo
w

. T
h
e U

.N
. H

u
m

an
 

R
ig

h
ts C

o
m

m
issio

n
 rep

o
rt, 

w
hich w

as released this w
eek 

in
 G

en
ev

a, co
n
clu

d
ed

 th
at 

to
rtu

re o
f p

o
litical p

riso
n
ers 

h
as b

eco
m

e in
stitu

tio
n
alized

 
in

 C
h
ile

 a
n
d
 th

a
t to

rtu
re

 
m

eth
o
d
s h

ere are so
 b

ru
tal 

"th
e
y
 	

exceed 	
th

e 
im

ag
in

atio
n
." 

T
he junta's severest critics, 

p
rin

c
ip

a
lly

 c
iv

il rig
h
ts

 
law

yers w
orking w

ith political  

p
riso

n
e
rs, a

re
 e

x
tre

m
e
ly

 
sk

e
p
tic

a
l a

b
o
u
t th

e
 re

c
e
n
t 

seem
in

g
 lib

eralizatio
n
. T

h
ey

 
co

n
ten

d
 th

ese m
easu

res are 
su

p
erficial an

d
 d

esig
n
ed

 to
 

m
islead foreigners. 

T
h
ese law

y
ers claim

 th
at 

p
re

v
io

u
s d

e
c
re

e
s g

u
a
ra

n
-

teein
g
 certain

 b
asic rig

h
ts to

 
p
riso

n
ers, w

h
ich

 also
 lo

o
k
ed

 
g
o
o
d
 o

n
 p

ap
er, h

av
e b

een
 

ignored in practice. T
hey say 

to
rtu

re h
as n

o
t d

ro
p
p
ed

 o
ff. 

T
h
e
y
 s

a
y
 th

a
t p

e
o
p
le

 
su

sp
e
c
te

d
 o

f le
ftist sy

m
-

p
a
th

ie
s still a

re
 "

d
isa

p
-

pearing" w
ith no legal record 

o
f arrest. T

h
ey

 say
 th

at th
e 

4
,0

0
0
 to

 4
,5

0
0
 p

o
litic

a
l 

p
riso

n
e
rs a

re
 n

o
t g

e
ttin

g
 

ad
eq

u
ate fo

o
d
 an

d
 th

at th
eir 

h
e
a
lth

 c
o
n
d
itio

n
s a

re
 a

p
-

palling. B
ut w

ithin C
hile, even 

su
p
p
o
rters o

f th
e ju

n
ta are 

saying now
 that there should 

b
e
 re

a
l c

h
a
n
g
e
 in

 h
u
m

a
n
 

rig
h
ts p

o
licy

, b
ecau

se th
is 

w
ould be in C

hile's long-term
 

in
terests. A

 series o
f su

ch
 

reco
m

m
en

d
atio

n
s ap

p
eared

. 
surprisingly, this w

eek in Q
ue 

P
asa, a m

ag
azin

e b
ack

ed
 b

y
 

rig
h
tist b

u
sin

e
ss in

te
re

sts 
w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 p
ressin

g
 fo

r 
th

e
 m

ilita
ry

 c
o
u
p
 a

g
a
in

st 
A

llende long before it actually 
happened. "C

hile is becom
ing 

iso
lated

," th
e m

ag
azin

e said
 

/ c
ritic

a
lly

 



F
rei L

abels th
e L

eaders of C
h

ile 'F
ascists' 

'~
 V

; d
sh

in
g
lM

 p
o
st ,4'15e::, 

B
U

E
N

O
S

 A
IR

E
S

 F
orm

er 
P

resident E
duardo F

rei, after 
w

ith
h
o
ld

in
g
 c

ritic
ism

 o
f 

C
h

ile's m
ilitary

 lead
ers fo

r 
m

o
re th

an
 tw

o
 y

ears, h
as 

p
u

b
lish

e
d

 a
 sh

a
rp

 a
tta

c
k

 
labelling them

 as fascists. In 
an uncharacteristic response, 
the junta at first let C

hileans 
read the attack. 

M
ore recently, according to 

rep
o

rts reach
in

g
 A

rg
en

tin
a 

fro
m

 S
an

tiag
o
, th

e g
o
v
ern

-
m

ent has denounced F
rei and 

banned public discusssion of 
h
is b

o
o
k
. B

u
t co

p
ies o

f th
e 

lim
ited

 ed
itio

n
 	

a
re

 c
ir- 

cu
latin

g
 in

 b
o
th

 co
u
n
tries -

raising the question of w
hy the 

junta let it be published at all. 
Frei continues to live in C

hile. 
T

h
e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t o

f 
C

hile, he said in the book, is in 
th

e h
an

d
s o

f- "th
e m

o
st ex

-
trem

e groups, w
hose fascist 

c
h

a
ra

c
te

r is d
isp

la
y

e
d

 
openly." 	

' 
F

rei, 65, w
ho w

as president 
fro

m
 1

9
6
4
 to

 1
9
7
0
. said

 h
e 

expected to he vilified for the 
book but could no longer keep 
silent in the face of continuing 
a
tta

c
k

s o
n

 h
is C

h
ristia

n
 

D
em

ocratic P
arty. 

T
he m

ere existence of the 
C

h
ris

tia
n

 D
e
m

o
c
ra

ts
 

threatens the governm
ent, he 

continued, because it rem
inds 

C
h

ilean
s "th

at th
ere o

n
ce 

existed a governm
ent . . . in 

w
hich there w

as progress and 
liberty, there w

as econom
ic, 

developm
ent and justice, and 

th
a
t th

e
re

 e
x
is

ts
 th

e
 

p
o

ssib
ility

 o
f a

d
v

a
n

c
in

g
 

w
ith

o
u

t fallin
g

 eith
er in

to
 

fascism
 or com

m
unism

." 
F

rei w
as perm

itted to print 
only 1,000 copies of the 65-page 
book entitled, "T

he M
andate 

of H
istory and the D

em
ands of 

the Future." H
ow

ever, w
hen it. 

appeared in m
id-January, the 

ju
n
ta

-to
le

ra
te

d
 S

a
n
tia

g
o
 

n
ew

sp
ap

er L
a T

ercera im
- 

m
ediately reprinted the entire 

w
ork. 
"T

h
e essay

 sen
d
s arm

s to
 

the enem
y," editorialized the 

official daily E
l C

ronista. A
 

co
lu

m
n
ist w

ro
te th

at "th
e 

M
arxist battle to retake pow

er 
n

o
w

 m
o

v
es b

y
 w

ay
 o

f th
e 

C
hristian D

em
ocrats." 

P
o
litic

a
l p

a
rtie

s a
re

 in
 

recess" in C
hile, w

here F
rei's 

party lost the 1970 election to 
M

arx
ist S

o
cialist S

alv
ad

o
r 

A
llen

d
e —

 w
h

o
 w

as o
v

er-
throw

n in 1973. 
E

xplaining the decision to 
allo

w
 F

rei to
 p

u
b
lish

,• th
e 

new
spaper E

l M
ercurio said it 

w
as "in

 d
eferen

ce to
 an

 ex
-

president." 
P

erm
issio

n
 rep

o
rted

ly
 

w
as given w

hile the president, 
G

en. A
ugusto Pinochet, w

as in 
the southern tow

n of P
uerto 

M
ontt. 
P

in
o

ch
et's resp

o
n

se w
as 

sw
ift. "S

om
e sm

all politicians 
w

ho have no sense of coun-
try

,"
 h

e
 s

a
id

, "
th

e
s
e
 

K
erenskys w

ho are preparing 
once again to take pow

er, are 
w

ro
n
g
 . , W

e w
ill n

o
t let 

th
e
m

 - . If th
e
y

 th
in

k
 

so
m

eth
in

g
 can

 d
iv

id
e th

e 
arm

ed forces, I say also from
 

here that they are w
rong." 

T
h

e C
h

ilean
 rig

h
t u

sed
 to

 
attack F

rei even as president 
b

y
 co

m
p

arin
g

 h
im

 	
to 

K
eren

sk
y
, w

h
o
 tu

rn
ed

 o
v
er 

pow
er to the C

om
m

unists in 
the Soviet U

nion. 
T

hu w
eeks after F

rei's book 
w

as p
u
b
lish

ed
, P

in
o
ch

et 
banned further discussion of it 
in the m

edia. 
F

rei accused the leaders of 
try

in
g
 "to

 m
ak

e it seem
 as 

th
o
u
g
h
 a v

o
te ag

ain
st th

e 
governm

ent is a vote against 
C

hile . . ,. T
hey affirm

 'that 
C

h
ile

 is th
e
 v

ic
tim

 o
f a

 
'gigantic plot of international 
com

m
unism

.': 
L

istin
g
 th

e
 ra

n
g
e
 o

f 
u

n
iv

ersities, g
o

v
ern

m
en

ts, 
n
ew

sp
ap

ers, ch
u
rch

es an
d
  

o
rg

a
n

iz
a
tio

n
s th

a
t h

a
v

e
 

criticized
 b

o
th

 C
h
ile an

d
 

com
m

unism
 in the past, F

rei 
said

: "T
o
 su

p
p
o
se th

d
t all 

th
ese are p

u
p

p
ets o

f C
o

m
-

m
unist propaganda is to think 

th
at th

ey
 are irrem

ed
iab

ly
 

stupid or ignorant. If the first 
w

ere true, the only intelligent 
b
ein

g
s th

at rem
ain

 in
 th

e 
w

o
rld

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e th

o
se w

h
o
 

inspre this view
 in C

hile. 
"If it w

ere th
e seco

n
d

, it 
w

ould m
ean that com

m
unism

 
has dom

inated everyone." 
T

o say that C
hile's critics 

th
em

selv
es ab

u
se h

u
m

an
 

rig
h

ts m
ay

 b
e tru

e b
u
t th

at 
does not excuse C

hile. F
rei 

w
ent on. 
"W

e m
u
st ask

 w
h
eth

er 
h

u
m

a
n

 rig
h

ts a
re

 re
a
lly

 
respected in our country, Y

es 
or no?" C

iting those w
ho say. 

y
es, h

e ask
ed

, "is ev
ery

o
n

e 
w

rong but us?" 
F

rei, w
ho has taken the role 

of a taciturn elder statesm
an 

since leaving the presidency, 
until now

 has rem
ained silent 

on another subject —
 charges 

that the C
IA

 lent support to his 
political cam

pa igns. 
In

 th
e b

o
o

k
, h

e rejected
 

c
h
a
rg

e
s
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
s
 

received C
IA

 funds in
 his 1964 

cam
paign for the presidency, 

w
h

ich
 h

e w
o

n
 b

y
 a w

id
e 

m
argin over A

llende'. C
iting 

u
n
n
a
m

e
d
 U

.S
. S

e
n
a
te

 
docum

ents as clearing him
 of 

su
c
h

 in
v

o
lv

e
m

e
n

t, h
e
 

rem
in

d
ed

 h
is read

ers o
f h

is 
governm

ent opposition to the 
1965 U

.S
. intervention in the 

D
om

inican R
epublic, his start 

tow
ard nationalization of the 

co
p

p
er in

d
u

u
stry

 an
d

 o
th

er 
independent stands. H

e did not 
m

ention other evidence that 
has linked C

IA
 m

oney to ef-
forts against A

llende. 
O

pposition to A
llende, he 

said
, "w

as th
e stru

g
g

le o
f a 

country that d
id

 not w
ant to 

fall either into violence or into 
extrem

ism
." 

T
he C

hilean arm
ed forces, 

F
re

i w
e
n

t o
n

, h
a
v

e
 

trad
itio

n
ally

 	
supported 

te
c
h
n
ic

a
l a

d
v
a
n
c
e
 w

h
ile

 
g

u
aran

teein
g

 D
em

o
cratic 

processes, a function to w
hich 

h
e
 w

o
u
ld

 re
tu

rn
 th

e
m

. 
"M

ilitary interventions that 
have been transform

ed into 
dictatorships have ended w

ith 
th

eir p
restig

e g
rav

ely
 u

n
-

derm
ined," he said. 

F
re

i re
se

rv
e
d
 h

is m
o
st 

d
e
ta

ile
d
 c

ritiq
u
e
 fo

r th
e
 

g
o

v
e
rn

m
e
n

t's e
c
o

n
o

m
ic

 
policies, w

hich he said depend 
on tricks and distortions for 
th

e
ir a

p
p
a
re

n
t p

ro
g
re

ss 
against inflation. A

lthough the 
rate is dow

n from
 338 per cent 

in 1974 to 311 per ent in 1975, he 
said

, th
e p

rice h
as b

een
 an

 
average loss per capita of ro 
in incom

e. 
"T

h
e eco

n
o

m
y

 is n
o

w
 in

-
c
a
p

a
b

le
 o

f a
b

s
o

rb
in

g
 

production that until recently 
w

as in
su

fficien
t," an

d
 so

 
production 	

co
n

tin
u

es to
 

decline, he said, _ 

"E
very day there are few

er 
jobs, few

er opportunities for 
youth, few

er opportunities for 
em

p
lo

y
ees an

d
 w

o
rk

ers to
 

earn a living 	
. W

e m
ust ask 

if th
e o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

 is b
ein

g
 

created to unite C
hileans or if 

the fissures w
hich divide us 

are deeper than ever." 

C
alling for elections and for 

a p
leb

iscite o
n
 a n

ew
 co

n
-

stitu
tio

n
, F

re
i u

rg
e
d

 h
is 

read
ers to

 h
av

e co
n
fid

en
ce 

that the country can find n
ew

 
solutions to its problem

s. 

"T
h
e
 c

o
u
n
try

 w
a
n
ts to

 
retu

rn
 to

 lib
erty

, b
u
t n

o
t to

 
anarchy. It w

ants to return to 
peace and norm

alcy but not to 
h

ate an
d

 v
en

g
ean

ce. T
h

e 
country w

ants authority and 
n
o
t d

iso
rd

er," h
e said

 "T
o
 

p
o
stp

o
n
e a so

lu
tio

n
 is to

 
aggravate the situation." 


