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J udge Closes Hearings
On Chilean Extradition

SA.NTIAGO Chile—The chlef jus-
tice of Chile's Supreme Court has bar-
red legal counsel from all hearings as
he considers the U.S. request for- ex-
tradition of three Chilean secret po-
lice officers charged with the 1976 as-
sassination of Orlando Letelier in
‘Washington.

Attorney Alfredo Etcheberry, repre-
senting the U.S. government in the
proceedings, said yesterday that he '
will appeal the ruling barring his
presence. It was made late Friday by
Supreme Court President Israel Bor- -
quez. /

Etcheberry said that if the decision
is not overturned by a panel of five
other Supreme Court justices, he will -
be unable to cross-examine the ac-
cused or any wittnesses they call, and
will have no chance to clarify evi-
dence submitted with the U.S. request
for extradition.

The chief justice’s ruling also bar-
red the press from the hearings.;Bor-
quez i3 to keep all testimony s t
until he diecides whether to extradite
the Chileans, probably two or three ,
months from now, reported Wanhing-
ton Post con-eapondant Charles A.
Krause.




